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We’re the largest education provider in the local area and we offer a huge 
choice of academic and vocational courses at a range of levels, so there’s sure to 
be one that’s right for you. Our modern facilities, excellent support services, and 
knowledgeable teaching staff are there because we want you to have the best 
College experience possible. 

Our music studios at the Thornes Park Campus are newly-refurbished and 
we’ve also built a new Sixth Form centre at Crofton Academy in addition to 
our sixth form at Wakefield City Campus. These developments provide you 
with a brilliant learning environment and better facilities than ever before, 
but excellent buildings and equipment aren’t the only things which make us 
the best choice for further education. All of our staff are friendly, dedicated 
professionals who are committed to ensuring that you reach your full potential 
and have all the support that you need to succeed.

We know that choosing a course that’s right for you can be difficult. This 
prospectus will give you an idea of what we’re all about and guide you through 
the process of making an application. You can get more details about our 
courses by calling our Course Information Team or by visiting our website. If 
you register your details with us, like us on Facebook, or follow us on Twitter, 
we’ll be happy to keep you updated with news about our open events where 
you can meet our staff, chat to students, and look around our facilities.

I do hope you’ll decide to join us.

Welcome

Sam Wright
Principal

It’s an exciting time to be a student with us, as we continue to invest in your 
future and maintain our excellent record of results! 
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Your Study Programme
Studying with us isn’t just about your 
course; we also make sure you’re 
prepared for the next step. You’ll have 
a programme of study which will help 
to prepare you for the future. We want 
you to have the best possible chance of 
fulfilling your ambitions, whether that’s 
getting a job, starting your own business, 
or progressing to further study here at 
College or university.

Your study programme can involve:

•  personal and group tutorials

•   PEEP - personal, employability, enrichment 
and progress programme designed to cover 
a wide range of events and activities

•  work experience placements

•   English & Maths – You’ll continue to study 
Maths and English until you achieve a GCSE 
grade A*-C or qualification in Functional 
Skills if you haven’t already achieved 
this. We’ll fully support you and it will be 
timetabled to fit in alongside your course

•   online learning 

•   employability and enterprise 

•   HEAT

Disclaimer
The structure of post-16 education and the type 
of qualifications on offer can change according 
to Government policy and funding issues. 
Consequently, whilst we will take reasonable 
steps to provide courses and services in the 
manner described, we reserve the right to 
modify or withdraw any advertised courses or 
services. Our website and course information 
leaflets are updated regularly as changes occur, 
and you’ll have the opportunity to talk to 
tutors about any developments in your areas of 
interest at interview. 
Whilst this prospectus and other College 
publicity materials offer a guide to our provision, 
there may, from time-to-time, be changes which 
may alter this. This prospectus was produced 
in August 2015. Information was correct at the 
time of going to press, but details may change 
before courses begin in 2016. For the most 
current information or if you need further 
advice please contact us by ringing the Course 
Information Team on 01924 789111 or visit the 
College website at: www.wakefield.ac.uk 
Also, details of our Terms of Enrolment and 
Student Policies and Procedures can be found at: 
www.wakefield.ac.uk/student-policies
As courses are offered subject to enrolment 
and retention of sufficient numbers, we reserve 
the right to withdraw any advertised course for 
which insufficient numbers of students enrol, 
to merge groups to ensure continued course 
delivery, or to close any class if low numbers 
attending make it no longer viable. 
All of our prospectuses are available in text 
format on our website. Alternative formats are 
available on request, such as large print and 
Braille. Phone 01924 789228 for details.
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A taste of College life fourteentosixteen
wakefieldcollege

Our School Liaison Team work closely with local schools to make your transition
to College as smooth as possible. Following your taster day with us at the end of Year 10,
we’ll come into your Year 11 school assembly to tell you what it’s like to study with us. 

We’ll tell you about our range of courses, entry requirements, future career opportunities,
and extra-curricular activities that are available to our students. Our talk will also give you
information about our open events, which are a great opportunity for you and your family
to visit us, speak to our specialist tutors, and really get a feel for College life.

Tasters and visits 
The best way to make sure you choose 
the right course is to try it out before 
you apply! 

We provide an exciting range of 
opportunities for 14-16 year-olds who 
are still at school. If you’re interested 
in enrolling on a full-time course at 
College after you finish your GCSEs, ask 
your school about our guided campus 
tours called Discovery Days, or Taster 
Sessions, which give you a flavour of 
what life as a student is like. 

We work in partnership with local 
schools to provide these opportunities. 
If you’d like to know about our range 
of taster activities, they can be found 
in our School Liaison Brochure which 
is on our website, or ask your careers 
advisor or Head of Year 11 in school. 

Full and part-time 14-16 courses 
We also offer opportunities for school-age learners to attend College on a part-time 
basis, usually one day per week, as part of our Step Up programme. This allows 
you to gain valuable qualifications in vocational areas which will prepare you for                            
full-time study. Full-time study at College combined with attendance at school is also a 
possibility for students in Year 11 through our Early College Transfer (ECT) programme. 
Students who successfully complete either a Step Up or ECT programme will be 
guaranteed a post-16 place with us.

Stay in touch 
Throughout Year 11, we’ll work with 
local partner schools to organise 
drop-in sessions where you can ask 
us about any queries you’ve got about 
your application. If you want to speak 
to someone directly about your 
application, you can contact a member 
of the School Liaison Team  
on 01924 789743 or at: 
14-16unitmailbox@wakefield.ac.uk

Complete our 
Tell Me More  

form at a  
prospectus launch  

and you could 
win an  

iPad mini!
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Which path is right for you?
Our routes to success 

Everyone wants to succeed, but we don’t all take the same path or arrive at the same
destination. We offer different routes, so however you learn best, and whatever your
ultimate goal, we’ve got a course for you.

Sixth Form
Our Sixth Form is a supportive 
environment that provides a stepping 
stone to higher education and 
employment. You can choose from 26 A 
Level subjects or from our wide range of 
Advanced Level vocational courses. 

More information on page 28

Vocational courses
If you have a specific career in mind, 
prefer a practical way of learning, and 
assignments over exams, choose from 
our wide range of vocational courses 
from Levels 1 to 3. 

Courses start on page 30

Foundation Learning 

Our Foundation Learning programmes 
help you progress into independent 
living, further education and training, 
or employment. Our courses are a mix 
of vocational study, tasters, and English 
and Maths at an appropriate level. You’ll 
learn independent living skills, personal 
and social development, preparation 
for adulthood, employability, and 
academic progression onto higher level 
College programmes. You’ll have the 
benefit of regular tutorials, enrichment 
opportunities, and advice and guidance 
on your next step as you build up your 
confidence, qualifications, and skills 
throughout the course.

Courses start on page 70

Apprenticeships
Combine on-the-job training in the 
workplace with an employer and 
study at College to gain vocational 
and Functional Skills qualifications. 
Available at Levels 2, 3, and 4.

More information on page 26

Your guide to qualifications
Which level is right for you?

Students learn in different ways, so 
we offer routes at a range of levels 
to suit every type of learner. 

This table shows our courses 
and typical minimum entry 
requirements. Many courses have 
additional entry requirements, 
so make sure you check the 
individual course listings for 
more information. 

Minimum entry requirements                         Courses

5 GCSEs at grade A*-C in at least 4 subject areas, 
which must include GCSE English Language 
and Maths

4 GCSEs at grade A*-D, usually with English 
Language and Maths at grade C-F

Minimum of Entry Level 3 qualifications in 
English Language and Maths

No specific qualifications

A Levels 

Level 2 vocational courses

Level 1 vocational courses

FLEX  
(Foundation Learning)

Le
ve

l 3
 

Le
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  L
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el
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  E
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y 
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GCSEs in English Language and Maths at 
grade A*-D

Level 2 Intermediate 
Apprenticeships

Level 3 Diplomas &  
Extended Diplomas

Level 3 Advanced 
Apprenticeships

5 GCSEs at grade A*-C in at least 4 subject areas 
including English Language or Maths

5 GCSEs at grade A*-C.

If you need help  
choosing the right course, 

get in touch with the 
Course Information Team 
on 01924 789111 or come 
along to our open events 
to speak to our staff and 
students. See page 135  

for dates.
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Jargon buster
What does it all mean?

This section is here to help you make sense of some of the tricky terms you might come
across while reading through this prospectus. If there’s anything else you don’t
understand, please don’t hesitate to ask us when you get in touch for more details or
when you come in for an interview.

ABC 
An awarding body offering 
qualifications in vocational areas such 
as motor vehicle. 

A Level*
A course completed over two years, 
made up of an AS Level and an A2. 
This qualification is marked by exam 
at the end of the two years. A Levels are 
changing over the coming years. For 
more information see the opposite page. 

Applied A Level 
Work-related academic qualifications 
which are designed to develop skills for 
a specific field of employment. 

Apprenticeships
Combine on-the-job training with an 
employer with study at College to 
gain vocational qualifications and 
Functional Skills certificates in English, 
Maths and ICT. Available at Levels 2, 3, 
and 4.

AQA 
An awarding body for many A  
Level courses. 

AS Level* 
The first part of an A Level, taking a year 
to complete. AS Levels are changing 
over the coming years. For more 
information see the opposite page. 

A2 Level*
The second part of an A Level. 
Progression to the A2 depends on 
passing the AS Level in the same 
subject. A2 Levels are changing over 
the coming years. For more information 
see the opposite page.

Award/Certificate/Diploma 
These terms relate to the size of a 
qualification – the number of units you 
are required to study. Diplomas are the 
largest and Awards are the smallest. 
All three types of qualification can be 
studied at different levels. 

CACHE 
An awarding body for childcare 
qualifications. 

City & Guilds 
An awarding body for vocational 
qualifications. 

Cskills 
Specialist awarding body for the 
construction industry. 

CYQ 
An awarding body for health and 
fitness qualifications. 

Diploma/Extended Diploma/ 
Subsidiary Diploma
Vocational qualifications offered at 
different levels. Level 3 Diplomas can 
be used to gain access to universities. 

EAL 
An awarding body for engineering 
qualifications. 

Edexcel 
An awarding body, providing 
both academic and vocational 
qualifications. 

FLEX
Our Foundation Learning Excellence 
programmes offer a mix of vocational 
study, basic English, Maths and ICT and 
personal and social development. 

Functional Skills 
Qualifications in English, Maths, and ICT 
at Entry Levels 1-3 and Levels 1-2. They’re 
an integral part of many full-time 
programmes at College. 

GCSE 
Stands for General Certificate of 
Secondary Education. GCSEs are single 
subject qualifications and are usually 
completed in one year. 

Higher education 
All education above Level 3 including 
HNCs, HNDs, foundation degrees, and 
honours degrees. 

Levels 
The level of a course indicates its 
degree of difficulty. 5 GCSEs at grades 
A*-C are Level 2, while A Levels are at 
Level 3. Some qualifications are also 
offered at Entry Level, which is lower 
than Level 1. 

OCR 
An awarding body offering 
both academic and vocational 
qualifications. 

Portfolio 
A form of assessment consisting of a 
collection of coursework tasks.  

UCAS Progress 
A website where you can search for, 
compare, and apply for courses from 
different education providers. 

VTCT 
An awarding body associated with hair 
and beauty qualifications. 

A Level reform*
Changes to A Levels are being gradually 
introduced by the Government over the 
next few years. 

A Levels will still have the same value, 
but AS Levels won’t be standalone 
qualifications anymore. 

Your learning for the whole A Level will 
be assessed by exams at the end of your 
two-year programme. 

You’ll still sit exams at the end of your 
first year to gain an indication of your 
performance, which will also be used for 
your UCAS application, but these won’t 
contribute to your final grade. This also 
means that when you apply to study a 
subject, you’ll study that subject for the 
full two-year programme. 

To find out more, including the timeline 
of when new specification A Levels will 
be introduced, please visit our website at: 
www.wakefield.ac.uk/a-level-reform or 
call our Course Information Team and 
ask for an information leaflet. 
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A Scholar’s PhotoCard is available 
if you’re a full-time student aged 16-18, 
which entitles you to half-fare travel in 
West Yorkshire. Application forms can be 
collected from our campus receptions 
after you’ve enrolled on a course.

Leeds

Huddersfield

Barnsley

Dewsbury
Westgate

Station

Kirkgate
Station

Morley

Methley

Castleford

Doncaster

W

T

L

C

Getting to College is easy!

W

T

C

L

Wakefield City Campus 
and Waterton Building

Thornes Park Campus

Lightwaves

Train Station

Bus Station

Walkable

Wakefield is one of the best-connected cities in the country and getting here is easy, 
whether you’re from Wakefield itself or the surrounding areas. 

Leeds, Huddersfield, and Barnsley have great transport links to Wakefield with a 
choice of train or bus, and the campuses within Wakefield itself are within easy 
walking distance of each other. There’s a really useful travel planner at: 
www.metrojourneyplanner.info and free travel guides are available 
in our campus receptions.

Train route

Bus route

Castleford Campus

5 reasons
to choose Wakefield College

College is different from school. Our social spaces are designed 
to give you space to take a break and meet with friends.

We’ve invested millions of pounds in new and refurbished
facilities at Wakefield City Campus, including a fantastic
new floor of science labs.

Our students gain experience in real working environments 
with excellent equipment. Read on to find out why you
should study with us.

Pontefract

Crofton

CA Sixth Form at 
Crofton Academy

CA
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Elements is our professionally equipped 
hair and beauty salon where students 
offer treatments and services to the 
paying public. 

Our Castleford Campus houses excellent 
workshops providing realistic working 
environments for our motor vehicle, 
construction, and engineering students. 

The Waterton Building is our 
performing arts centre with the 160-seat 
Mechanics’ Theatre at the heart. It’s just a 
five-minute walk from our Wakefield City 
Campus and includes dance and drama 
studios, spacious rehearsal rooms, and 
specialist facilities including a backstage 
workshop for production design and 
construction. 

Top quality recording studios and 
social spaces have been refurbished for 
students on our popular music courses at 
Thornes Park Campus.

We’ve invested in extensive facilities 
for sports and public services 
students, including a gym, sports hall, 
climbing wall, fitness testing lab, therapy 
and massage suite, and sports pitches. 

Our campus libraries are called 
LibraryPlus for a reason. They have 
resources and computers to help 
you study as well as silent, quiet, and 
group learning zones, teaching spaces, 
stationery and art materials for sale, and 
support from information specialists. 

The Achievement Resource Centres 
(ARCs) are a study support provision 
for all learners who need support with 
study skills, revision techniques, literacy, 
and numeracy.

1.First-class facilities 
right on your doorstep

All of our campuses are fully-equipped to ensure you have the 
facilities you need to help you succeed.

“ I have a four-year apprenticeship with Coca-Cola and I’m 
impressed with the facilities at Wakefield College. I feel more 
skilled and many more options have opened up to me as a 
result of doing this course.”

“  Students benefit 
from high-quality 
resources that enable 
them to gain valuable 
experience on 
commercially relevant 
equipment.”  
2014 Ofsted inspection 

Our Starbucks cafe on the ground floor of 
the Harrison Building is a popular place to 
meet friends and enjoy a drink and a snack.

Our award-winning Gaskell’s 
Restaurant at Wakefield City Campus is 
operated by our hospitality & catering 
students and is open to the public.

Katy Pryor
Level 2 Performing Engineering Operations 
Fabricating and Welding 
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2.
Supporting 
your success  

every step of the way

Additional Learning Support
Helps students with disabilities, learning 
difficulties, and medical conditions, or those 
who speak English as a second language. 

Careers Guidance
Offers careers and course advice from 
our Careers Team, and access to our 
careers information online and in the 
College libraries.

Chaplaincy
One-to-one support, for all faiths or none.

Counselling and Welfare Support 
Confidential counselling from qualified 
professionals, and guidance and signposting 
service to welfare agencies as appropriate.

Course Information Team
Advice and guidance on our full range of 
courses. Course details are published on 
the website as well as in the form of leaflets 
which are available on request. If you need 
help choosing the right course, get in touch 
and we can advise you further.

Financial Support
Information and confidential advice on 
sources of student finance are available for 
both further and higher education. 

IT 
Moodle is our online virtual learning 
environment which supports your learning. 
Through Moodle you can access learning 
materials and your student record, including 
your timetable and enrolment information. 
You’ll also have a College email account 
which you can also access from home. 

LibraryPlus 
Each main campus has its own library. 
Here you can find books relating to your 
subject, magazines, DVDs, computers, quiet 
places for study, and facilities for scanning, 
printing, and photocopying. You’ll also 
have access to online resources through 
LibraryPlus Discover such as e-books, full 
text newspapers, and magazines from home 
via the LibraryPlus/course pages on Moodle.

Maths and English
You’ll continue to study Maths and English 
until you achieve a GCSE grade A*-C or 
a qualification in Functional Skills if you 
haven’t already achieved this. We’ll fully 
support you and it will be timetabled to fit 
in alongside your course. 

Student Experience Team 
Located at all main campuses and working 
with our Crofton and Lightwaves campuses, 
the team is there to provide a wide range of 
student support services and a high-quality 
student experience on your learning 
journey. The Student Experience Managers 
will make sure that you adapt well to College 
life and get the support you need to make 
the most of your course.

Student Group Leaders 
You’ll be assigned a student group leader 
who’ll support your learning journey and 
review your progress  to make sure you’re 
able to fully participate in all elements of 
your study programme and support your 
achievement and progression. Regular 
meetings and progression reviews will be a 
part of your study programme and will take 
place with your student group leader.

We offer support services so you can succeed in your studies 
and progress to the next step in your journey.  
If you want more details, including how to access these 
services, turn to page 130 towards the back of this prospectus.

“ I came to Wakefield College to improve my Maths, English 
and Functional Skills. Everyone’s really nice and the tutors 
have encouraged me to be confident about what I’m saying 
and to be aware of my actions. The thing I like about College 
is the facilities; there’s even a pool table and table tennis 
table which you can play on during your free time.”

  Bhargav Patel 
  1st Year FLEX VOTE
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3.Giving you the edge 
Kick-start your career

“ The opportunities I’ve had at Wakefield College have 
been absolutely fantastic! As well as the workshops, 
the course has given me real-life experiences, 
including going to London. Since starting the course 
I’ve taken part in more auditions and shows and even 
had a three-month summer placement at Disneyland 
Paris! In September, I’m going to Bird College at The 
University of Greenwich and hope to become a 
performer in the West End.”

Realistic working environments such 
as our hair and beauty salons and training 
restaurant, which will give you the chance 
to provide services to paying clients and 
hone your customer-service skills. 

Purpose-built workshops for practical 
studies in construction, motor vehicle 
and engineering. 

Excellent equipment including the 
latest computer hardware and software, 
similar to what you’re likely to use when 
you start work. 

Links with industry  and local businesses 
such as Wakefield Theatre Royal, Haribo, 
and Coca-Cola mean that we keep the 
content of our courses relevant and in line 
with the needs of employers.

Project work which reflects the sort of 
activities you might be involved in when 
you start your career. 

Live briefs on some courses mean you 
can work on genuine briefs from real 
businesses. 

Lecturers from industry and commerce 
who are not only great teachers but also 
have a wealth of professional experience in 
their fields which they will pass on to you. 

Support staff who are highly trained 
and possess vast experience in supporting 
students with a range of disabilities and 
difficulties and are dedicated to your 
achievement. 

Mirlind Bega 
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Performing Arts 
(Musical Theatre)

Leaving school and enrolling with us could be your first step on the 
way to your dream job! The labour market is fiercely competitive 
and employers can take their pick from a wide pool of candidates, 
so they’re looking for more than just qualifications on paper. 
Studying with us can give you the real-world experience that 
employers are looking for. On the opposite page are a few features of 
our courses which could boost your chances of success in that
all-important interview!
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Amy co-presents BBC Look North’s 
flagship programme alongside familiar 
face Harry Gration. Amy attended 
Kettlethorpe High School before joining 
us where she achieved a Distinction in her 
Level 3 Diploma in Performing Arts and a 
Media Studies A Level. Her first job after 
College was as a singer on a
 round-the-world cruise ship, and from 

there she moved to work 
in children’s television 

at CBBC, CITV, and the 
Disney Channel. Amy 
then achieved a master’s 
degree in Television 
Journalism at Goldsmiths, 
University of London 

when she was 27. She 
covered at Look North 
for a few years, and 
permanently joined 
co-presenter Harry on 
the sofa in 2013.

4.
This year’s pass rate 
exceeded 97% for the 
second year running, 
which is particularly 
impressive given the 33% 
increase in entries this year. 
The number of students 
achieving A* grades doubled. 
This is the 11th year in 
succession that results have 
exceeded 95% 

In addition, 25 Extended 
Diploma students achieved 
three Distintion stars - the 
highest results possible!

With the expertise of our tutors, fantastic industry links, and great 
student support, we can help you to achieve your full potential 
during your time here at College. Here are some former students 
who achieved great things after studying with us…

Our talented photography students showcased their 
work at venues across the city including Unity Works, 
Trinity Walk, Wakefield Museum, and the Artpad as 
part of the Somewhereto_FRAMED project – a UK-wide 
public art exhibition that showcases young artists in 
collaboration with local businesses.

Student Thomas Raddings has 
won a string of local and regional 
swimming competitions over 
the last year, including a gold 
medal at the Down’s Syndrome 
Swimming Federation European 
Open Swimming Championships, 
gold at the British Learning 
Disability Championships, 
three gold medals at the Down’s 
Syndrome International 
Swimming Organisation British 
Open Championships, and two 
national titles at the National 
Halliwick British Championships!

“ I’m proud to say I took A Level Art 
at Wakefield College. Art was a huge 
part of my upbringing and I was really 
passionate about it. To be met with a team 
of teachers at College who were equally 
passionate was inspiring. I’m a firm 
believer that you get back what you put 
in and with the right guidance anything 
is achievable. It was a most rewarding 
course, which I loved and I’m grateful for!”

Adeem has always acknowledged the 
contribution made by Wakefield College 
to his success. Since completing his BA 
(Hons) Graphic Design here, Adeem has 
set up GoWebPrint.com, a company 
providing web design services and online 
marketing solutions. He has also launched 
SingleMuslim.com providing an online 
service for Muslims to meet potential 
partners and opened Flava, an Indian 
restaurant. More recently Adeem has 
raised money for charity and won the 
Shell LiveWire Young Entrepreneur of the 
Year award.

Adeem Younis Entrepreneur

Amy Garcia  
BBC Look North Presenter

Achieving  
your potential
Helping you all the way

Our students celebrated completing the Prince’s Trust qualification. 
The programme is designed to build confidence and motivation 
through work experience opportunities, volunteer-based schemes, 
and local community work. The students worked with a number 
of local businesses and organisations including Nando’s, Maplin, 
Dewsbury Diner, Elite Training, Next Generation, Diva’s, Pets at 
Home, The ABLE Project, Crossroads Assistance For Babies In Need, 
Pontefract Family Centre, and Wakefield District Housing.

The Get SET initiative helps  
young people with severe 
learning difficulties or disabilities 
gain experience and work 
placements. College student Amy 
Wightman has quickly settled  
into her placement with Cedar 
Court Hotel as part of the 
housekeeping team. She said: 
“Since starting my placement I feel 
much more motivated. The staff 
have been really supportive and 
have given me responsibilities 
sooner than I expected. I really 
enjoy my placement.”

Students on our photography, 
media, art, fashion, games, and 
graphics courses showcased their 
hard work in The Arts Festival with 
thanks to National Lottery funded 
team Somewhereto_FRAMED and 
Woodhead Investments. The festival 
was held in our Gissing Building and 
two large shops on Wood Street.

Former A Level student Alice Brumby has gone on to achieve great things since completing 
her study of English Literature, History, and Sociology with us! Alice studied at the University of 
Huddersfield and graduated with a first-class honours degree in English and History. 

Alice then received a scholarship for a three-year Ph.D. to study the history of mental health 
care in Wakefield and Huddersfield. During this time, Alice also worked part time for the 
University, teaching nineteenth and twentieth century modules to history and English 
literature undergraduates. She has also co-curated an exhibition at the Thackray Medical 
Museum and has had her work published.

Claire Cooper Actress

Alice Brumby Ph.D. student
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Enriching your  
experience
More than just the classroom!5. Getting involved in enrichment activities can really boost your CV 

and UCAS application to make you stand out from the crowd! There 
are loads of activities to get involved in including trips, volunteering 
and competitions, which you can do as part of your course or just 
for fun, and it’s a great way to meet new people.

It’s your Union; 
get involved!
Your Students’ Union is there to support and represent 
you and is a big part of College life. The Union organises 
events, trips, volunteering opportunities, and societies 
to make sure you get the most out of College. 

Being a student also means you can register 
for an NUS card which allows you to get a 
discount in high street stores and online.

Represent your  
fellow students
Putting yourself forward for 
a role in the Students’ Union 
Executive can really boost  
your skills. You will become 
the voice of the students 
and be a vital link between 
them and the College. 
The Executive organises 
meetings, social events, and 
gathers student feedback. 

Sarah Greaves won first place in 
the nail services category of the 
WorldSkills UK competition with her 
set of fabulous acrylic nails. Sarah 
competed against 11 other  
competitors and will go on to the  
finals at the NEC in Birmingham.

Sports and  
physical activities
break/street dance, clubbercise, 
fencing, pool, boccia*, new 
age kurling*, cheerleading, 
weightlifting, Zumba, yoga and 
much more…
*disability friendly

Everyone can have a go - 
grow an interest or try
something new! 

 

“ Alongside my course, I’m 
also Disabilities Officer at the 
Students’ Union, which has 
made me more organised 
and improved my social skills. 
It also helped me to achieve 
my goal of going on to study 
biology at university! I’ve really 
enjoyed being part of the 
Students’ Union. It’s helped me 
to understand what College 
is like for students with more 
severe disabilities and I hope 
I’ve made a difference to their 
time here.”

  Robert Allcock
 Level 3 Extended Diploma  
 Applied Science (Medical)

Be part of our  
student voice!  

Tell us what you think 
about College by 

talking to your student 
reps and filling out 

student surveys and 
feedback cards

Social groups
chess club, LGBTQ club, knit and 
knatter, cookery club, debating 
club, College newsletter, 
bookswap and much more…

Students’ Union organised a  Fun Run  May 2015

Wakefield College Debating Society 2015

Us Girls Rocks 2015

School of Popular Music at  
Long Division Music Festival  2015

FAME 2015
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Students on a Biology 
field trip to Robin Hood’s 
Bay and an Art field trip 
to Venice, Italy.

“ The host organisation was 
excellent. Very friendly and 
very helpful on my first few 
days when I needed extra 
help finding things and with 
the language.”

   Danielle Bailey   Sweden 2014

Erasmus+ funding allows us to work 
with partner organisations in countries 
including Malta, Croatia, and Spain to 
provide work experience opportunities 
ranging from working in the kitchens of 
a Hilton hotel to assisting with a vulture 
conservation project.

“ It’s important to employers that you 
have experience and qualifications. 
It was hard at first as there was a 
language barrier, but I managed to 
learn a bit of Swedish and teach the 
children some English words and 
songs. I really enjoyed myself and 
am proud of what I achieved. I’ll be 
able to look back on this experience 
in my studies and  
future employment.”

Beth Smith  - Level 3 Diploma in 
Childcare and Education 
Sweden 2015

“ The experience at the Bottlenose Dolphin 
Research Institute gave me a great understanding 
of what it’s like to work abroad. It gave me the 
chance to live on my own, which was a huge 
change for me and also helped me to decide that 
I want to work abroad in future. The experience 
gave me lots of confidence and really improved my 
communication skills!”

  Georgea French - 
  Level 2 Diploma in Animal Care  Spain 2015
 

Added  
dimensions
We make our courses varied 
and interesting by packing in 
extra features including:

• guest speakers

• visits

•   residential opportunities, 
including overseas trips

College students 
meet Council Leaders

Public Services students went on a camping trip to Nottingham and a 
five-day camping expedition to Anglesey and Snowdonia

RSC Young Analyst 
Competition at 
Huddersfield University

Sports Development Coaching and Fitness 
residential to Italy - 2015

A Level English trip to Haworth
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Apprenticeships
at Wakefield College

We work with top companies 
including Coca-Cola, Haribo, and 
Next, and you can too! 

Apprenticeships are a great mix of hands-
on learning in the workplace and theory 
learned with us in College to give you the 
practical skills and knowledge you’ll need 
to thrive in the working world.

They’re for anyone aged 16 or over and 
they allow you to earn and learn at the 
same time, meaning you have great 
prospects for the future! 

After completing your apprenticeship, 
you can progress to higher level 
apprenticeships or higher education 
here with us at College. If you need more 
information, call us or look in more detail 
online at:
www.wakefield.ac.uk/apprenticeships 
where you can find more information 
about our courses on offer. 

So if you think an apprenticeship might be 
for you, join us and start your journey to a 
fulfilling career!

We offer three levels of apprenticeship: 

Level Qualification  Minimum entry
 equivalent to requirements Duration

GCSEs in English Language  
and Maths at grade A*-D

5 GCSEs grade A*-C

To find out, call our  
Course Information Team  
on 01924 789111

Level 2 Intermediate 
Apprenticeship

Level 3 Advanced 
Apprenticeship

Level 4 Higher 
Apprenticeship

5 GCSEs grade A*-C

2 or more A Levels

Foundation degree,  
HNC Diploma, or  
HND Diploma

1-2 years

1-2 years

Up to 2 years

“ Studying my apprenticeship with  
Coca-Cola Enterprises has given me a  
kick-start in the field of engineering!”

 Harrison Ainsworth   
 Level 3 Performing Engineering Operations

If you’re aged 16 or 17
You can apply online through  
UCAS Progress at school or you can log  
in at home.

How to apply

We currently offer  
apprenticeships in:

accounts, beauty therapy, brickwork, 
business administration, carpentry and 
joinery, childcare, civil engineering, 
construction, customer service, 
dental nursing, electrical installation, 
engineering, hairdressing, health and 
social care, hospitality and catering, 
information technology, logistics, motor 
vehicle, motorcycle maintenance and 
repair, plastering, plumbing, security, 
and supporting teaching and learning 
(classroom assistant).

We’re adding to our apprenticeship 
programmes all the time. If the area you’re 
interested in isn’t on this list, please contact 
the Apprentice Recruitment Team for the 
most up-to-date information.

“ I chose to become an 
apprentice because it 
was a great alternative 
to university and it’s 
put me in a brilliant 
position for the future.”

 Kyle Howell 
  Level 4 Higher 

Apprenticeship in 
Accountancy

Funding for employers may be 
available. In some cases, your 
employer may have a small fee 
to pay towards the cost of your 
training. Get in touch or visit our 
website for more information.

“ I’m lucky enough 
to be doing an 
apprenticeship with 
Mars. The course is 
very enjoyable and the 
tutors are supportive 
and make it fun. I’ve 
enjoyed my time 
here so much, I plan 
on coming back for 
two more years to 
study mechanical and 
electrical engineering.”

  Joseph Banks   
Level 3 Performing  
Engineering Operations

Contact the 
Apprentice  

Recruitment Team
ask for our Apprenticeships  

Guide to find out more!

01924 789469
apprenticeships@wakefield.ac.uk
wakefield.ac.uk/apprenticeships

If you’re aged 18+
Complete an application form, available 
from our campus receptions or the 
Course Information Team on  
01924 789111. Just drop in to any 
reception or give the team a call or email 
and they’ll send you one in the post.
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sixthf rm
at wakefieldcollege

If you want to study and have
the chance to progress to higher
education, look no further
than our excellent Sixth Form.
We offer a vibrant, friendly
and supportive learning
environment where you can
study a wide range of subjects at
A Level or an Advanced Level
Diploma in a vocational subject. 
You’ll be supported and
encouraged to meet your full
potential, achieve high grades,
and go on to the next step,
whether that’s higher education,
an apprenticeship, or a job in
your chosen career.      

Accounting
Art, Craft & Design 
Biology
Business Studies
Chemistry
Computer Science
Economics
English Language
English Literature
English Language and Literature
Film Studies
French
Geography
Graphic Communication

History
Information Communication Technology
Law
Mathematics
Further Mathematics
Media Studies
Photography
Physical Education*
Physics
Psychology
Sociology
Spanish

*This is a new course for September 2016 and  
is offered subject to approval and recruitment.

Our new building at Crofton 
Academy offers post-16 study 
options in a modern and supportive 
environment before going into 
employment or on to university.

The sixth form combines the strengths 
of ourselves and Crofton Academy, and 
the courses we offer are taught by staff 
from both institutions.

We offer courses including Taster 
Programmes up to Level 1, Diplomas at 
Levels 2 and 3, and A Levels, which are 
open to all students from the local area 
regardless of which secondary school 
you’re attending. 

We know that it can be difficult to 
choose the right sixth form and 
course. You can get more details about 
our courses by calling the Course 
Information Team on 01924 789111.

Ask for our Sixth Form 
at Crofton Academy 

prospectus to find  
out more

Advanced Level Vocational Courses

AS/A Levels

Level 3 Diploma in Childcare and Education (Early Years Educator)  

Level 3 Diploma/Extended Diploma in Sport (Development, Coaching and Fitness)

Level 3 Diploma/Extended Diploma in Sport (Performance and Excellence)

Level 3 Diploma/Extended Diploma in Uniformed Public Services

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Animal Management 

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Applied Science

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Art & Design

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Business

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Computer Games Design

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Computing/IT

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Construction and the Built Environment (Civil Engineering)

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Creative Media (TV and Film)

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Electrical and Electronic Engineering

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Fashion Textiles

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Graphic Design

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Health and Social Care

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Mechanical Engineering

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Music (Performance)

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Music Technology 

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Performing Arts (Acting)

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Performing Arts (Dance)

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Performing Arts (Musical Theatre)

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Photography

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Sport & Exercise Sciences

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Travel & Tourism

sixthf rm
at CroftonAcademy

Pick up a  
Sixth Form prospectus  

to find out more about 
A Levels. There you’ll 

find full details of each A 
Level subject, and more 

information about what it’s 
like to be a sixth form  

student with us.

Opposite is a list of subjects that
we offer at A Level and Advanced
Level Vocational Diplomas.
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Animal Care
Animal care is a diverse and expanding industry, worth £1 billion to
the UK economy. With 46% of households owning a pet, and a rise
in the number of people visiting zoos and wildlife parks, there are
many job prospects for those with the right qualifications.

We offer specialist facilities for the study of animal care, including
a collection of exotic and mammalian species. Our partnership
with Askham Bryan College in York enables our students to gain
experience with further species and unique resources.

“ Animal care has always been an interest of mine, so I was 
excited to start at Wakefield College. The best part of the course 
were the trips we took to Yorkshire Wildlife Park and Chester 
Zoo where I got a real understanding of different species.

  Doing this course, I have managed to get a job in a cattery and 
pet shop and I plan to progress onto the Level 3 course.”

 Rachel Lowe
 Level 2 Diploma in Animal Care

Courses we offer:
Level 1 Diploma in Land-based Studies – Animal Care
Level 2 Diploma in Animal Care
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Animal Management

•   work in partnership with Askham Bryan College

•   animal collection on campus

•   tutor expertise 

•   great regional, national and international links

•   visits and field trips to access a larger variety of animals

 Opportunities for overseas residentials

 Wakefield City Campus / Askham Bryan College / Work Placement

Our animal care courses offer 

possible work placement in 

Senj, Croatia, at a birds of prey 

conservation centre, or Galicia, 

Spain working with dolphins. 

There are also residentials at 

Disneyland Paris and trips to 

Yorkshire Wildlife Park and 

Chester/Blackpool zoos.

/animalcareandhorticultureatwakefieldcollege @wakeycollege /WakefieldCollege/animal.carew
Connect 

with us
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Entry requirements
•  Relevant Entry Level qualification and English 

and Maths at Entry Level 3 and commitment to 
the animal care industry

About the course
Animal care is a diverse industry and this 
programme provides the opportunity to work with 
and care for a range of animals. Some activities take 
place at our animal unit, but there will also be the 
chance to go on visits and field trips to experience 
working with a larger variety of animals. 
Topics studied can include:
• maintaining the health and wellbeing of animals
•  movement, handling and accommodation  

of animals
• introduction to wildlife and conservation
• animals in the wild and in society
• industrial experience 

How you will learn and be assessed
You’ll learn through a mixture of 40% classroom 
work and 60% practical work. You’ll build your 
skills, professional techniques, and knowledge by 
working with a range of small mammals and exotic 
animals. Assessment is by an online, multiple choice 
test for one of the units, while the remaining units 
will have observed or written assessments. These 
can be in the form of posters, leaflets, completing 
assignment tasks, or answering questions.

Careers and further study
Students can progress to our Level 2 Diploma in 
Animal Care, followed by our Level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Animal Management in partnership 
with Askham Bryan. After completing this course, 
you can go on to jobs including pet store assistant, 
cattery or kennel assistant, stable hand, wildlife 
rehabilitation, and charity animal care assistant. 

Wakefield City Campus
1 year
City & Guilds

Level 1 Diploma in  
Land-based Studies -  
Animal Care

Wakefield City Campus
1 year
City & Guilds

Level 2 Diploma in  
Animal Care

WCC*/Askham Bryan College
2 years
NPTC/City & Guilds

Level 3 Extended  
Diploma in Animal  
Management

Entry requirements
•  4 GCSEs grade A* - D including English Language 

or Maths
OR
•   an appropriate Level 1 course plus Functional 

Skills Level 1 English or maths with a minimum 
of Entry 3 for both these

About the course
If you’ve always wanted to work with animals, 
this course allows you to get to grips with the 
basics of animal care and prepare yourself for a 
fulfilling career. 
Topics studied can include:
• animal behaviour and handling
• animal health and welfare
• understand British wildlife species
• introduction to caring for zoo animals

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is classroom based but you will also 
complete 150 hours of work experience. You’ll 
learn through classroom activities such as lectures, 
discussions, and attending talks by visiting 
speakers. The rest of your time will be spent getting 
hands-on experience of animal handling, research,  
and lab work. Assessment takes place through 
practical skills tests, written assignments, and oral 
presentations. Your performance during work 
experience will also be assessed.

Careers and further study
Many students who achieve a Merit grade progress 
on to our Level 3 Extended Diploma in Animal 
Management, which is taught in partnership with 
Askham Bryan College in York. After completing 
this course, you can go on to jobs including kennel 
assistant, animal nursing assistant, animal groomer, 
pet shop assistant, or zookeeper.

Entry requirements
•  4 GCSEs grade A*-C including English Language 

or Maths and preferably Science OR English 
or Maths at grade D if not included in the four 
GCSEs at grade A*-C

OR
• Level 2 Diploma at Merit grade and Level 2 in       
 English and Maths

About the course
This course gives you the unique opportunity 
to experience the huge collection of animals at 
Askham Bryan College in York and take advantage 
of their partnership with Flamingo Land Zoo.
Topics studied can include:
•  animal handling
•  welfare
•  behaviour
•  anatomy
You’ll also choose a pathway to enable you to 
study more specialist units. 

How you will learn and be assessed
You’ll learn through a combination of formal 
lectures, presentations, discussions, group work, 
field trips, and practical activities. Assessment takes 
place through a range of methods including written 
assignments and practical and project work. 
Some units and practical work take place at 
Askham Bryan College in York, and in your first 
year you’ll undertake a work placement. Transport 
is provided from Wakefield to Askham Bryan.

Careers and further study
You can progress to higher education study 
at college or a university in subjects including 
zoology, marine biology, or animal welfare and 
behaviour. Career opportunities exist including 
supervisory or management positions in 
environments including, zoos, wildlife rescue 
centres, and the veterinary industry.

* Wakefield City Campus
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Art,  Design
& Media

The creative industries offer many exciting and varied
career paths. Whether you want to be behind the
camera or in front of it, working with technology or
fabric, we have a course that’s right for you. 

We offer high-quality courses across a range of subjects
including film and television, photography, computer
games design, 3D modelling, 3D animation, web
design, graphic design, advertising and illustration,
visual effects, fashion, art, and textiles.

Teaching takes place at the Wakefield City Campus
with specialist workshop facilities and well-resourced
teaching areas. Our tutors have extensive industry
experience and have developed strong links with many
local and national organisations, enabling students to
undertake live projects and exhibit their work
regularly throughout the year.

/mediaartanddesignatwakefieldcollege @wakeycollege /WakefieldCollege/media.art.designw
Connect 

with us

Courses we offer:
Level 1 Diploma in Art & Design
Level 2 Diploma in Art & Design
Level 2 First Extended Certificate in Creative Digital Media Production
(Games Development)
Level 2 First Extended Certificate in Creative Media Production
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Art & Design
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Computer Games Design
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Creative Media (TV and Film)
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Fashion Textiles
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Graphic Design
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Photography
Level 3 Foundation Diploma in Art & Design

• excellent software and hardware

• staff with extensive, relevant industry experience

• strong links with local and national organisations

• students work on live briefs and exhibit their work regularly

•   various residentials including trips abroad to Berlin, Disneyland 
 Paris and Barcelona

 Opportunities for overseas residentials

 Wakefield City Campus 

“ I have passion for textile 
design, so my tutor 
recommended this course 
to me. There’s a friendly 
atmosphere and the tutors are 
extremely helpful which has 
helped me develop new and 
existing skills - it’s the perfect 
course for young artists who 
are creative and experimental 
in textiles. I want to study 
textile design at university 
and then pursue a career in 
surface design.”

  Jasmine Firth 
 Level 3 Extended Diploma in  
 Fashion Textiles

The End of Year Exhibition 
showcases student work from 
throughout the year. It lasts a week 
and is open to the public.
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Wakefield City Campus
Up to 1 year
Edexcel BTEC

Level 1 Diploma in  
Art & Design

Wakefield City Campus
1 year
OCR (Cambridge Technical) 

Level 2 Diploma in  
Art & Design

Wakefield City Campus
1 year

BTEC Edexcel 

Level 2 First Extended 
Certificate in Creative 
Digital Media Production 
(Games Development)

Entry requirements
•  4 GCSEs grade A*-D or equivalent including 

English Language and preferably an art, media, 
or design subject and a minimum Level 1 
numeracy qualification. If you don’t have a 
numeracy qualification we can assess you 

OR
• Related Level 1 or Level 2 qualifications

About the course
Whether your passion is for fine art, digital, 
graphics, or textiles, this course will prepare you 
for your future career. The course includes regular 
project-related visits to local museums, galleries, 
and places of interest to support your final project. 
We also enjoy a day in London and the course 
concludes with the exhibition of your work in our 
summer show. 
Topics studied can include:
• 2D and 3D visual recording 
• 3D design
• printmaking
• sculpture
• mixed media

How you will learn and be assessed 
The course will be delivered through a series of 
assignments and practical workshops with a 
split between 80% practical learning and 20% 
classroom learning. You’ll have the opportunity to 
work on flexible projects that allow you to build on 
your skills, interests, and strengths. Assessment is 
continual by tutors and an external moderator. 

Careers and further study
You could progress to the Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Art and Design, Fashion and Textiles, Graphic 
Design, or Creative Media. After completing this 
course you can gain employment in the commercial 
sector at junior level in such areas as web design, 
graphic design, or interior design.

Entry requirements
• 4 GCSEs grade A*-D including English Language
OR
•   relevant Level 1 qualification at Merit level, plus 

Functional Skills English and Maths at Entry Level 3

About the course
This course will enable you to gain insight into 
a wide range of job roles across the sector. You’ll 
learn a range of skills and plan, develop, and 
publish your own game using industry-standard 
conventions and techniques.  
Topics studied can include:
•  digital publishing production
•  website production
•  digital design for digital media
•  digital photography for a media product
•  media industry in context
You’ll also learn and develop your skills in the use 
of Adobe Photoshop, HTML and CSS use in website 
development, animation techniques in Adobe 
Edge Animate, and publishing in Adobe InDesign. 

How you will learn and be assessed 
The course is split between 80% classroom 
study and 20% exams. You’ll learn through 
taught class sessions. Assessment is through a 
mixture of coursework assignments, projects and 
examinations.

Careers and further study
You could progress onto the Level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Computer Games Design or Level 3 
Creative & Digital Industries. Completing this 
course can allow you to progress to employment 
in a range of areas including games development, 
advertising, animation, graphic design, 
illustration, web design, marketing, and TV.

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grades D to G including English   
 Language
OR
•  Entry Certificate in Skills for Working Life, Life 

Skills, Foundation Learning or other Entry Level 
qualifications

OR
•   Entry 3 numeracy qualification. If you do not 

have this, we can assess your level of numeracy
•  related interests and experiences
•  commitment and enthusiasm

About the course
This course provides an opportunity to explore 
and study a variety of different areas. You’ll 
develop your artistic knowledge, skill, confidence, 
communication, presentation, and time 
management skills to create a varied body of work. 
You’ll learn skills including drawing, painting, 
printmaking, textiles, graphic design, and 3D 
design. Throughout the year there will be various 
visits to art galleries and other places relating to 
your studies. 

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is taught through 80% practical 
work and 20% classroom sessions. You’ll work 
in our specialist workshops and studios and 
your practical work will be continually assessed 
throughout the course by your tutor. 

Careers and further study
Completion of this course can allow you to 
progress to a Level 2 Diploma in Art & Design. 
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Wakefield City Campus
1 year
OCR (Cambridge Technical)

Level 2 First Extended 
Certificate in Creative 
Media Production

Wakefield City Campus
2 years
Edexcel BTEC

Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Art & Design

Wakefield City Campus
2 years
BTEC Edexcel 

Level 3 Extended  
Diploma in Computer 
Games Design

Entry requirements
•  ALL applicants must complete a satisfactory 

interview and provide a portfolio of visual work 
in support of their application

AND
•    5 GCSEs grade A*-C including English Language 

and either an art & design or technical subject
OR
•  a Merit overall on a Level 2 Diploma or equivalent 

and a Level 2 English qualification

About the course
This practical course allows you to explore a wide 
range of techniques, with drawing being of high 
importance. You’ll also visit local and regional art 
galleries and in the second year you’ll complete a 
one week overseas residential. 
Topics studied can include:
• painting
• sculpture
• printing
• ceramics
• textiles

How you will learn and be assessed
You’ll learn by completing projects and 
assignments. The course structure is split between 
75% practical work, including residential activities, 
and 25% classroom work. You’ll learn through 
tutor-led workshops, lectures, demonstrations, 
researching and interpreting the work of others.. 
Assessment is continuous.  You’ll also work towards 
a portfolio of evidence which attracts further points 
towards entry to higher education courses.

Careers and further study
After completing this course, you can progress to a 
wide range of roles including animator, fine artist, 
illustrator, or interior designer. This qualification 
offers progression to a variety of art-related courses 
including our Level 3 Foundation Diploma in Art & 
Design, or you could apply to university. 

Entry requirements
•  4 GCSEs grade A*-D
OR
•   Introductory/Level 1 Diploma at Merit grade in a 

related subject
OR
•  other related Level 1 or Level 2 qualifications

About the course
This course provides you with the knowledge 
and skills to work in a wide range of areas within 
the sector. You’ll gain a solid foundation in media 
principles and technologies. 
Topics studied can include:
•  introducing media products and audiences
•  audio-visual skills
•  photography 
•  planning and production 
•  film and TV 
•  sound 
•  graphic design 

How you will learn and be assessed
This is a creative course which is mostly practical, 
with some artistic, research and theoretical content. 
This also includes day visits. You’ll participate in own 
continuous assessment through practical projects. 
Your tutor will provide regular feedback and 
maintain a record of assessment.

Careers and further study
You can progress to Level 3 Creative Media 
(TV & Film), Level 3 Photography, Level 3 Music 
Technology or Level 3 Graphics courses with 
us. Film and television, photography, audio 
production, graphic design are possible career 
pathways after completing this course.

Entry requirements
•   ALL applicants must complete a successful 

interview
AND
•   5 GCSEs grade A*-C including English Language 

and Maths
OR
•   A Merit overall on a Level 2 Diploma or 

equivalent and Level 2 qualifications in English 
Language and Maths 

About the course
If you’re creative and passionate about studying 
the design of computer games and committed to 
developing your skills in all areas, including drawing, 
then this is the ideal course for you. The course is 
based in our dedicated computer games studios 
using software such as 3ds Max, Photoshop, Flash, 
Unreal Development Kit, and Dreamweaver.  You 
don’t need prior experience as you’ll learn all the 
software by starting with the basics.  

How you will learn and be assessed
You’ll be taught through practical workshop-based 
sessions that encourage learning by doing using 
industry-standard software and techniques. You 
can have the chance to create 2D games, 3D game 
levels, and game design documents. Trips and 
residentials are important elements of this course. 
You’ll be assessed through assignments and 
practical project work. 

Careers and further study
This course is the first step to gaining employment 
in a range of exciting industries including computer 
games design, computer games development, 
computer games writing, computer animation, 
digital art, graphic design and web design. After 
completing this course you could progress to 
higher education at university or study our FdA 
Independent Game Development or FdA Web 
Design course.
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Wakefield City Campus
2 years
Edexcel 

Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Creative Media 
(TV and Film)

Wakefield City Campus
2 years
Edexcel BTEC

Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Fashion Textiles

Wakefield City Campus
2 years
BTEC Edexcel

Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Graphic Design

Wakefield City Campus
2 years
Edexcel BTEC

Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Photography

Wakefield City Campus
1 year
Edexcel

Level 3 Foundation 
Diploma in Art and Design

Entry requirements
• a Level 3 or equivalent qualification in a relevant  
 subject
OR
• a portfolio of work which demonstrates the  
 appropriate level and standard.

About the course
This stimulating course is to prepare students 
for higher education or employment. The course 
focuses on building fundamental drawing, 
painting, mixed-media skills, and developing 
knowledge of space, measurement, surface, and 
colour theory. 
You can then choose a pathway which allows you 
to specialise in your chosen area: 
•  textiles, surface pattern and fashion design 
•  visual communication 
•  3D design and crafts 
•  fine art 

How you will learn and be assessed 
The course is split into 80% practical learning 
and 20% theoretical practice. You’ll learn through 
a range of projects for which assessment is 
continuous.  As well as regular local visits to 
galleries, museums and exhibitions, there 
will be a residential visit to consolidate your 
understanding of art appreciation and inform 
your own work.

Careers and further study 
Completion of this course can lead to work as a 
self-employed fine artist, photographer, 
crafts-person, or as a designer in a variety of 
specialist areas of study including graphic design, 
costume design, or jewellery design. You could 
also go on to study a foundation or honours 
degree such as our FdA Commercial Photography.

Entry requirements
•  ALL applicants must provide a portfolio of visual 

work in support of their application
AND
•  5 GCSEs grade A*-C including English Language 

and either an art & design or technical subject
OR
•  a Merit overall on an appropriate Level 2 

Diploma or equivalent and a Level 2 English 
qualification

About the course
This practical course is designed to give you a 
sound introduction to the subject and skills to 
transfer into the professional world. 
You’ll study 5 core units and then choose from 
specialist units including:
•  darkroom practice
•  location photography
•  specialist studio techniques

How you will learn and be assessed
Delivery of the course is split between 70% 
practical study including trips and 30% 
classroom-based lectures and study. You’ll spend 
time working independently and exploring 
image making and techniques in capture, process, 
and manipulation. You’ll complete assignments 
and work towards a portfolio of evidence that 
will comprise evidence generated by your studies. 
This portfolio attracts points that add to your 
overall performance and attractiveness to higher 
education establishments.

Careers and further study
After completing this course you can progress 
to higher education to study courses such as our 
FdA Commercial Photography. This course can 
allow you to progress to roles such as assistant 
to a photographer or a freelance photographer in 
your own right. With further study or training you 
could go on to work in press photography, social 
photography, or commercial photography.

Entry requirements
•   ALL students must submit a portfolio of visual 

work evidencing some ability to draw and draft 
an idea

AND
•   5 GCSEs grade A*-C including English Language 

and an art and design or technical subject and 
Maths at Level 2 

OR
•   Level 2 Diploma or equivalent at Merit and 

Level 2 in English and Maths 

About the course
If you dream of designing posters, product 
packaging, branding, advertisements, magazine 
covers, or album art, graphic design could be your 
ideal career. 
Topics studied can include:
•  digital imaging
•  design for advertising
•  packaging design
•  typographic and layout design

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is mostly practical, with artistic research 
and theoretical content. This also includes day visits 
and an international residential trip. You’ll be taught 
through workshop-based sessions that encourage 
hands-on experience of industry standard 
software and techniques and you’ll undertake 
live client briefs, which will allow you to develop a 
commercially relevant portfolio. You’ll be assessed 
through assignments and practical project work. 

Careers and further study
This programme gives you the opportunity to 
progress to higher education or pursue a career 
in a broad range of areas of design such as 
advertising, printing, packaging, publishing, film 
and TV, product design, spatial design, illustration, 
or computer graphics. If you want to continue your 
study, you could progress to our FdA Web Design 
or Level 3 Foundation Diploma in Art & Design.

Entry requirements
• ALL applicants must complete a satisfactory 
interview and provide a portfolio of visual work
AND
•  5 GCSEs grade A*-C including English Language 

and either an art & design or technical subject
OR
•  a Merit overall on a Level 2 Diploma or 

equivalent and a Level 2 English qualification

About the course
This course allows you to explore a wide range of 
techniques and culminates in a final project and 
show. You’ll have the chance to visit art galleries 
and textile factories, go on a trip to London, and 
participate in a one week overseas residential.
You’ll study 5 core modules plus a choice of 
specialist units, which can include:
•  fabric manipulation
•  embroidered textiles
•  printed textiles
•  fashion visualisation
•  final major project - application and realisation

How you will learn and be assessed
The course structure is split between 75% 
practical work including residential activities, 
and 25% classroom work. You’ll learn through 
workshops, lectures, and demonstrations. 
Assessment will be continuous and is through 
completion of projects and assignments. You’ll 
also work towards a portfolio of evidence.

Careers and further study
This qualification offers progression to a variety 
of art-related courses including our Level 3 
Foundation Diploma in Art & Design, or you 
could apply to university. A wide range of roles 
are available within the industry such as fashion 
and textile designers, fashion buying, fashion 
marketing, fashion retail, textile artist maker, 
surface printer, and window dressing.

Entry requirements
•  ALL applicants must complete a satisfactory 

interview
AND
•  5 GCSEs grade A*-C including English Language 

and an art, design, or technical subject
OR
•  a Merit on a Level 2 diploma or equivalent and a 

Level 2 English qualification

About the course
If you dream of being paid to make great films, 
commercials, music videos, or documentaries, 
this course is for you! You’ll develop practical 
skills across a wide range of disciplines including 
camerawork, editing and screenwriting as well 
as how to apply these skills to a wide range of 
media formats. 
Topics studied can include: 
•   how to interact with people who help develop 

your work
•   working to a commissioned brief
•  reflecting on your work 
•   investigation of historical and contemporary 

contexts in the creative and media arts

How you will learn and be assessed
You’ll be taught through workshop-based 
sessions that encourage hands-on experience 
of industry-standard software with some 
artistic, research and theoretical content. This 
also includes day visits and an international 
residential trip. You’ll be assessed through 
assignments and practical project work. 

Careers and further study
You could progress to our FdA Web Design or FdA 
Commercial Photography, or you could go on to 
study video, film, media, journalism, animation, 
or special effects production courses at other 
institutions. Careers exist in areas such as television, 
journalism, film, animation, or photography.
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Business
Practical application is the key to studying business with us, and our
students gain valuable business, office, and information technology
skills which are attractive to employers.

Our students benefit from knowledgeable tutors who have a wealth
of commercial experience. This is complemented by excellent
facilities, including access to our state-of-the-art library and multiple
ICT suites at Wakefield City Campus.

Courses we offer:
Level 1 Diploma in Business Administration
Level 2  First Extended Certificate in Business
Level 3 Diploma/Extended Diploma in Business

/businessandmanagementatwakefieldcollege @wakeycollege /WakefieldCollege/businessw
Connect 

with us

• Level 1 practical aspect with a hands-on approach 

• Level 2 and 3 courses include occasional visits including enterprise
 conferences and students are encouraged to take part in competitions 

• guest speakers from the industry are invited in to share their 
 experience and knowledge

• second year students will take part in the organisation and
 management of a practical event outside of the College environment

 Wakefield City Campus

“ In my first year at Wakefield 
College I did some work 
experience in the Marketing 
Department, which definitely 
taught me a lot about how a 
real office operates, and I felt I 
could take what I learned in the 
classroom into the workplace. 

  I also took part in Young 
Enterprise where students 
create their own business and 
run it for about eight months, 
which overall was successful.” 

  Arnis Klines
 Level 3  Diploma in Business

Studying business can help you in loads of different career 
or education pathways including HR, marketing, event 
management, and accounting.
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Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs grade E-F, including English Language 

and Maths
OR
•  Entry Level 3 English and Maths

About the course
This course provides an interesting introduction 
to the world of business. You will have the 
opportunity to develop a range of skills and 
techniques essential for successful performance 
in working life. 
Topics studied can include: 
•  planning and running an enterprise activity
•  investigating rights and responsibilities at work
•  communicating electronically
•  creating business documents
•  recording business transactions

How you will learn and be assessed
You’ll learn through a combination of  
classroom-based learning and practical activities. 
You’ll be assessed on your knowledge of 
theory through a combination of short-answer 
questions and written assignments. You’ll also 
undertake timed practical assessments as well 
as taking part in role-play situations where you’ll 
demonstrate your new skills.

Careers and further study
This qualification will provide opportunities for 
employment in many areas associated with 
business. After completing this course you can 
progress to our Level 2 First Extended Certificate 
in Business or another Level 2 Diploma in a 
course of your choice.

Wakefield City Campus
1 year 
BTEC Edexcel

Level 1 Diploma in 
Business Administration

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs at grade A*-D including English 

Language and Maths
OR
•   Level 1 Diploma at Merit and Functional Skills 

English and Maths at Level 1

About the course
Take your first steps towards a successful career 
in business with this full-time course taught by 
dedicated professionals.
Topics studied can include: 
•  finance for business
•  principles of marketing
•  promoting a brand
•  principles of customer service
•  recruitment and selection
•  visual merchandising

How you will learn and be assessed 
This course is classroom based. You’ll learn 
through projects and assignments based on 
realistic workplace situations and activities. 
You’ll also gain knowledge from classroom 
presentations, group work, research tasks, 
exhibitions and occasional visits and guest 
speakers. Finance and marketing knowledge 
will be externally examined. The rest of your 
course content will be internally examined. 

Careers and further study
Employment at a junior level is possible as 
an administrative assistant, investment 
administrator, receptionist, customer service 
assistant, sales representative, personnel 
assistant, or telesales operator. Progression is 
possible to the Level 3 Diploma or Extended 
Diploma in Business. If you’re in employment, 
you could study a more vocational course.

Wakefield City Campus
1 year
BTEC Edexcel

Level 2 First Extended 
Certificate in Business

Wakefield City Campus
2 years
BTEC

Level 3 Diploma/Extended 
Diploma in Business

Images

Entry requirements
For the Diploma: 
•   4 GCSEs at grade A*-C including English 

Language and Level 2 Maths
OR
•   A combination of GCSEs at grade A*-C not 

including English and Level 2 Diploma at Merit 
and Level 2 English and Maths

For the Extended Diploma:
•   5 GCSEs at grade A*-C including English 

Language and Maths or Functional Skills Level 
2 in English and Maths

OR
•   A combination of GCSEs at grade A*-C 

including English and Maths or Functional 
Skills Level 2 in English and Maths 

AND  
•   Level 2 Diploma at Distinction

About the course
This course will kick-start your career in the 
exciting world of business.
Topics studied can include:
•  the business environment
•  introduction to marketing
•  retail and supply chain organisation
•  event management

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is classroom based, where you’ll 
learn through formal lessons, case studies, 
business-related activities, individual research, 
guest speakers and visits. Assessment takes 
place through internally assessed assignments. 

Careers and further study
You can progress to a wide range of business 
careers such as accounting technician, housing 
officer, legal secretary, or paralegal or trainee 
legal executive. You can go on to study a range 
of higher education courses such as our HNC 
Business and the FdA Management & Business 
Enterprise or apprenticeships.
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Childcare
Many families rely on professional childcare to help balance work
and family responsibilities, which makes childcare a growing sector
with many opportunities.

Our childcare courses have been developed by experienced
professionals and will help you to enjoy a rewarding career working
with children. Our courses include a substantial amount of work
placement experience in various types of childcare provision,
helping you to choose a progression route within the area which
interests you most.

Courses we offer:
Entry Level 3 Caring for Children
Level 1 Diploma in Introduction to Health, Social Care and 
Children’s and Young People’s Settings
Level 2 Certificate in an Introduction to Early 
Years Education and Care
Level 3 Diploma in Childcare and Education (Early Years Educator)

•   well-established work placements

•   excellent links with local nurseries/schools/daycare providers

•   vocationally qualified, experienced tutors

•   great resources available to the students

•   dedicated placement officers who visit and assess the students
 on placements

 Opportunities for overseas residentials

 Castleford Campus / Wakefield City Campus / Work Placement

“ I’ve volunteered in different nurseries and schools where 
I gained experience with babies as young as 4 months 
to children in Key Stage 1 who have severe additional 
needs; and I learnt the skills to be able to communicate 
confidently.

  Without the support of Wakefield College I wouldn’t 
have been able to set such high goals for my future. My 
teachers encouraged me to gain experience in all the 
different areas so I could decide exactly what I needed 
to become a teacher specialising in Special Educational 
Needs and Disability.”

  Aamna Zafar 
Level 3 Diploma in Childcare and Education  
(Early Years Educator)

/childcareatwakefieldcollege @wakeycollege /WakefieldCollege/childcarew
Connect 

with us

Our students have great 

opportunities to progress 

onto either the FdA Young 

Children’s Learning and 

Development or our BA (Hons) 

Early Years (Top up)
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WCC*, Castleford Campus 
1 year
CACHE 

Entry Level 3  
Caring for Children

Wakefield City Campus
1 year

CACHE

Level 1 Diploma in 
Introduction to Health, 
Social Care and Children’s 
and Young People’s Settings

WCC*, Castleford Campus 
1 year
CACHE 

Level 2 Certificate in an 
Introduction to Early Years 
Education and Care

WCC*, Castleford Campus 
2 years
CACHE 

Level 3 Diploma in 
Childcare and Education 
(Early Years Educator)

Entry requirements
•   3 GCSEs grade E-G including English Language 

and Maths 
OR
•   Entry Level 3 English and Maths qualifications. 
If you do not possess the relevant English and 
Maths qualifications, we can assess your 
current levels.

About the course
If you’re unsure whether you want to work in 
childcare or health and social care, this course 
will further your knowledge in both so that you 
can decide.

How you will learn and be assessed 
You’ll be involved in a variety of activities 
including workbooks, poster work, research 
and practical activities. You’ll be assessed by 
completion of workbooks or assignments.

Careers and further study
After successfully completing the full programme 
of study including Functional Skills in Maths and 
English you can progress to a Level 2 qualification 
such as the Level 2 Diploma in Health and Social 
Care or the Level 2 Certificate in an Introduction 
to Early Years Education and Care.

Entry requirements
•   Entry Level 2 in English and Maths and you 

must complete a satisfactory interview 

About the course
This course gives you the chance to learn all 
about caring for children, including how to keep 
them safe and healthy and helping them to 
learn about the world around them. The course 
also helps you to learn about your own personal 
and social development.
Topics studied can include:
•   CACHE Entry Level 3 Certificate in Caring for 

Children 
•   CACHE Entry Level 3 Award in Personal and 

Social Development

How you will learn and be assessed 
This course is 60% classroom based and 40% 
practical based. You’ll be involved in a variety 
of activities including visiting speakers, tutor 
presentations, and practical activities. You’ll be 
assessed through completion of workbooks, 
writing essays, producing leaflets, answering 
questions, or doing presentations.

Careers and further study
After you’ve successfully completed this course 
you may be able to go onto a Level 1 course in 
Health, Social Care and Children’s 
and Young People’s Settings. With further 
study you can progress to working as a nursery 
practitioner or teaching assistant.

Entry requirements
•   5 GCSEs grade A*-C including English 

Language and Maths. 

About the course
This course will give you the opportunity to gain 
the skills and knowledge to support children’s 
learning and development. 
Topics studied can include:
•  children's health and wellbeing
•  development from conception to age 7 years 
•  working with young children
•  play and learning
•  supporting children with additional needs 

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 40% classroom based, 40% 
practical work, and 20% independent study 
and research. You’ll learn through a wide range 
of classroom and workshop-based activities, 
lectures, student presentations, group work, 
and portfolio development. You’ll be assessed 
through assignments, controlled classroom 
based assessments, portfolio of evidence, and 
longitudinal studies involving the study of two 
children from two different age ranges in a real 
work environment.

Careers and further study
Successful completion of this qualification will 
give you Level 3 qualified practitioner status, 
(Early Years Educator) enabling you to work with 
babies and children in day care and health care 
settings, nurseries and foundation stage units 
within primary schools. Students can progress to 
further study of a related subject such as primary 
education, qualified teacher status, early years or 
primary school teaching, and play work. We offer 
higher education qualifications including FdA 
Young Children’s Learning and Development and 
BA (Hons) Early Years (Top up). 

Entry requirements
•   2 GCSEs at grade A*-C or above and 2 GCSEs 

at grade D or above, one of which must be 
English Language AND GCSE Maths at a 
minimum of grade E.

OR
•   Level 1 Childcare and Functional Skills Level 1 in 

English and Maths
AND 
•  a suitability to work in the vocational area

About the course
This course prepares you to work with children 
from birth to 5 years. 
You will attend College for 3 days a week plus a 
work placement for 2 days to allow you to gain 
hands-on experience.
Topics studied can include:
•  supporting children's play 
•  supporting the needs of a child preparing for school
•  physical care routines for children
•  observation, assessment and planning

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 50% classroom study and 50% 
practical work.  Your learning will take place 
through a wide range of activities including 
practical exploration, discussions, group work, 
workshops, creating materials and resources. 
You’ll be assessed through a variety of methods, 
including written and practical tasks which will 
be set in the classroom. 

Careers and further study 
This course allows progression into employment 
as a nursery or crèche assistant, or onto our 
Level 3 Diploma in Childcare and Education. 

* Wakefield City Campus * Wakefield City Campus * Wakefield City Campus
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Computing
ICT is a common feature in all our lives and studying computing with us
will prepare  you for a range of exciting opportunities in this area.

Based at our Wakefield City Campus, facilities include a comprehensive
library and multiple ICT suites which use the latest hardware
and software. You can also gain valuable employability skills which
can lead to employment opportunities all over the world.

Courses we offer:
Level 1 Diploma in Digital Applications
Level 2 First Extended Certificate in Information 
and Creative Technology
Level 3 Creative & Digital Industries
Studying the Level 3 Extended Diploma in IT (Web Development) 

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Computing/IT

/ictatwakefieldcollege @wakeycollege /WakefieldCollege/ictw
Connect 

with us

•  you’ll get hands-on practice and knowledge of using and
 configuring computers, troubleshooting them, and creating networks

•  you’ll gain an underpinning knowledge of computing for other subjects

•   our tutors pass on their knowledge and latest news and developments
 from the sector, which is attractive to employers

 Wakefield City Campus

“ I’ve loved every second of 
doing this course! The tutors are 
fantastic and make it easy for you 
to understand what it is you have 
to do. This course has spurred 
me on to want to become an IT 
technician in the NHS. If I ever 
got the option to do it all again, I 
would!”

  Eleanor Shakespeare 
 Level 3 Extended Diploma in 
Computing/IT

The Computing department takes part in the  
World Skills Experience funded Have a Go 
events where local schools are invited in to 
learn everything computer-based, from learning 
how to build a PC, to finding out all about the 
computer’s hardware.
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Entry requirements
•  Entry 3 English and Maths
OR
•   If you do not have the relevant level of 

qualification, we can assess your current level 
of literacy and numeracy via online tests and a 
piece of written work

About the course
This course is formed of a unique suite of 
qualifications promoting the creative use of 
digital applications through an approach which 
will inspire and challenge you. These are modern 
qualifications which will equip you with the skills 
you need to live, learn and earn in the 21st century. 
The qualification will develop your ability to 
organise yourself and your work and encourage 
you to reflect critically on your own and others’ 
use of ICT.
Topics studied can include:
•  developing web products
•  creative multimedia
•  graphic art and design 
•  coding

How you’ll learn and be assessed
The course is split between 30% classroom 
learning and 70% practical learning. You’ll use 
a variety of software packages and you’ll be 
assessed by submission of e-portfolios and 
assignments for each unit. 

Careers and further study
Completion of this course opens up a wide range 
of career options, as well as a route into further 
and higher education. You could develop a career 
on the creative side of new media or you might 
follow a path that leads you into even more 
technical areas. Digital applications play an 
important role in nearly all careers. Whatever path 
you take, this course could be your first step. You 
could go on to study a Level 2 Diploma in ICT or 
other Level 2 programmes.

Wakefield City Campus
1 year
BTEC Edexcel

Level 1 Diploma in Digital  
Applications 

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs at grade A*-D including English 

Language and Maths 
OR
•   Relevant Level 1 qualification at Merit level and 

Functional Skills English and Maths at Level 1

About the course
Gain a broad foundation of knowledge and 
practical skills in information technology that will 
prepare you for further study or employment.
Topics studied can include:
•  the online world
•  technology systems
•  digital portfolio
•  software development
•  website development 

How you’ll learn and be assessed
The course is 70% practical and 30% classroom 
learning. You’ll learn using the latest computer 
software and hardware, theory lessons, and written 
assessments. You’ll be assessed via online external 
exams and portfolios which are assessed internally. 

Careers and further study
With this qualification you may be able to 
enter employment in a supervised position as 
a computer service technician, DTP operator, 
IT technical sales specialist or junior technical 
support person, but further training will widen 
your employment options and higher level 
qualifications will improve your career choices. 
With at least an overall Merit from this Level 2 
course and the right grades in English and Maths 
you could progress to the Level 3 Creative & 
Digital Industries or Level 3 Extended Diploma in 
Computing/IT.

Wakefield City Campus
1 year
BTEC Edexcel

Level 2 First Extended 
Certificate in Information 
and Creative Technology

Entry requirements
•  ALL applicants must complete a successful 

interview and may be required to bring a 
portfolio of creative/digital work

AND
•   5 GCSEs at grade A*-C including English 

Language and Maths
OR
•   Merit profile on a Level 2 Diploma or equivalent 

and Level 2 English Language and Maths

About the course
This is an exciting new course that will help 
you progress towards a career in the creative, 
digital, or IT sectors. Developed in conjunction 
with Cognitiv, a group of leading industry 
professionals in the Wakefield district, it will 
deliver a comprehensive range of skills including 
graphic design, web development, digital 
marketing, and business studies. 
Topics studied can include: 
• code websites using HTML5 and CSS3
•  use marketing techniques and social media to 

promote products
•  appreciate how all studied areas relate to  

mobile devices

How you will learn and be assessed
You’ll be taught in a workshop environment through 
a series of lectures, practical activities, and self-
study tasks. Guest speakers from industry will also 
contribute to your learning. You’ll be assessed through 
a series of practical and academic assignments. 

Careers and further study
The course is the first step to starting careers 
including web designer, web developer, software 
developer, graphic designer, digital designer, 
and social media manager. This course has been 
created with your future in mind, so that you 
can progress onto our FdA Web Design, FdA 
Independent Game Design, or Foundation Degree 
in Computing courses.

Wakefield City Campus
2 years
BTEC Edexcel

Level 3 Creative & Digital 
Industries
Studying the Level 3 Extended 
Diploma in IT (Web Development) 

Entry requirements
•   ALL students must pass a successful interview 

and provide a satisfactory reference
AND
•   5 GCSEs at grade A*-C to include English 

Language and Maths
OR
•   Level 2 Diploma in ICT at Merit grade and 

Functional Skills Level 2 in English and Maths.

About the course
This is a course which provides a balance between 
practical and theory in computing studies. It 
enables you to choose a specialist pathway in either 
software development or network systems support 
to help you in your future career progression. 
Topics studied can include:
•  website production
•  systems analysis and design
•  software design and development
•  e-commerce
•  web server scripting

How you will learn and be assessed
There’s an emphasis on practical lessons where 
you’ll develop and demonstrate vocational skills 
for the IT industry. You’ll have access to facilities 
which develop your computer hardware and 
software, networking, information systems and 
programming skills. All assessment is through 
internally assessed coursework.

Careers and further study
Completion of this course can lead on to careers 
such as programmer, software development
systems analyst, web developer, computer 
engineer & service technician, it technician & 
user support, network administrator, or technical 
support. This course can allow you to progress to 
higher education where you can study a course 
like our Foundation Degree in Computing, a HNC, 
or a honours degree in a range of disciplines. 

Wakefield City Campus
2 years
BTEC Edexcel

Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Computing/IT
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Construction &
Civil Engineering

Construction is one of the UK’s major industries and a crucial part of 
Wakefield’s local economy.

Traditional disciplines like carpentry, joinery, and plumbing remain
core skills, but technology has become important too, and our
construction students can be found using computers as often as
hammers or trowels!

Split between our Castleford Campus and Lightwaves in Wakefield
City Centre, both campuses have live working environments and
workshops so that you can learn the practical skills hands-on.

•   highly qualified delivery team and purpose-built workshops

•   industry-recognised courses

•   excellent success rates – above the national average

•   students learn outside the classroom in real working environments

• links with the community through local projects

• all students are entered into the QUEST Scholarship run by the ICE

 Castleford Campus / Lightwaves / Work Placement

The Job Shop encourages 

employers to come to the 

College and tell us what they 

want in an employee. The 

Construction department 

collects student CVs, manages 

the interview process and the 

transfer of the student into the 

workplace as an apprentice.

Entry Level 3/Level 1 City & Guilds 6219 
Certificate/Extended Certificate in Construction Skills
Level 1 Diploma in Brickwork
Level 1 Diploma in Carpentry and Joinery
Levels 1/2 Diploma in Plastering
Level 2 City & Guilds Certificate in Construction Operations
Level 2 Diploma in Basic Plumbing and Heating
Level 2 Diploma in Bench Joinery
Level 2 Diploma in Brickwork
Level 2 Diploma in Electrical Installation
Level 2 Diploma in Site Carpentry
Level 3 90-credit Diploma in Construction and the Built
Environment (Civil Engineering Pathway)
Level 3 90-credit Diploma in Construction and the Built
Environment (Construction Pathway)
Level 3 Diploma in Bench Joinery
Level 3 Diploma in Brickwork
Level 3 Diploma in Plumbing Studies
Level 3 Diploma in Site Carpentry
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Construction and the Built
Environment (Civil Engineering)
Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Construction and the Built Environment

/constructionatwakefieldcollege @wakeycollege /WakefieldCollege/constructionw
Connect 

with us

“ I’ve enjoyed learning in a 
less formal and hands-on 
environment in the College’s 
purpose-built workshops. We 
even took a trip to The National 
Coal Mining Museum!”

  Jordan Barrowclough 
Level 2 Diploma in  
Electrical Installations
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Castleford Campus/Lightwaves*/WCC*
1 year 
City & Guilds

Entry Level 3/Level 1 City 
& Guilds 6219 Certificate/
Extended Certificate in 
Construction Skills

Castleford Campus or Lightwaves 
1 year

Construction Skills/City & Guilds

Level 1 Diploma in 
Brickwork

Castleford Campus or Lightwaves*
1 year 
Cskills/City & Guilds

Level 1 Diploma in 
Carpentry and Joinery

Castleford Campus
1 year per level
Cskills

Level 1/Level 2 Diploma  
in Plastering

Castleford Campus/Lightwaves*/WCC*
1 year
City & Guilds 

Level 2 Certificate in 
Construction Operations

Castleford Campus
1 year
City & Guilds 

Level 2 Diploma in Basic 
Plumbing and Heating

Entry requirements
 •   working at minimum Entry Level 3 in both English 

and Maths and complete a satisfactory interview 

About the course
If you want to work in construction, but you’re 
not sure whether you wish to follow the craft 
route or the building services route, this course is 
ideal for you. You can choose to study the building 
services pathway or construction pathway. 
Topics studied can include:
•  health & safety
•  plumbing
•  electrical installation
•  construction
•  bricklaying
•  carpentry and joinery
•  plastering
•  ground-works

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 60% practical work and 40% 
classroom study. In the workshop environment 
demonstrations will be provided to introduce 
skills, but learning will be through hands-on 
activity. Assessment is continuous throughout 
the academic year. You’ll be encouraged 
to develop a portfolio to record your skills 
development

Careers and further study
This course is intended to provide a foundation 
for further study or training prior to entering 
the world of work. You can progress to a range 
of Level 1 and 2 courses available here with us. 
Level 1 and 2 courses are available in brickwork, 
carpentry and joinery, electrical installation, 
and plumbing with a Level 2 course available in 
Construction Operations.

Entry requirements
•   working at a level of Entry 3 or above in literacy 

and numeracy and
•  completion of a satisfactory interview 

About the course
If you’re interested in a career in carpentry and 
joinery either working on a construction site 
fixing partitions or roof trusses or in a customer's 
home fixing/repairing doors, windows, and 
skirting. This practical course taught by specialists 
in our well-equipped workshops will provide a 
firm foundation for future success.
Topics studied can include:
•  health & safety
•  hand tools
•  powered hand tools
•  basic woodworking joints
•  access equipment
•  building workplace relationships
•  organising and planning work

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is split between 60% practical 
learning and 40% classroom-based learning. 
You’ll learn through activities and tutorials, online 
resources, and practical projects. Assessment is 
continuous by completing practical tasks and 
written tests. Each of the units has an end test. 
There is a GOLA exam which covers the whole 
course and an end test for the practical work.

Careers and further study
This qualification will develop your basic skills 
and knowledge and is the first step on the way to 
a career in the construction industry. Successful 
completion of this course will allow you to 
progress to our courses in either the Level 2 
Diploma in Site Carpentry or the Level 2 Diploma 
in Bench Joinery. 

Entry requirements
•   BKSB scores at a minimum of Entry Level 3 in 

both English and Maths and completion of a 
satisfactory interview

About the course
Bricklayers work on both new build and 
renovation schemes, on projects ranging from 
house extensions to city centre commercial 
development. This course aims to provide a basic 
knowledge of bricklaying and to develop the 
hand skills required for this craft area.
Topics studied can include:
•  health & safety
•  how to read and produce drawings
•  basic blocklaying and bricklaying skills
•  basic cavity walling

How you will learn and be assessed
In classroom sessions you’ll look at construction 
technology to gain an insight not only into 
the role of a bricklayer but also of the whole 
construction process. This course is 65% practical 
work and 35% classroom study. You’ll primarily 
learn by carrying out practical projects in the 
workshops, but also by attending classroom 
sessions and tutorials. Assessment takes place 
continually by assessment of your practical tasks 
and online tests for theory.

Careers and further study
This qualification will enable you to apply for a 
bricklaying apprenticeship within the construction 
industry. Progression from this Level 1 course is 
usually to the Level 2 Diploma. However, some 
learners do progress to employment and return as 
apprentices studying the Level 2 Diploma with the 
NVQ on a part-time basis.

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs at grade A*- C including English 

Language, Maths, and a Science subject
OR
•   Level 1 Diploma Plumbing and Level 2 

Functional Skills in Maths and English
•   With Level 2 Functional Skills the individualised 

study programme will include GCSE study for 
English and/or Maths

About the course
This course gives you the chance to gain a wide 
knowledge of plumbing craft to help you start a 
career in plumbing. It will introduce you to the 
principles of bathroom and heating installation 
in a domestic environment. 
Topics studied can include:
•  key plumbing principles
•  hot and cold water systems
•  central heating systems
You’ll also learn how to fit a complete bathroom 
suite and install a tank and cylinder

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is split between 45% classroom study, 
45% practical work, and 10% organised self-study. 
You’ll learn in purpose-built workshops where 
practical activities to skills are developed. You’ll 
take part in a number of visits to local sites and 
exhibitions. Theory and practical assessment takes 
place throughout the year in the form of an online 
multiple choice test and practical tests with a final 
bathroom assessment at the end of the year. 

Careers and further study
After completing this course you can progress 
to the Level 3 NVQ Diploma in Plumbing and 
Heating, offered here at College. Alternatively 
you can progress to the Level 3 Diploma in 
Plumbing Studies that can be followed as part 
of a full time study programme or as a part time 
programme of study.

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs grade A*-D, to include English 

Language, Maths and a science subject 
OR
•  suitable Level 2 qualification or equivalent

About the course 
The course allows you to learn, develop the skills 
required for a career in this industry. 
Topics studied can include: 
•  health and safety requirements on site and 

construction of site barrier protection
• domestic drainage
• construction foundations, slabs and paths

How you will learn and be assessed 
This course is 50% classroom study and 50% 
practical work. Delivery is carried out through 
formal and informal sessions, including 
practical and resource-based learning activities 
with tutorial back up. You’ll be assessed 
through practical assignment work completed 
throughout the academic year that will show 
how you applied the knowledge gained. 
Assessment of the theory elements is through 
online tests taken throughout the year.

Careers and further study
Successful students regularly gain employment 
in the sector and progress to complete the NVQ 
Diploma as an apprentice. Alternatively it’s 
possible to progress to study at Level 3 for careers 
as technicians in the civil engineering sector. 
Typically learners progress to a second year to 
complete a Diploma. However some learners do 
progress to employment and return to study the 
HNC on day release.

Entry requirements
For Level 1  
• working at Entry Level 3 in literacy and   
 numeracy and all applicants must complete a  
 successful interview
For Level 2 
• working at Level 1 in literacy and numeracy  
 and all applicants must complete a successful  
 interview

About the course
This is a practical course providing theoretical 
knowledge of plastering and the necessary  
hand skills.
Topics studied can include:
•  building methods and construction technology
•   prepare background surfaces and plastering 

materials
•   fix dry lining and plasterboard products to interiors
•  form sand and cement screeds

How you will learn and be assessed 
This course is split 60% practical work and 40% 
classroom-based work. In the workshops you’ll 
develop your practical skills. You’ll learn through 
classroom-based activities and tutorials, online 
resources and practical work. Assessment is 
through practical tasks, written tests, and exams. 

Careers and further study
You could find work for specialist plastering firms, 
building contractors, local authorities and other 
public organisations. With experience, you could 
also become self-employed and work as a sub-
contractor. You could progress to supervisory jobs 
or move into other areas, like tiling, estimating 
and site management. Successful completion of 
this course can lead to progression to the Level 2 
Diploma. It’s possible to progress to employment 
and return as an apprentice studying the Level 2 
Diploma with NVQ on a part-time basis.* Wakefield City Campus 

* Lightwaves Construction Centre
* Wakefield City Campus 
* Lightwaves Construction Centre* Lightwaves Construction Centre
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Castleford Campus
1 year
Cskills 

Level 2 Diploma in Bench 
Joinery

Castleford Campus
1 year
Cskills

Level 2 Diploma in 
Brickwork

Castleford Campus
1 year
City & Guilds

Level 2 Diploma in 
Electrical Installation

Entry requirements
•   5 GCSEs at grade A*-C including English 

Language, Maths and preferably a Science 
subject

•  Interview

About the course
While this qualification alone does not make 
you a qualified electrician, it does give you the 
opportunity to develop your knowledge and 
practical skills in this field.
Topics studied can include:
•  principles of electrical science
•  electrical installations technology
•   installation of wiring systems and enclosures
•   health & safety in building services engineering

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 60% classroom study and 40% 
practical work. You’ll learn through formal and 
informal classroom-based activities, private study, 
and IT based learning. You’ll also receive expert 
tuition in the workshops and gain essential 
practical skills. You’ll be assessed through 
assignments and multiple-choice online tests.

Careers and further study
Level 3 Diploma in Electrical Installation or 
NVQ Level 3. Alternatively Level 3 Diploma in 
Construction and the Built Environment (Building 
Services). You could also go on to study an 
Advanced Apprenticeship within an electrical 
contracting firm, looking forward to a career 
as a qualified electrician, electrical engineer or 
electrical engineering technician.

Entry requirements
•   Level 1 Diploma for Trowel Occupations and 

Level 1 qualifications in literacy and numeracy
OR
•   consideration will also be given to candidates 

who have achieved the Level 2 First Diploma in 
Construction at a Merit grade minimum and 
Grade D at GCSE English Language and Maths and 
also candidates with Grades A*-C in GCSE English 
Language and Maths

OR
•   consideration will be given to applicants without 

a formal qualification at Level 1 in English and 
Maths who achieve BKSB scores of working at 
Level 1 as a minimum

•   Interview 

About the course
This course will give you the skills and knowledge 
you need for a career in this specialist area of the 
construction industry. 
Topics studied can include:
•  construction of solid and cavity walling
•  technical drawing
•  site procedures

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is split 65% practical study and 35% 
classroom study. You’ll learn by carrying out realistic 
practical projects in the workshops, lectures, 
tutorials, and study packages. You’ll be assessed 
continually through practical tasks and online tests.

Careers and further study
After completing this course you could find 
employment as a specialist bricklayer. With 
experience you could move into a supervisory 
position or even run your own business. 
Alternatively you could progress to the Level 3 
Diploma in Bricklaying (Construction) or if you gain 
employment in the sector you may return as an 
apprentice on a day release basis to achieve an NVQ 
Level 2, progressing to Level 3 NVQ and Diploma.

Entry requirements
•   Level 1 Diploma in Carpentry & Joinery and 

Maths and English at Level 1 and completion of 
a successful interview

OR
•   consideration will also be given to learners 

with a substantial amount of relevant 
practical experience

About the course
This course aims to develop both the working 
knowledge and the practical skills associated with 
bench joinery and is run by knowledgeable tutors.
Topics studied may include:
•   health & safety
•    information, quantities and communicating 

with others
•  building methods and construction technology
•   set up and operate cutting and shaping 

machinery
•   producing setting out details for routine joinery 

products
•   marking out from setting out details for routine 

joinery products
•  manufacturing routine joinery products

How you will learn and be assessed 
This course is split between 60% practical work and 
40% classroom study. You’ll learn through practical 
tasks in our workshops and classroom-based 
activity with tutorials. You’ll be assessed continually 
throughout the course via practical workshop 
tasks. Subject knowledge is assessed by means of 
online unit-end tests or a final single exam. Final 
assessment of the practical element of the course is 
by means of a series of practical assignments.

Careers and further study
You can go on to study the Level 3 Diploma in 
Bench Joinery or various apprenticeships within 
the industry.
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Castleford Campus
1 year
Cskills

Level 2 Diploma in Site 
Carpentry

Castleford Campus/Lightwaves
1 year
Cskills

Level 3 90-credit Diploma 
in Construction and the 
Built Environment (Civil 
Engineering Pathway)

Wakefield City Campus

1 year
Pearson Edexcel

Level 3 90-credit Diploma 
in Construction and 
the Built Environment 
(Construction Pathway)

Entry requirements
•   ALL applicants need Level 1 qualifications in 

literacy and numeracy. If you don’t have Level 
1 literacy and numeracy, we can assess your 
current level. Consideration will also be given 
to candidates with GCSE English Language and 
Maths at grade A*-C

•  Level 1 qualification in site carpentry 
OR
•   suitable level of site carpentry experience that can 

be assessed at an interview with a course tutor

About the course
This practical course will enable you to build on 
your knowledge and skills and allows you to 
benefit from the experience of specialist tutors 
with a wealth of industry know-how and our 
great workshops.
Topics studied can include:
•  carry out first and second fixing operations
•  carry out structural carcassing operations
•   prepare and use carpentry and joinery portable 

power tools
•  understanding construction technology 

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is split with 55% of your learning 
hours being practical work and 45% of your 
hours being classroom based. You’ll learn 
through practical tasks in our workshops, 
working through associated study packages, 
and attending lectures and tutorials. You’ll be 
assessed continually through practical tasks. 
Subject knowledge is assessed by means of 
online unit-end tests or a final single exam. 

Careers and further study
After completing this course you can go on to work 
in a range of areas within the construction industry 
or complete further study on a course such as our 
Level 3 Diploma in Site Carpentry. 

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs at grade A* -C  including English Language,  

Maths (higher tier) and a science subject 
OR
•   suitable Level 2 or equivalent and Level 2 

English and/or Maths

About the course
This course aims to provide an understanding of 
the construction industry.  Mathematics is a core 
element.
Topics studied can include:
• design and produce drawings and specifications
• plan organise and control of resources
•  survey a site and then use the information from 

the survey to calculate quantities 
• measure works, estimate quantities and tender 
•   in addition you will develop applied maths and 

science skills

How you will learn and be assessed 
This course is 70% classroom study, 20% practical 
work, and 10% organised study. Delivery is carried 
out traditionally in the classroom through 
practical and resource-based learning activities 
with tutorial back up. All units are assessed 
through assignment work completed throughout 
the academic year that will show how you 
applied the knowledge gained. Some of these 
assignments will be based around practical work 
carried out during the unit session. 

Careers and further study
Typically learners progress to a second year to 
complete an Extended Diploma. However some 
learners do progress to employment and return to 
study the Higher National Certificate on day release.
This course will enable you to progress your 
career into areas such as architecture, quantity 
surveying, building surveying, civil engineering 
and building services engineering. These jobs 
combine both office and on–site based activities.

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs at grade A* -B  including English Language  

Maths and a science subject 
OR
•  suitable Level 2 or equivalent
  qualification and Level 2 English and/or Maths

About the course
This course aims to provide an understanding 
of the construction industry and specifically the 
civil engineering sector. Mathematics is a core 
element of the course.
Topics studied can include:
•  design and how to produce drawings and 

specifications
•  plan organise and control of resources used in 

the civil engineering sector
•  survey a site and then use the information from 

the survey to calculate quantities 
• set out works for construction
•  measure works, estimate quantities and tender 

for civil engineering work

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 70% classroom based, 20% practical 
work, and 10% organised study. You’ll learn 
through theory lessons, resource-based learning 
activities, and tutorial back up. Working with 
employers, we aim to study local projects which 
help to extend the learning environment beyond 
the College premises. All units are assessed 
through assignment work that will show how 
you applied the knowledge gained. Some of these 
assignments will be based around practical work. 

Careers and further study
Typically learners progress to a second year to 
complete an Extended Diploma. However some 
learners do progress to employment and return to 
study the Higher National Certificate on day release.
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Castleford Campus
1 year
Cskills

Level 3 Diploma in  
Bench Joinery

Castleford Campus
1 year
Cskills

Level 3 Diploma in 
Brickwork

Castleford Campus
1 year

City & Guilds

Level 3 Diploma in 
Plumbing Studies

Castleford Campus
1 year
Cskills

Level 3 Diploma in Site 
Carpentry

WCC* or Castleford Campus
2 years
Edexcel BTEC

Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Construction and the 
Built Environment (Civil 
Engineering)

Castleford Campus
1 year
Edexcel BTEC

Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma 
in Construction and the 
Built Environment

Entry requirements
•   Level 2 qualification in Site Carpentry and Level 

2 literacy and numeracy qualifications
•   if you do not have these, we can assess your 

current level of literacy/numeracy

About the course
This flexible course will build on your existing 
skills and knowledge and provide a firm 
foundation for success.
Topics studied can include:
•   analysing technical information, quantities and 

communication with others 
•  carry out first and second fixing operations
•   erect complex structural carcassing components
•  health, safety and welfare 
•   install and maintain non-structural and 

structural components
•   set up and operate cutting and shaping machinery

How you will learn and be assessed 
This course is 45% classroom based and 55% 
practical based. 
You’ll learn through practical tasks in the 
workshops, working through associated study 
packages, attending lectures and tutorials, and 
using the Learning Resource Centre. You’ll be 
assessed continually throughout the course by 
practical workshop tasks. Subject knowledge 
is assessed by means of online unit-end tests, 
practical assignments, and a final single exam.

Careers and further study
After completing this course you can complete 
a construction apprenticeship which can lead to  
work in supervision, management or technical 
support roles. Students who obtain employment 
within the industry could progress to NVQ Level 
3.  Other study areas within the construction field 
include Level 4 Site Supervision or a bridging 
course to HNC Construction and Civil Engineering.

Entry requirements
Level 2 English and Maths and 1 of the following:
•  a full Level 2 NVQ in Plumbing
•  a Level 2 Technical Certificate in Plumbing
•  a Level 2 Diploma in Plumbing

About the course
This course is for candidates who want to work 
as plumbers in the building services engineering 
sector. This course builds on the knowledge 
gained through Level 2 qualifications to give a 
greater technical understanding.
Topics studied can include:
•   design and installation requirements of 

environmental technology systems
•   cold and hot water systems
•  sanitation systems
•  drainage systems
•  central heating systems
•  gas principles in the domestic environment

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is split between 80% classroom study 
and 20% practical work. You’ll learn through 
lectures, discussions and resource-based learning 
and practical activities in real-life scenarios within 
workshops. Assessment on this course is continuous 
through both practical activities assessed in the 
workshops and online theory assessment. There 
are also five written design assignments to be 
completed under examination conditions. Towards 
the end of the course there is a final practical 
assessment of one week's duration.

Careers and further study
Completion of this course allows students to 
progress to City & Guilds Level 3 NVQ Diploma 
in Plumbing and Heating. You can also progress 
into employment, or onto the City & Guilds Level 
3 NVQ Diploma in Plumbing. You could work for a 
range of local or national companies, or even set 
up your own company. 

Entry requirements
•  level 2 Diploma in Bricklaying (Construction) 

and Level 2 English and Maths qualifications
OR
•  consideration will be given to applicants with 

suitable industry experience
OR
•   consideration will also be given to applicants with 

no formal qualifications in English and Maths at 
Level 2 (GCSE grade C). These applicants must take 
a BKSB test and be working at a Level 2

•   interview

About the course
This course is designed to build on your existing 
skills and knowledge to gain and enhance your 
skills for the workplace. The course also provides 
an opportunity for those who are looking 
towards a future move from the craft area into 
supervision or management.
Topics studied can include:
•  construction of solid and cavity walling
•  technical drawing
•  technology
•  site procedures

How you’ll learn and be assessed
This course is 65% practical work and 35% 
classroom study. You’ll learn through practical 
projects in the workshops, lectures, tutorials, and 
study packages. You’ll be assessed continually 
through practical tasks and online tests at the 
end of each unit.

Careers and further study
After completing this course you could work as a 
specialist bricklayer.  With experience you could 
move into a supervisory position or even run 
your own business. You can progress to the CIOB 
Level 3 Site Supervision and then to Level 4 HNC 
Construction and the Built Environment/CIOB 
Level 4 Site Management.

Entry requirements
•  level 2 qualification in bench joinery and Level 2 

literacy and numeracy qualifications  
•  if you do not have these, we can assess your 

current level of literacy/numeracy

About the course
If you’re serious about a career in construction, 
this course will help you to progress by building 
on the skills and knowledge already gained either 
by practical experience or in your Level 2 studies.
Topics studied can include:
•   analysing technical information, quantities and 

communication with others 
•   analysing the construction industry and built 

environment 
•   health, safety and welfare 
•   manufacture of shaped joinery products
•   set and mark out for shaped joinery products
•   set up and operate woodworking machinery to 

create curved work

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is split between 60% practical work 
and 40% classroom work. You’ll learn through 
practical tasks in workshops, working through 
associated study packages, and attending lectures 
and tutorials. You’ll be assessed continually 
throughout the course by practical workshop 
tasks. Subject knowledge is assessed by means of 
online unit-end tests or a final single exam. 

Careers and further study
After completing this course you can find 
employment as a qualified bench joiner, with 
the possibility of moving into supervision, 
management or technical support roles. Once 
you’re working in industry, you can progress 
to NVQ Level 3.  Other study areas within the 
construction field include Level 4 Site Supervision 
or a bridging course to HNC Construction and 
Civil Engineering.

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs at grade A* -D,  including English 

Language,  Maths and a Science subject 
OR
•  suitable Level 2  or equivalent qualification and  
 Level 2 in English and Maths

About the course
The course provides an understanding and 
develops industry related skills linked to the sector.
Topics studied can include:
•  how to design and produce drawings and 

specifications
• how construction impacts on the environment
•  addressing health and safety in the 

construction sector
•   in addition you will develop maths and science 

skills applied to construction

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is split between 70% classroom work, 
20% practical work, and 10% organised study. 
You’ll learn through formal and informal sessions, 
including practical and resource-based learning 
activities with tutorial back up. You’ll be assessed 
through assignments which can take the form 
of a written report/task, or a presentation or 
practical activity that can be either individual or 
group-based. 

Careers and further study
Successful students regularly gain technician 
status in the fields of architecture and design, 
quantity surveying, estimation, buying, 
building surveying, site management, clerk of 
works, building control, site foremanship and 
supervision, and structural engineering. Usually 
students progress to a second year to complete 
a full diploma, but it is possible to progress to 
employment and return to study the Higher 
National Certificate on day release.

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs grade A*-C,  including English Language, 

Maths (Higher Tier) and a science subject 
OR
•  suitable Level 2 qualification or equivalent and  
 Level 2 English and/or Maths

About the course
This course is ideal if you’re wanting to work in 
roles associated with design or management of 
roads and bridges, railways and buildings. It will 
expand your theoretical knowledge of the industry 
and introduce the skills required for the workplace.
Topics studied can include:
•  mathematics
•  surveying 
•  science and materials 
•  project management 
•  computer aided drafting and design 

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 70% classroom study, 20% practical 
work, and 10% organised study. You’ll learn 
through practical and resource-based learning 
activities with tutorial back up. You’ll also 
complete a two-week work placement. All units 
are assessed through assignments that will show 
how you applied the knowledge gained. Some of 
these assignments will be based around practical 
work carried out during the unit session.

Careers and further study
After completing this course you can go on to 
work with a wide range of organisations including 
local authorities, building contractors, power 
companies, environmental agencies and specialist 
consulting firms. Successful completion of this 
qualification will enable you to progress to higher 
education or employment. We offer HNCs and 
HNDs in Construction and the Built Environment 
with a variety of pathways to choose from. 

* Wakefield City Campus
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Engineering
We’re at the forefront of delivering modern engineering courses. 
You’ll benefit from the superbly-equipped workshops and specialist
rooms at our purpose-built Castleford Campus, learning practical
skills like IT and CAD CAM, as well as mechanical engineering,
engineering maintenance, electrical and electronic engineering,
plant engineering,  fabrications and welding.

Courses we offer:
Level 1 Performing Engineering Operations
Level 2 First Extended Certificate in Engineering
Level 2 Performing Engineering Operations
Level 3 90-credit Diploma in Engineering
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Electrical and Electronic Engineering
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Mechanical Engineering

/engineeringatwakefieldcollege @wakeycollege /WakefieldCollege/engineeringw
Connect 

with us

• strong links with industry on a regional and international level

• excellent facilities

• opportunity to attend relevant skills shows across the region

•  employer talks – companies are invited in to speak to the students  about 
 their company, recruitment process, and  employment opportunities

 Castleford Campus

“ I’m learning alongside my 
apprenticeship and I find the 
course very enjoyable – the 
tutors are enthusiastic and easy 
to get along with and I’m now 
much more confident working 
with the equipment. I’m going to 
stay with Wakefield College for 
my further studies to make the 
most of the facilities.”

  Luke Salvador Moya  
Level 3 Performing 

 Engineering Operations

We have a number of students completing engineering 

apprenticeships at Wakefield College.

Find out how you can kick start your career with an 

apprenticeship on page 26 and 27
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Castleford Campus
1 year
EAL/EMTA

Level 1 Performing 
Engineering Operations

Castleford Campus
1 year
EAL/EMTA

Level 2 Performing 
Engineering Operations

Castleford Campus
1 year
Edexcel BTEC

Level 2 First Extended 
Certificate in Engineering

Castleford Campus
1 year
Edexcel BTEC

Level 3 90-credit Diploma 
in Engineering

Castleford Campus
2 years
Edexcel/BTEC

Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering

Castleford Campus
2 years
Edexcel BTEC

Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Mechanical Engineering

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs at grade A*-D including Maths, English 

Language and Science 
OR
•  an appropriate Level 1 qualification
•  Successful interview

About the course
This course could be your first step on the way to 
Chartered Engineer status and a rewarding career.
Topics studied can include:
• health and safety in engineering
•  engineering materials
•  interpreting and using engineering information
•  electronic circuit design and construction
•  computer numerical control programming

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 80% classroom study and 20% 
practical work. You will learn through classroom-
based theory lessons, practical sessions in the 
laboratory or workshop and directed assignment 
work.  You’ll need to spend a certain amount of 
their own time completing assignment work. 
Most of the units are internally assessed through 
assignments that are set and marked by your 
lecturers, but you may sometimes complete exams. 

Careers and further study
With this qualification you may be able to enter 
employment as a junior technician, or apply for an 
apprenticeship and further your studies while you 
work. You could also go on to further study on our 
courses such as Level 2 Performing Engineering 
Operations or the Level 3 Extended Diploma in 
Electrical and Electronic Engineering. 

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs at grade A* - C in Maths, English 

Language and 2 Science subjects
OR 
•  an appropriate Level 2 qualification 
AND 
•  Level 2 English and Maths
•  other qualifications will be considered on merit

About the course
This Diploma is designed to give you a wide range 
of engineering skills and knowledge with the 
opportunity to specialise in electrical and electronic 
engineering in year 2.
Topics studied can include:
•  mechanical principals and applications
•  electrical and electronic principles
•  engineering materials
•  electro pneumatic and hydraulic systems
•  principles and application of analogue electronics
•  application of digital systems

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 80% classroom study and 20% 
practical work. 
You’ll learn through classroom-based theory 
lessons, practical sessions in the laboratory or 
workshop and directed assignment work. You 
will need time for independent study to complete 
assignments. Each unit is assessed by assignments 
and/or tests.

Careers and further study
Completion of this course will enable you to apply 
for an Advanced Apprenticeship.  You could also 
apply for a wide range of highly skilled jobs as 
a technician engineer in electrical or electronic 
engineering or in the manufacturing industry. You 
could go on to full-time study at university to gain 
an Engineering degree or HNC or HND.  Those in 
employment could progress to the HNC Diploma in 
Electrical/Electronic Engineering here with us.

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs at grade A* - C in Maths, English 

Language and 2 Science subjects
OR 
•  an appropriate Level 2 qualification 
AND 
•    Level 2 English and Maths
•  other qualifications will be considered on merit

About the course
This course is designed to give you a wide range 
of engineering skills and knowledge with the 
opportunity to specialise in Mechanical Engineering 
in Year 2.
Topics studied can include:
•  engineering materials
•  engineering drawing
•  electro pneumatic and hydraulic systems
•  engineering Project (double unit)
•   applications of mechanical systems and 

technology

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 80% classroom study and 20% 
practical work. You’ll learn through classroom-based 
theory lessons, practical sessions in the laboratory 
or workshop and directed assignment work. You 
will need time for independent study to complete 
assignments. Each unit is assessed by assignments 
and/or tests.

Careers and further study
Completion of this course will enable you to apply 
for an Advanced Apprenticeship.  You could also 
apply for a wide range of highly skilled jobs as a 
technician engineer in mechanical engineering or in 
the manufacturing industry. You could also go on to 
study at university to gain a degree or HND.  Those 
in employment could progress to our HNC Diploma 
in Mechanical Engineering.

Entry requirements
•  Entry 3 literacy and numeracy qualifications
•  a keen interest in engineering
•   if you do not have the relevant literacy/

numeracy qualifications, we can assess you
•   all applicants must complete a successful 

Interview/selection test

About the course
This highly flexible, practically-based course could 
be your first step to a career in engineering. 
Topics studied may include:
•  working safely
•  working efficiently and effectively
•  using and communicating technical information
•   making components using hand tools and 

fitting techniques
•  fabrication of thick plate
You will also be expected to work towards Functional 
Skills qualifications in ICT, Maths and English.

How you will learn and be assessed 
This course is 80% practical work and 20% 
classroom study. You’ll learn through practical, 
hands-on activities and portfolio building. You’ll 
be assessed continually in theory and practice.

Careers and further study
This course is a first step towards a range of 
careers in engineering. You could also progress 
to study our Level 2 Performing Engineering 
Operations course.

Entry requirements
•   GCSEs at grade A* - D in Maths, English 

Language and Science 
OR
•  performing Engineering Operations Level 1
AND
•  literacy and numeracy at Level 1
•  Interview

About the course
This workshop-based course gives you the 
opportunity to gain a practical understanding in 
a number of engineering disciplines including 
milling, turning, fitting, electrical, welding and 
fabrication. 
Topics studied may include:
•  fitting
•  machining
•  wiring and testing electrical circuits
•  maintaining electrical equipment
•  welding
•  sheet metal
•  gas cutting
•  thick plate fabrication

How you will learn and be assessed 
This course is 80% practical work and 20% classroom 
study. You’ll be assessed by questionnaires, phase 
tasks, and portfolio of evidence.

Careers and further study
After successfully completing this course 
you could continue in full-time study with a 
Level 3 Diploma in either Electrical/Electronic 
Engineering or Mechanical Engineering. 
Alternatively you could apply for apprenticeships 
in relevant fields. A wide range of opportunities 
within mechanical, electrical, maintenance or 
design engineering exist for those wanting to 
enter employment.

Entry requirements
•  4 GCSEs at grade A* - C in Maths, English  

Language and 2 Science subjects
OR
•  an appropriate Level 2 qualification 
AND
•   Level 2 English and Maths
•  other qualifications will be considered on merit

About the course
This course is designed to help you gain a wide 
range of technical skills and knowledge which will 
enable you to progress to the Extended Diploma 
and prepare you for a career in either Electrical/
Electronic or Mechanical Engineering.
Topics studied can include: 
•  mathematics
•  mechanical principles and applications
•  electrical and electronic principles
•  engineering materials
•  engineering drawing
•  electro pneumatic and hydraulic systems
•  principles and application of electronic devices

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 80% classroom study and 20% 
practical work. You’ll learn through classroom-based 
theory lessons, practical sessions in the laboratory or 
workshop and directed assignment work. Each unit 
is assessed by assignments and/or tests.

Careers and further study
Completion of this course will enable you to apply 
for an Advanced Apprenticeship.  You could also 
apply for a wide range of highly skilled jobs as 
a technician engineer in electrical, electronic or 
mechanical engineering or in the manufacturing 
industry. Alternatively you could progress to the 
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Electrical/Electronic or 
Mechanical Engineering.



W
ak

ef
ie

ld
 C

o
lle

ge
 S

ch
o

o
l L

ea
v

er
 P

ro
sp

ec
tu

s 
20

16
/1

7 C
o

u
rse In

fo
rm

atio
n

 0
19

24
 78

9
111 /w

ak
efield

.ac.u
k

68 69

The ESOL 
Bridging Programme
(English for Speakers of Other Languages)

If you speak another language and need to improve your English skills
before starting a course, The ESOL Bridging Programme can help.
You’ll focus on English, but you’ll also learn Maths and ICT to help
with your progression to your chosen course.  You’ll have regular
tutorials, advice, guidance and support to help you plan your next
step. The friendly tutors will be available to help you develop both
your skills and your confidence and to make sure that you enjoy
your time with us.

• no formal entry requirements

• good progression onto other courses

• expertise of tutors

• links with Archive  -  work with learners on interactive language projects 

“ I have only been in England for a 
year and couldn’t speak a word of 
English when I arrived. I can now 
speak, read and write in English. 
This is very important because I 
need to be able to do all of those 
things so that I can apply for 
university and study to be a doctor, 
which is what I want to do.

  If I can do it, anyone can do it. I really 
like Wakefield College and I’m really 
going to miss my teacher. I’ve found 
the best Maths teacher in the world!” 

 Joakim Mbarga Aboudi
  ESOL Level 1 English and 
Functional Skills Level 2 Maths

Wakefield City Campus
1  year
City & Guilds

Entry 1, Entry 2, Entry 3, 

Level 1, Level 2

Entry requirements
•   you will have an initial English assessment 

before you join the course to make sure you 
are put in the appropriate group at a level 
suitable for you

 About the course
This is designed for students whose first language 
is not English and will give you an opportunity 
to improve all aspects of your English including 
speaking, listening, reading and writing. You’ll 
also have the chance to take Mathematics, 
personal and social development and ICT classes 
alongside. Courses are free as long as you are 18 
or under at the start of the course and you have 
home student status.
You’ll learn all aspects of the English Language 
and study a range of interesting and engaging 
topics such as holidays and travel, education, 
hobbies and free time. You’ll also develop your 
skills in English grammar, vocabulary building, 
conversation, pronunciation, reading and writing 
through detailed practice.

How you will learn and be assessed
You’ll learn through a variety of classroom-based 
and practical activities including class discussions, 
interviews, role-play, and pair work speaking tasks.
You’ll be assessed through a variety of methods 
including classroom assessment, practice exams, 
regular homework, one-to-one tutorials, and 
external tests.

Careers and further study
After finishing this course students either move 
on to employment opportunities with greater 
confidence in their language skills or progress onto 
other courses within the College.

The ESOL Bridging Programme
(English for Speakers of Other Languages)
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Foundation Learning
Make the step up with our range of foundation learning courses.
Foundation Learning Excellence (FLEX) helps you move to
independent living, training, or employment through studying and
taster sessions.

The Prince’s Trust Award is a 12-week course for young people aged
16-25, who are unemployed and need to learn, develop and practise
skills you’ll need to get into employment. The course is free and
doesn’t affect Job Seekers Allowance (JSA).

Whichever course you choose, you’ll have the benefit of regular
tutorials, enrichment opportunities, and advice and guidance on
your next step as you build up your confidence, qualifications and
skills throughout the courses.

Courses we offer:
FLEX Access to Independence
FLEX Lifeskills
FLEX Partnership
FLEX VOTE
Vocational Options, Tasters  and Employability
The Prince’s Trust Award and Certificate in Employment,
Teamwork and Community Skills

• curriculum personalised to your needs and choice

•  excellent facilities: own café, secret garden, place to sell enterprise
 products, independent living space

• strong links with schools for early college transfer (ECT) students

• annual sports day

  Thornes Park Campus / Wakefield City Campus 
 Castleford Campus / Lightwaves
 training provider premises / work placement

@wakeycollege /WakefieldCollege/FLEXw
Connect 

with us

“ I came to Wakefield College 
because they had a wider 
variety of courses, specifically 
animal care which is what I 
really want to do.

  I’ve had a really good year and 
made lots of friends. Debbie, 
our tutor, is so fun and always 
makes us laugh.

  During the course we have been 
to bowling and Ponderosa which 
I really enjoyed because I got 
to spend time asking questions 
about the different animals, 
including a 150 year old tortoise. 
After I finish at Wakefield College 
I want to go to Askham Bryan 
College to study animal care 
because I really want to become 
a veterinary nurse.”

  Harriett Lumb 
FLEX VOTEEach year FLEX students have the 

opportunity to take part in an annual 
production at our Mechanics’ Theatre. 
Past productions have included 
Clockwork Orange, Joan of Arc, and 
Break of Day

See page 20 for 
some of our 

previous 
Prince’s Trust 

students
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Thornes Park Campus 
Pre-entry Level/Entry Level 1
Typically 3 years

FLEX Access to 
Independence

Thornes Park Campus 
Pre-entry Level/Entry Level 1
Typically 3 years

FLEX Lifeskills

Training provider premises
Entry 1, Entry 2, Entry 3, Level 1
Up to 24 weeks

FLEX Partnership

WCC*, Castleford Campus
Entry 2, Entry 3
Flexible duration with a Sept/Jan start

FLEX VOTE
Vocational Options, Tasters  
and Employability

The Prince’s Trust 
Award and Certificate in 
Employment, Teamwork 
and Community Skills

Entry requirements
•  Informal interview with Prince’s Trust Team  
 Leader and attendance at Taster Day

About the course
Aimed at people aged between 16 and 25, the 
qualification is free and will not affect your 
Jobseeker’s Allowance. This course allows you 
to learn, develop, and practise the skills required 
for employment and prepares you for further 
education programmes, apprenticeships, and 
other work-based learning. You’ll gain valuable 
work experience and develop your English and 
Maths skills. 
You’ll meet new people, create plans and 
personal goals, go on a week-long trip away, 
take part in a community project, complete a 
work placement, write a great CV, practice your 
interview skills, and deliver a presentation with 
your team. 

How you will learn and be assessed
You’ll learn in a range of ways and experiences 
and monitor your own progress through a 
personal development log.

Careers and further study
This programme provides you with added 
confidence, increased interpersonal skills and a 
nationally recognised qualification. In many cases 
young people progress into mainstream College 
courses or employment. 

Entry requirements
•  This course can accommodate and be tailored  
 to suit your needs based on your current levels  
 of English and Maths.

About the course
This course is designed to improve your personal, 
social skills, employability skills, Maths and 
English as well as an opportunity to sample 
different vocational tasters.
Topics studied can include:
•  personal and social skills
•  employability skills
•  Maths/numeracy
•  English/literacy
•  vocational options 

How you will learn and be assessed 
You’ll learn through a variety of practical sessions, 
educational visits and classroom-based learning. 
Assessment takes place through a variety of 
means which could include portfolio building, 
production of practical work, and assessment 
tests. You will take external qualifications 
in English and maths and will complete an 
accredited course at your level of study in 
Employability and Personal Development (at 
Entry 2 or Entry 3). 

Careers and further study
This course will help you to develop the skills you 
need to progress onto a Level 1 vocational course 
and to make informed choices on your direction 
on career options. 

Entry requirements
•  no formal entry requirements

About the course
Delivered in partnership with an external training 
provider such as Elite Training or Barnado’s, this 
programme will support you to develop your 
Maths and English skills, improve your personal 
and social development, and focus on one 
particular occupational area.  
FLEX Partners currently offer study programmes 
in Motor Vehicle Studies and a short course for 
young parents and parents to be aged 16-18. 

How you’ll learn and be assessed 
The programme will deliver practical sessions 
with classroom taught underpinning knowledge, 
as well as Maths and English delivered in a 
format relevant to the vocational area. You’ll 
learn through a variety of practical activities and 
classroom-based sessions. You’ll be assessed by a 
variety of methods, including portfolio building, 
assessment of practical tasks and external tests.

Careers and further study
There are a number of options you may be able 
to progress onto, including further study at Level 
1 or Level 2, Apprenticeships, or employment. We 
have a Progression Agreement with each training 
provider which, provided you have met the 
achievement and attendance criteria, will either 
guarantee you a place on the next level in your 
chosen vocational area or will guarantee you an 
interview in another area of your choice.

Entry requirements
•  no formal entry qualifications

About the course
If you want to develop your independence, 
confidence, personal and social skills as well 
as gaining skills that could progress towards 
employment, this is the programme for you.  
Topics studied can include:
•  independent living skills
•  independent travel
•  social and personal skills
•   skills for employment or supported employment
•  communication/literacy
•  numeracy

How you will learn and be assessed
You’ll be involved in active learning through 
a series of projects which will be reinforced 
through additional consolidation of learning 
via enrichment time.  The projects will allow 
you to action plan, and produce evidence 
for your portfolio which will form part of 
your assessment. Typical projects include a 
photography exhibition, a performance, and 
enterprise business and café.

Careers and further study
This course is designed to help you move towards 
independent living, reach your learning outcomes 
and possibly enter supported employment that 
will enable your confidence and self-esteem 
to flourish. It may be possible to progress to 
our FLEX VOTE programme or the Access to 
Independence programme which is designed to 
give you an opportunity of studying at higher 
levels for personal and social skills, employment 
skills, Maths and English. The VOTE programme 
will also give you vocational options and tasters 
at entry 2 and 3.

Entry requirements
•  no formal entry qualifications

About the course
If you want to further develop your 
independence, confidence, personal, and social 
skills as well as gaining skills that could help you 
to progress towards employment by engaging 
in a suite of vocational options, this is the 
programme for you.
Topics studied can include:
•  independent living skills
•  independent travel
•  social and personal skills
•   skills for employment or supported employment
•  aspects of adulthood
•  communication/literacy
•  numeracy

How you will learn and be assessed
You’ll be involved in active learning through a 
series of projects which will allow you to action 
plan and produce evidence for your portfolio. 
Typical projects include employability, equality 
and diversity, a performance, production of crafts 
to provide enterprise business activities, and café. 
There is also many practical activities to prepare 
for working life. You’ll be assessed through 
portfolio building and production of work.

Careers and further study
This course is designed to help you move towards 
independent living and possibly supported 
employment that will enable your confidence 
and self-esteem to flourish in all aspects of 
adulthood. It is sometimes possible to progress 
to our FLEX VOTE programme which gives you an 
opportunity to study at higher levels for personal 
and social skills, employability skills, Maths and 
English and will also give you Vocational Options 
and Tasters at Entry 2 and Entry 3.

Wakefield City Campus/Lightwaves
Level 1
January/May start - 12 weeks

•  

* Wakefield City Campus
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Hair & Beauty
We all like to look our best and this is reflected in the considerable
size of the hair and beauty industries in the UK. With the
development of new treatments and increasing demand from male
customers, there are great opportunities for those with the right
creative and technical skills and experience.

Nail technology, beauty therapy and hairdressing offer solid career
paths within existing salons, or you can be self-employed.
Students work at Elements, our professional salon, taking advantage
of its superb facilities and the chance to provide hair and beauty
services to paying members of the public.

• professional salon Elements for live work experience

• highly qualified tutors

• fantastic industry links

•     the department hosts Worldskills regional heats and enters

 students into the competitions. Some have competed at and

 been placed at the national finals at the NEC Birmingham

 Castleford Campus

Courses we offer:
Level 1 Diploma in Beauty Therapy
Level 1 Diploma in Combined Hair & Beauty
Level 1 Diploma in Hairdressing
Level 2 Diploma in Beauty Therapy Studies
Level 2 Diploma in Combined Hair and Beauty
Level 2 Diploma in Hairdressing Studies
Level 3 Diploma in Beauty Therapy Studies
Level 3 Diploma in Hairdressing Studies
Level 3 Diploma in Make-up Artistry
Level 3 Diploma in Nail Technology

“ I started hairdressing three 
years ago not knowing 
anything about it. I gained 
the Level 2 Diploma and the 
Level 2 NVQ, then progressed 
to the Level 3 Diploma and 
I am now fully qualified. I’m 
planning to work in a salon 
to gain experience and 
eventually own my own 
business.

  On the course we had  
one-to-one training in 
certain areas, such as colour, 
with input from big name 
manufacturers.  The College 
staff are very helpful and 
pushed me to achieve the best 
results possible.  My advice 
is, if you want to succeed and 
aren’t afraid of hard work, 
apply to Wakefield College.” 

 Katie Stirling
 Level 3 Diploma in  
 Hairdressing  Studies

/hairandbeautyatwakefieldcollege
/elementshairandbeauty

@wakeycollege /WakefieldCollege/hair.beautyw
Connect 

with us

HAIR & BEAUTY
ELEMENTS

“ ...hairdressing students regularly use internet-enabled 
devices containing industry-specific applications to enable 
them to conduct product-related research during lessons” 

 Ofsted report 2014
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Castleford Campus
1 year
VTCT

Level 1 Diploma in Beauty 
Therapy

Castleford Campus
1 year
VTCT

Level 1 Diploma in 
Combined Hair & Beauty

Castleford Campus
1 year
VTCT

Level 1 Diploma in 
Hairdressing

Castleford Campus
1 years
VTCT

Level 2 Diploma in  
Beauty Therapy Studies

Castleford Campus
2 year
VTCT

Level 2 Diploma in 
Combined Hair  
and Beauty

Entry requirements
•  Entry Level 3 English and Maths
•   if you do not have the relevant qualifications we 

can assess your current level of literacy  
and numeracy

•  successful interview

About the course
If you’re motivated with a keen interest in beauty 
therapy, this course could be your first step 
towards a rewarding career.
Topics studied can include:
•  presenting a professional image in a salon
•  creating an image using colour
•  basic manicures and pedicures
•  basic skin care and make-up
•  providing basic nail art
•  salon reception duties
•  the art of photographic make-up

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 60% practical and 40% classroom 
study. You’ll learn by observing demonstrations, 
practising your skills and learning the theory 
behind the practice. You will spend at least three 
days in College with one day study leave to 
research and produce documentation for projects 
and assignments. Practical assessment is through 
observation of skills and oral questioning. 
Theoretical assessment is through assignments, 
project and written tests. You will have the 
opportunity to build up your qualifications 
throughout the year.

Careers and further study
After completing this course you can go on to 
work as an assistant beauty therapist or a trainee 
in a beauty salon. This course will support you in 
progressing to a Level 2 course in beauty therapy 
or nail services.

Entry requirements
•  GCSE English Language A* - D or equivalent
OR 
•   Level 1 Hairdressing or Beauty Therapy
PLUS 
•   Level 1 literacy and numeracy - if you do not 

have this we can assess you 
•  all candidates will be interviewed 

About the course
If you’ve got a keen interest this course will give 
you the practical skills and theoretical knowledge 
to start you on a successful career.
Topics studied can include:
•  eyelash and brow treatments
•  provide facial skin care
•  waxing techniques
•  salon reception duties
•  manicure and pedicure treatments 
•   hairdressing techniques such as cutting, 

shampooing, styling and colouring

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 60% practical work and 40% 
classroom study. You’ll learn through a mixture 
of theory classes and practical work in our salons. 
You’ll be assessed through practical work, written 
tests, oral questions and portfolio building.

Careers and further study
After completing this course you could find work 
as a junior stylist or beauty therapist. Alternatively 
you could go on to study Level 3 Diploma in 
Women’s Hairdressing studies, Level 3 Beauty 
Therapy, Nail Technology, Massage Therapies, Level 
2 Barbering, or Massage Therapies.

Entry requirements
•  Level 1 Beauty Therapy 
OR 
•   minimum 4 GCSEs grade A* - D including 

English Language  and Functional Skills Maths 
Level 1 or equivalent

•   interview

About the course
This programme is designed to equip you with 
skills and knowledge needed to succeed in this 
sector. The course offers an exciting range of 
additional activities including visits to trade 
exhibitions and the opportunity to undertake 
specialist training from external companies.
Topics studied can include:
•  facials
•  waxing
•  manicure
•  pedicure
•  make up and eye treatments

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 60% practical and 40% classroom 
study.  You’ll learn through a variety of teaching 
and learning methods such as observing 
demonstrations, using online resources, and 
hands-on experience of using beauty therapy 
techniques. Assessment of your practical skills is 
undertaken in our salons.  You’ll also complete 
written tests, oral questions and build a portfolio.

Careers and further study
After completing this course you can find 
employment as a beauty therapist at a junior 
level in a salon, spa, hotel, cruise liner, theatre or 
television studio. You can also go on to further 
study including Level 3 Beauty Therapy, Level 3 
Nail Technology, Massage Therapies or Diploma 
in Make-up Artistry.

Entry requirements
•  Entry Level 3 literacy and numeracy
•   if you do not have the relevant qualifications 

we can assess your current level of literacy and 
numeracy

•  successful interview

About the course
If you are motivated with a keen interest in 
hairdressing, this course could be your first step 
towards a rewarding career.
Topics studied can include:
•  presenting a professional image
•  styling women's hair
•  colour hair using temporary colour
•  art of dressing hair
•  promoting products and services

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 55% classroom study and 45% 
practical work. You’ll learn through a series of 
short courses which will include carrying out 
practical assignments in our hairdressing salons, 
supported by classroom-based theory work. You’ll 
also be expected to work on friends and family 
outside College. Assessment is continual through 
theory assignments, written tests, practical 
work, oral questions and portfolio building. 
You will have the opportunity to build up your 
qualifications throughout the year.

Careers and further study
This course will give you the skills to work as a salon 
trainee or assistant. This course will support you in 
progressing to a Level 2 course such as the Level 2 
Diploma in Women’s Hairdressing.

Entry requirements
•  Entry Level 3 in literacy and numeracy
•   if you do not have the relevant qualifications 

we can assess your current level of literacy and 
numeracy

•  you will be asked to complete a vocational task
•  successful interview

About the course
If you’re a motivated individual with a keen 
interest in both hairdressing and beauty therapy 
this course could be your first step towards a 
rewarding career in either field.
Topics studied can include:
•  presenting a professional image in a salon
•  manicures
•  facials
•  make-up 
•  themed face painting
•  styling and dressing women’s hair

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 70% practical and 30% classroom 
study. You’ll learn through observing 
demonstrations, practising your skills and 
learning the theory behind the practice. You’ll 
spend at least three days in College with 
one day study leave to research and produce 
documentation for projects and assignments. 
You’ll be assessed through practicals, through 
observation of skills, and oral questioning. 
Theoretical assessment is through assignments, 
project and written tests. 

Careers and further study
This course will support you in progressing to a 
course such as Level 2 Diploma in Beauty Specialist 
Techniques or the Level 2 Diploma in Women’s 
Hairdressing. Careers open to you after completing 
this course include assistant beauty therapist or 
a trainee within a hair or beauty salon, assistant 
hairdresser or trainee within a hairdressing salon.  

Castleford Campus
1 year
VTCT

Level 2 Diploma in 
Hairdressing Studies

Entry requirements
•   Level 1 Hairdressing and Level 1 Maths and English
•   if you do not have these, we can assess you 
•   all applicants must complete a successful 

interview

About the course
This course will develop both the practical skills 
and the knowledge you need to work as a junior 
stylist in the industry. As part of the course you 
will also have the opportunity to visit major 
exhibitions and shows featuring top stylists and 
leading manufacturers.
Topics studied can include:
•  shampoo and condition hair and scalp
•  the art of dressing hair
•  cutting
•  colouring

How you will learn and be assessed 
This course is 70% practical work and 30% 
classroom study.  Hairdressing skills will be 
demonstrated and practised in our salons, 
where you will have the opportunity to work on 
paying clients. The knowledge required to gain 
certification will be gained in theory lessons and 
by independent study in the library. Practical 
assessment is ongoing as and when appropriate.  
There will be written tests, some written 
assignments and projects and the collection of a 
portfolio.

Careers and further study
This course can allow you to go on to become a 
stylist in a salon. Alternatively you can further your 
knowledge by studying a further course such as 
our Level 3 Diploma in Hairdressing Studies.
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Castleford Campus
1 year
VTCT

Level 3 Diploma in Beauty 
Therapy Studies

Castleford Campus
1 year
VTCT

Level 3 Diploma in 
Hairdressing Studies

Castleford Campus
1 year
VTCT

Level 3 Diploma in  
Make-up Artistry

Level 3 Diploma in  
Nail Technology

Castleford Campus
1 year
VTCT

Entry requirements
•   Level 2 in Nail Services or Beauty Therapy or 

equivalent (must include manicure and pedicure)
•   you will also need Level 2 English and Maths 

qualifications.  If you do not have the relevant 
level of qualification, we can assess your current 
level of skills in English and/or Maths

•  interview or recommendation

About the course
Challenging and fast-paced, this programme 
is designed to give you a specialist range of 
treatment knowledge and skills in nail technology 
at an advanced level. 
Topics studied can include:
•  maintaining personal health and wellbeing
•  applying and maintaining nail enhancements
•  nail art
•  enhancing nails using electric files 
•  display stock to promote sales
•  promoting products and services

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 60% practical and 40% classroom 
study. Taught theory lessons consist of group 
discussions, lectures and subject research. You will be 
assessed performing the skills on a range of clients 
and your achievement will be recorded in your own 
‘in house’ assessment records. Oral questioning will 
take place at the time of the practical assessments. 
There are written end tests for some units and a 
number of assignments per unit. 

Careers and further study
After completing this course you could go on to 
be a nail technician in a salon, spa, health farm 
or product trainer. Broaden your skills by taking 
courses in holistic therapies such as reflexology, 
Indian head massage or aromatherapy.

Entry requirements
•   Level 2 Beauty Therapy or Level 2 Hairdressing 
OR 
•  A or AS Level Art
AND 
•  Level 2 qualifications in literacy and numeracy
•   other qualifications may be considered at the 

tutor's discretion
•  successful interview

About the course
This programme offers an exciting range of 
additional activities including industry work 
experience, visits to make-up artist exhibitions, 
and an annual competition.
Topics studied can include:
•  promote products and services to clients in a salon
•  design and apply face and body art
•  fashion and photographic make-up
•  media make-up

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 70% practical and 30% classroom 
based. Taught theory lessons consist of group 
discussions, lectures and subject research. You will 
be assessed performing the skills on a range of 
clients and your achievement will be recorded in 
your own assessment records which will form the 
basis of your portfolio. You’ll be assessed through 
written end tests, assignments, practical tests and 
oral questioning. 

Careers and further study
This qualification may lead directly into 
employment as a make up artist working in 
health care such as camouflage make-up, retail or 
beauty consultancy, beauty salons, or the fashion, 
photographic or media sectors.
You may wish to progress into other areas within 
beauty therapy or hairdressing industries, or into 
higher education within similar fields.

Entry requirements
•  Level 2 Diploma in Hairdressing
AND 
•  Level 2 in English and/or Maths

About the course
This qualification is designed for those who have 
completed a Level 2 Diploma in Hairdressing 
qualification and want to advance their skills in 
the profession.
Topics studied can include:
•   promote and sell products and services to clients
•   monitor and maintain health and safety practice 

in the salon
•  cut women's hair to create a variety of looks
•   style and dress hair using a variety of techniques
•  colour hair to create a variety of looks 

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 66% practical work and 33% 
classroom study. Hairdressing skills will be 
demonstrated and practised in our salons, where 
you will work on paying clients, practising and 
upgrading your hairdressing skills. You will be 
occasionally required to bring appropriate models 
to College for practice and assessment, and you 
will be expected to practise your hairdressing 
skills at home. The knowledge required to gain 
certification will be gained in theory lessons and 
by study in the library. Practical assessment is 
ongoing as and when appropriate. There will be 
written tests, some written assignments, projects 
and portfolio building.

Careers and further study
After completing this course you could find work 
as a stylist or manager in a hairdressing salon, 
or self-employed hairdresser or salon owner. 
Alternatively you could go on to study courses 
such as VTCT NVQ Level 3 Diploma in Hairdressing.

Entry requirements
• Level 2 Beauty Therapy 
PLUS  
•  Level 2 literacy and numeracy qualifications
•   if you do not have Level 2 literacy and numeracy 

qualifications, we can assess you
•  successful interview

About the course
If you want to achieve professional status and 
enter the top level of the beauty industry, perhaps 
as a salon manager or owner, this programme 
will give you advanced skills in a wide range of 
beauty treatments.
Topics studied can include:
•  client care and communication 
•  provide body massage 
•  provide facial electrotherapy treatments
•  provide body electrotherapy treatments
•  microdermabrasion 
•  apply individual permanent lashes 

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 65% practical work and 35% 
classroom study. Taught theory lessons consist of 
group discussions, lectures and subject research. 
There may be opportunities for field trips and 
additional training with external providers. You 
will be assessed performing the skills on a range 
of clients and your achievement will be recorded 
in your own e-portfolio. Oral questioning will take 
place at the time of the practical assessments. 
There are online end tests for some units and a 
number of assignments per unit. 

Careers and further study
Further study is possible in reflexology, indian head 
massage, aromatherapy, nail technology, thermal 
stone therapy. Career options include working in 
settings such as salons, spas, health farms and 
cruise liners, or as a salon manager or owner.
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Health & 
Social Care

Working in the care sector will put you at the heart
of your community. Our courses are designed to give you the skills
you’ll need whether your aim is to work in a specialist facility such
as a nursing home or within a home-based service. 

We’ve developed a range of courses at different levels to prepare
you for a career in health and social care because it’s becoming
increasingly important to have relevant skills and qualifications to
help you gain employment.

After completing your study you may be able to progress straight
into employment in care homes, community or health settings, or
with further study and training you may go into careers such as
social work, residential care management, and related occupations.

Courses we offer:
Level 1 Diploma in Introduction to Health, Social Care 
and Children’s and Young People’s Settings (QCF)
Level 2 Certificate in Health and Social Care
Level 3 Certificate and Extended Diploma in Health and Social Care (VRQ)

“ My time at College has been brilliant. I’ve had a great first 
year and hope to move on to Level 3 for the next two years.  
Eventually I’d like to train to become a counsellor.”

 Jac-Henry Owens
 Level 2  Diploma in Health & Social Care

•  long-standing relationships with work placements

• good links with the community

•  students work with our youth leaders on student enrichment themed weeks

•    guest speakers from the NHS, voluntary organisations, local authorities, 

 and private care organisations are invited in to talk to the students

 Wakefield City Campus / Work Placement

/HealthandSocialCareatWakefieldCollege @wakeycollege /WakefieldCollegehealth.socialcarew
Connect 

with us

Progression opportunity!

You can progress onto our 

FdSc Health and Well-being 

to further your knowledge.
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Wakefield City Campus
1 year
CACHE

Level 1 Diploma in 
Introduction to Health, 
Social Care and Children’s 
and Young People’s Settings

Wakefield City Campus
1 year
CACHE

Level 2  Certificate in 
Health and Social Care

Wakefield City Campus
1-2 years
CACHE

Level 3 Certificate and 
Extended Diploma in 
Health and Social Care

Entry requirements
•  5 GCSEs at grade A*-C including English Language

About the course
You’ll be in College for 3-4 days each week and 
in a work placement for 1 day each week. Being 
in a placement will give you the opportunity to 
gain experience in a real work environment and 
chance to put into practice what you learned in 
the classroom. 
Topics studied can include:
•  anatomy and physiology
•  human growth and development
•  safeguarding
•  infection prevention and control

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 80% classroom based and 20% 
work placement. Classroom-based activities 
will include lectures, group work, workshops 
and independent learning. You must also be 
prepared to undertake work placements in care 
settings. You’ll be assessed through a range of 
methods including oral questioning, portfolio 
building, practical assignments and task-based 
controlled assessments.

Careers and further study
This course can allow you to progress to study at 
higher education level on courses such as our FdSc 
Health and Well-being. You could also go on to 
study or work in areas such as nursing, adult and 
mental health nursing, psychology, health and 
well-being, criminology, youth and family working, 
or social work.

Entry requirements
•  4 GCSEs grade A*-D including English Language

About the course
This course develops the knowledge and 
skills needed to work in health and social care 
environments, caring for young people, adults, and 
the elderly. You’ll also gain valuable experience 
working in a health care setting.
Topics studied can include:
•  understanding the procedures for obtaining, 

storing, administering and disposing of 
medication  

• responsibility and accountability 
• professional working 
• reflective practice
The course also covers supporting individuals 
with their physical and emotional care, daily living 
needs, and health care procedures.

How you will learn and be assessed 
This course is 60% classroom-based, 20% 
independent study and research, and 20% work 
placement. You’ll learn through a variety of 
activities including lectures, visiting speakers, tutor 
presentations, research and practical activities. 
You’ll be assessed in a range of ways including 
direct observation in the workplace, a portfolio 
of evidence, presentations, leaflets, written 
assignments and tasks set by the awarding body. 

Careers and further study
Successful completion of this course will allow you 
to progress onto either a Level 3 course in Health 
and Social Care or Childcare and Education. This 
course will support employment working in roles 
such as: care assistant in residential settings or 
supported living, healthcare support worker in 
community and primary care environments, or 
healthcare assistant in acute health environments.

Entry requirements
•   3 GCSEs grade E-G including English Language 

and Maths 
OR 
•  Entry Level 3 English and Maths qualifications
•   if you do not possess the relevant English 

and Maths qualifications, we can assess your 
current levels

•   consideration will be given regarding minimum 
requirements for any student with extenuating 
circumstances

About the course
If you’re unsure whether you want to work in 
childcare or health and social care, this course 
will further your knowledge in both so that you 
can decide.

How you will learn and be assessed 
You’ll be involved in a variety of activities including 
workbooks, poster work, research and practical 
activities. You’ll be assessed by completion of 
workbooks or assignments.

Careers and further study
After successfully completing the full programme 
of study including Functional Skills in Maths and 
English you can progress to a Level 2 qualification 
such as the Level 2 Diploma in Health and Social 
Care or the Level 2 Certificate in Children and 
Young People's Workforce.
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Horticulture
Public parks, gardens, nurseries, and allotments are popular day
visits and hobbies, creating wide-ranging employment
opportunities for those who wish to look after the natural world
around them. The practical courses develop a range of practical
skills and knowledge.

We use a realistic working environment, including greenhouses,
growing grounds, orchards, and lawns, to ensure that you gain the
skills and qualifications you need to take full advantage of these
career opportunities.

Courses we offer:
Level 1 Diploma in Work-Based Horticulture
Level 2 Diploma in Work-Based Horticulture

/animalcareandhorticultureatwakefieldcollege @wakeycollege /WakefieldCollege/horticulturew
Connect 

with us

• great regional/national and international links

• tutor expertise and experience

• work in partnership with Groundwork at Thornes Park Nursery

• various field trips and visits, including Disneyland Paris

 Wakefield City Campus / Thornes Park Nursery

“ I don’t particularly enjoy being 
in the classroom so this course 
was ideal for me. There is some 
classroom work but not very 
much. It involves writing down 
what you’ve done and including 
photographs of your work.

  It can be a lot of hard work in the 
winter but it’s really good and 
you meet some great people.”

 Jason Haigh
  Level 1 Diploma in Work-Based 
Horticulture

Groundwork Wakefield works with 
the community to bring about positive 
change in people’s lifestyles and the 
environment, promoting learning 
by delivering skills and training that 
enables sustainable employment and 
enterprise for all.
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WCC*/Thornes Park Nursery
1 year
City & Guilds 

Level 1 Diploma in Work-
Based Horticulture

WCC*/Thornes Park Nursery
1 year
City & Guilds 

Level 2 Diploma in  
Work-Based Horticulture

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs at grade A*-D preferably including 

Maths or English Language
OR
•   Level 1 Diploma in Horticulture and English or 

Maths at Entry Level 3

About the course
This course will develop your knowledge and 
skills in relation to horticulture. All practical 
activities take place at the Thornes Park Nursery 
and you’ll study theory subjects at the City 
Centre Campus. 
Topics studied can include:
•  preparing ground for seeding and planting
•  establishing plants and or seeds in soil
•  establishing crops or plants in growing medium
•   monitor and report on the growth and 

development of crops and plants
•  collect and prepare propagation material
There may also be the opportunity to complete 
an individual project.

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 70% practical work and 30% 
classroom study. For two days a week you will be 
based at Thornes Park Nursery where you’ll learn in 
a realistic horticulture environment that includes 
greenhouses, poly tunnels, growing grounds, 
orchards and lawns. Some of the assessments will 
be observations and there will be a workbook which 
is completed on an ongoing basis. 

Careers and further study
On completion of the course it could lead to 
employment in areas such as agricultural/
horticultural technician, gardener, horticultural 
garden centre worker, or landscaper. You could 
also go on to develop your knowledge by 
studying a Level 3 qualification in horticulture.

Entry requirements
•   Entry Level qualification with English and 

Maths at Entry Level 3
•  a commitment to the horticulture industry

About the course
This course is a great introduction to horticulture 
and related industries. You’ll be introduced to 
plant propagation and cultivation, crop production, 
plant breeding and genetic and plant physiology. 
The work involves fruits, berries, nuts, vegetables, 
flowers, trees, shrubs, and turf. 
Topics studied can include:
•  transporting supplies of physical resources
•  maintaining structures and surfaces
•  planting and establishing plants
•  vegetative propagation of plants
•  propagation of plants from seeds
•   identifying the presence of, and controlling 

common pests and diseases

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 80% practical work and 20% 
classroom study.  You’ll learn by building up 
skills, professional techniques and knowledge by 
working in a realistic horticulture environment 
that includes greenhouses, growing grounds, 
orchards and lawns. Class-based lessons will 
give you a full understanding of the theory of 
horticulture and expand your knowledge for 
assessments. Assessment will be a combination 
of short-answer questions and observed practical 
assessments.

Careers and further study
With further training and experience you can find 
employment as a horticultural worker, grounds 
person, gardener, or arboricultural worker. You 
can also progress to study the Level 2 Diploma in 
Work Based Horticulture.

* Wakefield City Campus * Wakefield City Campus



W
ak

ef
ie

ld
 C

o
lle

ge
 S

ch
o

o
l L

ea
v

er
 P

ro
sp

ec
tu

s 
20

16
/1

7 C
o

u
rse In

fo
rm

atio
n

 0
19

24
 78

9
111 / w

ak
efield

.ac.u
k

88 89

Hospitality & Catering
The hospitality and catering industry is the largest growing sector in
the world, but there is a shortage of skilled staff within the industry. 
The majority of our students gain full-time employment before
they’ve even finished their course with us! Our courses offer you
the chance to begin a rewarding and exciting career, perhaps working at a
famous restaurant or owning your own business. 

Teaching isn’t confined to the classroom. You’ll use Gaskell’s, our
award-winning training restaurant which is open to the public, our bar,
Deli shop, industry-standard training kitchens,  and conference suite.

Courses we offer:
Level 1 Certificate in an Introduction to Professional
 Food and Beverage Service
Level 1 Diploma in Vocational Studies – Hospitality and Catering
Level 2 Diploma in Food, Beverage and Professional Cookery Studies
Level 2 Diploma in Retail Skills 
Level 3 Diploma in Advanced Professional Cookery (Kitchen and Larder)
Level 3 90-credit Diploma in Hospitality 

•   opportunity to enter internal and external competitions 
 such as Golden Apron

• provide catering at various events across the district including the Food, 
 Drink and Rhubarb Festival and Armed Forces Day

• expertise of tutors brings wealth of industry experience

• great regional, national and international links

 Opportunities to study overseas

 Wakefield City Campus / Work Placement

/hospitalityandcateringatwakefieldcollege
@wakeycollege /WakefieldCollege/cateringw

Connect 
with us

“ I knew I wanted to be a chef and 
after doing my research I chose 
Wakefield College because it offers 
such a wide range of courses 
and because past students told 
me that the training the College 
provides is outstanding.

  From day one the tutors were 
very friendly, kind and helpful.  
In my first year I qualified for 
a work placement in Dinard 
in France, where I worked in a 
traditional French kitchen for four 
weeks.  This was a mind-blowing 
experience and gave me a lot of 
pride and confidence in my ability 
as a young chef. The course has 
had so many highpoints, from 
catering at Nostell Priory, winning 
Catering Student of the Year 
2013, to getting to the final of the 
Golden Apron Competition where 
I cooked alongside a Michelin 
starred chef.”

  Jake Fawcett 
Level 3 Diploma in Advanced  
Professional CookeryOur live training restaurant, 

Gaskell’s, is run by our hospitality 
and catering students and won the 
Best Restaurant in Wakefield, voted 
for by Wakefield Civic Society for 
three years running!

Gaskell’s
Restaurant

Gaskell’s

/gaskells/gaskells-restaurant
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Wakefield City Campus
1 year
VTCT

Level 1 Diploma in 
Vocational Studies – 
Hospitality and Catering

Wakefield City Campus
1 year
City & Guilds

Level 1 Certificate in 
an Introduction to 
Professional Food and 
Beverage Service

Wakefield City Campus
1 year
VTCT

Level 2 Diploma in Food, 
Beverage and Professional 
Cookery Studies

Wakefield City Campus
1 year
VTCT

Level 2 Diploma in Retail 
Skills 

Wakefield City Campus
1 year
Edexcel BTEC

Level 3 Diploma in 
Advanced Professional 
Cookery (Kitchen  
and Larder)

Level 3 90-credit Diploma 
in Hospitality 

Wakefield City Campus
1 year
BTEC/Edexcel

Entry requirements
•  4 GCSEs grade A* - D 
OR
•   Functional Skills Level 1 in either English or 

Maths and a Level 2 Hospitality and Catering 
qualification

About the course
This course that will prepare you for a career 
as a chef in a professional kitchen. During this 
qualification there will be an opportunity for 
learners to attend a residential trip abroad and 
for some students to attend a work placement 
in the 5* Hilton Hotel Malta.
Topics studied can include:
•  the principles of food safety supervision for 

catering
• supervisory skills for the hospitality industry
• practical gastronomy
•  advanced skills and techniques in producing 

meat dishes, poultry and game dishes, fish and  
shellfish dishes, vegetable and vegetarian dishes

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 80% practical work and 20% 
classroom study. You will learn by developing 
your skills within the student refectory and in 
Gaskell’s, our award-winning restaurant. Theory 
lessons will provide you with a full understanding 
and build your knowledge for assessments. You 
will compile a portfolio of evidence that can 
include observations, assignments, practical tests, 
written tests, oral questions, witness statements 
and case studies. Practical tests will require to 
produce a dish in a given amount of time. You 
must be familiar with the dish. 

Careers and further study
After completing this course you can seek 
employment as a professional chef in a variety 
of contexts, including hotels, restaurants, pubs 
and gastro pubs, hospitals/care homes, visitor 
attractions, or cruise liners.

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs A* - D including English Language  

and Maths
•   if your GCSEs do not include English and/or 

Maths, you will also need Functional Skills 
Level 1 in English and/or Maths

About the course
This course will teach you how to deal with retail 
goods, including stock levels, customer orders and 
returns. Other skills may include managing staff, 
dealing with money and loyalty schemes, and 
assisting customers when required.
Topics studied can include:
•  carrying out promotional campaigns 
•   giving customers a positive impression of 

yourself and your organisation
•  maintaining food safety 
•  promoting loyalty schemes to customers

How you will learn and be assessed 
This course is 50% practical work and 50% 
classroom study. 
You will apply your skills within our in-house 
training Deli Shop, along with other possible 
venues, to include retailers in central Wakefield. 
You’ll also produce a portfolio of evidence which 
will confirm the knowledge, understanding 
and skills that you have learnt. Evidence in the 
portfolio may take the form of observed work, 
witness statements, written questions, oral 
questions, assignments and case studies.

Careers and further study
You will be given the opportunity to progress 
onto our Level 3 90 Credit National Diploma 
in Business Studies. Progression to Level 
3 will support those with supervision and 
management ambitions in the retail sector.
You may also wish to seek employment as a 
sales assistant, team leader, or retail supervisor.

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs grade A* - D 
OR  
•  Functional Skills level 1 in English or Maths

About the course
The course is a substantial vocational 
qualification for learners seeking a career in the 
hospitality industry.
During the course there will be an opportunity 
for learners to attend a residential trip abroad 
and for some students to attend a work 
placement in the 5* Hilton Hotel Malta.
Topics studied can include:
•  principles of customer service in hospitality, 

leisure, travel and tourism
• food service
• prepare and cook meat and shellfish
• prepare and cook fruit and vegetables
• produce hot and cold desserts and puddings

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 80% practical work and 20% 
classroom study. You’ll apply your skills within 
the student refectory and in Gaskell's, our onsite 
restaurant. Theory lessons will provide you with 
a full understanding of the theory element 
of your course expanding your knowledge 
for assessments. You will compile a portfolio 
of evidence that can include observations, 
assignments, practical tests, written tests, oral 
questions, witness statements and case studies. 
Practical tests will require  you to produce a 
familiar dish in a given amount of time. 

Careers and further study
After completing this course you could go on 
to work as front of house staff or a chef in a 
restaurant, café, coffee shop, public house, bar, 
cruise liner or hotel. Alternatively you could go 
on to study our Level 3 Diploma in Advanced 
Professional Cookery.

Entry requirements
•  3 GCSEs grade A* - G

About the course
This course that has been designed to help 
prepare you for employment and a career in the 
hospitality industry.
Topics studied can include:
• food service
• preparing and serving drinks
• basic food preparation and cooking
• using kitchen equipment
• front office operations
• food safety in catering

How you will learn and be assessed 
This course is 80% practical work and 20% 
classroom study. You’ll learn through gradually 
building up a repertoire of skills and techniques, 
which you will continue to develop within 
lessons. You will then be able to apply these 
skills within the student refectory and in 
Gaskell's, our onsite award-winning restaurant. 
Theory lessons will provide you with a full 
understanding of the theory element of 
your course expanding your knowledge for 
assessments. You will be required to compile 
a portfolio of evidence that can include 
observations, assignments, practical tests, 
written tests, oral questions, witness statements 
and case studies.

Careers and further study
This qualification will allow you to embark on a 
career within all aspects of the industry including 
hotels, restaurants, cruise liners and tourism 
establishments. You could also go on to study 
courses such as our Level 2 Diploma in Food, 
Beverage and Professional Cookery Studies or our 
Level 3 Diploma in Advanced Professional Cookery.

Entry requirements
•  Interview

About the course
Topics studied can include:
• legislation in food and beverage service 
• dealing with payments and bookings 
• food and beverage service skills 
• bar service skills 
• hot beverage skills 
• food safety in catering

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 80% practical work and 
20% classroom study. You will learn by 
gradually building up a repertoire of skills 
and techniques, which you will develop in 
lessons and in a restaurant setting. You will 
then be able to apply these skills within an 
award-winning restaurant. Theory lessons 
will give you a full understanding of the 
theory of food and beverage service and 
expand your knowledge for assessments. 
Theory assessments will be a combination 
of short answer questions and written 
assignments. You will also undertake timed 
practical assessments. 

Careers and further study
You can progress to further study at 
Level 2 or in a wide range of hospitality 
roles including bar work, table or counter 
service. Alternatively you can study our 
Level 2 Certificate in Professional Food and 
Beverage Service.

Entry requirements
•   5 GCSEs at grades A* to C including English 

Language or Maths
•   alternatively a relevant Level 2 qualification 

with Merit grade 
PLUS 
•   GCSEs English and Maths grades A* - C or 

Functional skills English and Maths at Level 2

About the course 
If you’re interested in a supervisory or 
management position in the fast-paced 
hospitality industry, this course is for you. 
Your food service skills, cookery skills, events 
management and hospitality management 
skills will all be developed by this course.
Topics studied can include:
•  hospitality events
•  European cuisine
•  food service operations
•  front of house operations
You’ll also gain an insight into professional cookery, 
food/silver service, wine and drinks service. 

How you will learn and be assessed 
This course is 60% practical work and 40% 
theory based. You'll learn through lectures, 
catering demonstrations, practical workshops, 
group seminars and presentations, You’ll also 
learn through hands-on experience within our 
catering production unit, restaurant service 
area, deli shop and conference suite. There'll be 
chances to work overseas in Sweden or France. 
You’ll be assessed through assignment based 
work in the form of written reports, essays or 
projects, observations of practical work, personal 
development journals and presentations. 

Careers and further study
You can go on to study further at college or 
university level. Career opportunities exist in: 
hotels, restaurants, pubs, outside caterers, and 
visitor attractions. 
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Motor Vehicle
If you’re enthusiastic about cars and motorcycles, studying a motor
vehicle course with us could help you to turn your passion into a
career. In superb, purpose-built, fully equipped motor vehicle
workshops at our Castleford Campus, you’ll study towards
qualifications in motor vehicle/motorcycle engineering and body
repair and refinishing. 

You’ll be getting your hands dirty working on real cars and bikes,
learning the skills needed for a career in the sector. Our tutors have
a wealth of experience, from working in vehicle maintenance and
repair to race teams and specialised vehicle support. One thing you’ll
have in common is a passion for all things automotive, which makes for a
hugely energetic and rewarding learning environment.

Courses we offer:
Entry Level Certificate in Motor Vehicle Studies
Level 1 Diploma in Light Vehicle Service & Repair
Level 1 Diploma in Motorcycle Studies
Level 1 Diploma in Motor Vehicle Body Repair/Refinishing
Level 2 Certificate in Body Repair/Refinishing
Level 2 Diploma in Vehicle Fitting Principles
Level 3 Diploma in Accident Repair Body Principles
Level 3 Diploma in Accident Repair Paint Principles
Level 3 Diploma in Heavy Vehicle Maintenance & Repair
Level 3 Diploma in Light Vehicle Maintenance & Repair
Level 3 Diploma in Motorcycle Maintenance & Repair

• realistic working environment – the students work with the latest

 technology on real vehicles from a regular client base

•  visits to various motor sports/motorcycle shows across the country

 Castleford Campus / Workshops

“ I think what I’ve enjoyed most 
about this course is the hands-
on experience in the fantastic 
facilities, the workshops are really 
well-equipped. The tutors made 
me feel very relaxed and now 
I’m ready to pursue a career as a 
mechanic.”

  Charlotte Steemson  
Motor Vehicle 

/motorvehicleatwakefieldcollege @wakeycollege /WakefieldCollege/motor.vehiclew
Connect 

with us

We also offer the Advanced Apprenticeship in 
Motorcycle Maintenance and Repair. We’re the only 
college in Yorkshire that provides this qualification!
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Castleford Campus
1 year
City & Guilds

Entry Level 3 Certificate in 
Motor Vehicle Studies 

Castleford Campus
1 year 

ABC

Level 1 Diploma in Light 
Vehicle Service & Repair

Castleford Campus
1 year 
ABC

Level 1 Diploma  
in Motorcycle Studies

Entry requirements
•   Entry Level 3 English and Maths qualification
 If you do not have these, we can assess you
•  interview

About the course
If you are interested in a career in the motorcycle 
industry, perhaps as a specialist in that field, 
this course will give you an introduction to both 
its practical and theoretical aspects.  You will 
work in our well-equipped, modern workshop, 
practising your skills on our stock of motorcycles 
of different types - scooters, off-road bikes, 
touring bikes and sports bikes.
Topics studied can include:
•  health & safety
•  correct use of tools and equipment
•  basic servicing
•  preparation for riding and use

How you will learn and be assessed 
This course is 50% classroom study and 50% 
practical work. You will attend practical sessions 
in our purpose-built motor vehicle workshops 
and classroom based theory lessons. You’ll 
be assessed continually through practical 
workshop tasks and compilation of a portfolio 
of evidence of tasks completed, plus oral and 
written tests.

Careers and further study
On completion of this course you could progress to 
a variety of our relevant qualifications such as the 
Level 2 Diploma in Motorcycle Service and Repair.
With the appropriate experience and 
qualifications, various roles within the 
motorcycle industry are open to you.

Entry requirements
•   Entry 3 literacy and numeracy qualifications. 

If you do not have these, we can assess your 
current level of literacy and/or numeracy

•  interview

About the course 
If you are interested in a career as a motor 
mechanic, this course will give you a firm 
foundation in both the theory and practice of 
motor vehicle repair and related fields.  
Topics studied can include:
•   engine liquid cooling and engine  

lubrication systems
•  steering and suspension
•  vehicle braking system
•  vehicle inspection
•  vehicle wheels and tyres
•  vehicle valeting
•  battery and lighting systems

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 50% classroom study and 50% 
practical work. You will attend practical sessions 
in our fully-equipped motor vehicle workshops 
and theory lessons in the classroom. Assessment 
is through practical workshop tasks and 
compilation of a portfolio of evidence of tasks 
completed, plus oral and written tests.

Careers and further study
On successful completion of this course you 
could progress to a variety of qualifications 
with us. With the appropriate experience and 
qualifications, you’ll be able to work in various 
roles within the motor vehicle industry.

Entry requirements
•  must be studying at Entry Level 2 upon 

commencement of the course

About the course
This course is ideal for those wishing to move 
on to a full-time Level 1 course. The course 
covers multi skills in all aspects of motor vehicle 
maintenance including, mechanics, body repair 
and motorcycle.

How you will learn and be assessed
 You’ll learn through a combination of 50% 
practical work in the workshops and 50% 
theoretical studies in the classroom.
You’ll be assessed through your practical work 
and the production of a portfolio of evidence.

Careers and further study
You could progress to study Level 1 in Motor 
Vehicle Studies/Motorcycle or Body Repair/
Paint. If you can gain suitable employment you 
could progress to an apprenticeship.
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Castleford Campus
1 year 
ABC

Level 1 Diploma in Motor 
Vehicle Body Repair/
Refinishing

Castleford Campus
1 year
ABC

Level 2 Certificate in Body 
Repair/Refinishing

Castleford Campus
1 year
City & Guilds

Level 2 Diploma in Vehicle 
Fitting Principles

Entry requirements
•   Level 1 vehicle fitting/maintenance or 

equivalent
OR
•  suitable previous practical experience.  
•   you will also need Level 1 English and Maths 

qualifications. If you do not possess these, we 
can assess you

About the course
Are you interested in a career as a fast-fit 
technician, repairing and replacing vehicle 
components such as tyres, exhausts, batteries 
and other parts often while the customer waits?  
If so, this course will give you a good grounding 
in both theory and practice and equip you with 
the necessary skills to succeed in this fast-paced 
environment.
Topics studied can include:
•  health & safety
•  maintain positive working relationships
•  workplace housekeeping
•  high performance light vehicle tyres
•  light vehicle exhaust systems and components
•  light vehicle suspension dampers and springs
•  light vehicle braking systems and components

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 50% classroom study and 50% 
practical work. You’ll learn by attending practical 
and theoretical sessions in our classrooms and 
state-of-the-art motor vehicle workshops. You’ll 
be assessed through practical tasks conducted 
in our mechanical workshops.

Careers and further study
You could go on to study our Level 3 Light 
Vehicle Maintenance. This course will help you 
to find employment as a fast-fit technician or 
general motor vehicle fitter at improver level.

Entry requirements
•   Level 1 Body/Paint or equivalent or previous 

experience
AND
•  Level 1 English and Maths qualifications

About the course
If you are interested in the body repair and paint 
refinishing aspect of the automotive industry, 
this is the ideal course for you.  
Topics studied can include:
•  panel repair and preparation techniques
•  paint preparation and application
•  plastic preparation and repair
•  rectification of paint defects

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 50% classroom-based theory 
lessons and 50% hands-on, practical work 
undertaken in our motor vehicle workshops. 
There will be continuous assessment of your 
practical work carried out in the workshops, and 
end-of-unit examinations.

Careers and further study
You can go on to study Level 3 Body/Refinishing 
or progress into industry at improver level or 
look for an apprenticeship.

Entry requirements
•  Entry Level 3 English and Maths qualifications.
•   If you do not have the relevant qualifications, 

we can assess you
•  Interview

About the course
This course will provide you with a solid 
foundation for further study. Your supportive 
tutors offer a visit to a local motor museum and 
help in finding work experience placements as 
part of the programme.
Topics studied can include:
•  engineering
•  vehicle inspection
•  body repair
•  paint refinishing
•  steering and suspension
•  battery and lighting
•  motorcycle maintenance

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 50% classroom study and 50% 
practical work. 
You will attend practical sessions in our fully-
equipped motor vehicle workshops and theory 
lessons in the classroom. You’ll be assessed 
within the workshops and oral/written testing.

Careers and further study
On successful completion of this course you may 
progress to a variety of vocationally relevant 
qualifications with us, including Level 2 in either 
body repair or refinish. With the appropriate 
experience and qualifications, various roles are 
open to you within the motor vehicle industry. 
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Castleford Campus
1 year
City & Guilds

Level 3 Diploma in 
Accident Repair Body 
Principles

Castleford Campus
1 year
City & Guilds

Level 3 Diploma in 
Accident Repair Paint 
Principles

Castleford Campus
1 year
City & Guilds

Level 3 Diploma in Heavy 
Vehicle Maintenance & 
Repair

Castleford Campus
1 year
City & Guilds

Level 3 Diploma in Light 
Vehicle Maintenance & 
Repair

Castleford Campus
1 year
City & Guilds

Level 3 Diploma in 
Motorcycle Maintenance 
& Repair

Entry requirements
•  Level 2 Motorcycle qualification or equivalent  
 or substantial previous experience and Level 2  
 in English and Maths

About the course
This course is designed for learners wishing 
to study the identification and rectification 
of complex motorcycle faults. Included in the 
programme are lessons to further develop 
Functional Skills and participate in an industry-
based work placement.
Topics studied can include:
•  engine systems
•  chassis systems
•  transmission and driveline
•  electrical systems
•  health & safety
•  materials

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 45% classroom study, 45% practical 
work, and 10% work placement. 
Assessment is a mixture of practical tasks, 
formal examinations and production of 
evidence-based portfolio.

Careers and further study
Employment permitting, you could progress 
to NVQ Level 3 or an advanced apprenticeship. 
The main job role for students who successfully 
complete this course is motorcycle diagnostic 
technician.

Entry requirements
•  a relevant Level 2 qualification such as City &  
 Guilds 4290 and Level 2 in English and Maths

About the course
If you’re interested in a career in the motor 
industry, this course could help you to gain 
employment in the trade or to progress. 
Topics studied can include:
•  vehicle engines
•  chassis systems
•  auxiliary/electrical systems
•  transmission systems 
•  mandatory vehicle inspections
•  vehicle manufacture inspections 

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is evenly split between classroom 
study and practical work. You will sit five multi-
choice examinations and undertake practical 
assessments in related workshop activities, 
including completing a portfolio. 

Careers and further study
Many opportunities exist for technicians within 
the industry. You could join a small local firm, 
a major national chain or end up owning your 
own business. You could work on buses or farm 
vehicles, work on new models for a manufacturer, 
go into the armed forces or even join a motor 
racing team as a mechanic/race technician. Some 
students progress to become MOT testers and 
vehicle diagnostic technicians. You may wish to 
progress into management or into one of the 
many other areas of the motor industry.  
If you obtain employment within the industry 
you could progress to the City & Guilds 4270 
work-based qualifications. Other possibilities 
include City & Guilds Level 4 automotive 
qualifications or Institute of Leadership and 
Management Level 3 supervisor or Level 4 
management qualifications.

Entry requirements
•   Level 2 Motor Vehicle Maintenance & Repair 

or equivalent and Level 2 in English and Maths

About the course
This is a full-time course and focuses on 
diagnosing and rectifying complex faults in 
heavy vehicles.
Topics studied can include:
•  engines
•  chassis
•  transmissions
•  vehicle inspection
•  fabrication

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is evenly split between classroom 
study and practical work. 
The practical element is assessed throughout 
the year and you will also sit formal City & 
Guilds examinations for each unit.

Careers and further study
Employment permitting, you could progress 
to work-based courses at Level 3 or an 
apprenticeship. 

Entry requirements
•   a relevant Level 2 course and Level 2 in English 

and Maths 

About the course
This course is ideal if you wish to learn advanced 
paint refinishing techniques such as carrying 
out complete vehicle refinishing operations, 
mixing and matching vehicle paint colours and 
identifying and rectifying vehicle paint defects 
and faults.
Topics studied can include:
•  working with plastics
•  preparation techniques 
•  paint defects
•  applying topcoats
•  colour matching

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is evenly split between classroom 
study and practical work. Assessment is a 
mixture of practical tasks, formal examinations 
and production of an evidenced based portfolio.

Careers and further study 
You could look for an advanced apprenticeship, 
aiming at a career in paint refinishing.

Entry requirements
•  Level 2 in Body Repair or equivalent   
 qualification and Level 2 in English and Maths

About the course
This full-time programme will enable you to 
study advanced techniques in vehicle body repair, 
such as removing, replacing and repairing 
vehicle body panels and rectifying vehicle 
misalignment.

How you will learn and be assessed
You will learn through a blend of classroom 
theory and workshop practical lessons. 
Assessment is a mixture of practical tasks, 
formal examinations and production of 
evidenced based portfolio.

Careers and further study
You could progress to NVQ Level 3, employment 
permitting. Alternatively you could look for an 
advanced apprenticeship, aiming at a career in 
vehicle body repair.
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Music
Our School of Popular Music has a rich mix of students and music
interests and a strong reputation for developing highly successful,
rounded musicians and industry professionals.

Career opportunities in the music industry extend well beyond
performance. If you don’t see yourself as a performer, you may
aspire to a career as a sound engineer, songwriter, producer,
promoter, teacher, manager, backline technician, sound designer,
or composer. Whatever your enthusiasm, it’ll be nurtured by
working interactively with your fellow students with the guidance
of tutors who are dedicated to enabling you to fulfil your potential.

Courses we offer:
Level 2 Extended Certificate in Music Practitioners (Performance)
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Music (Performance)
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Music Technology

• collaborative live music projects in and out of College

• trips and visits 

• guest lectures from local and regional industry professionals

• practical exploration of a range of industry-specific resources

 Thornes Park Campus

“ I like that The School of Popular Music is set in Thornes Park, it allows 
us a lot more space to practise without disturbing anyone, and it’s 
really nice to spend our free time in the park walking round or by the 
duck pond. The teachers are very knowledgeable and we recently had 
the chance to go to laser quest as a group.

  My time at Wakefield College has been very rewarding and I’ve 
learnt more about equipment, live music, and the businesses and 
organisations around Wakefield. As part of the course we had to 
organise a gig at The Hop in Wakefield ensuring the equipment was 
delivered and we made a profit on the night. This gave us all real-life 
experience rather than just watching a tutor organise it all for us.”

  Zoe Leeann Bunting 
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Music (Performance)

/popularmusicatwakefieldcollege @wakecollmusic

/wakecollmusic

/musicw

Connect 
with us

Former Level 3 Music 

Technology student Tom 

Beeston engineered for 

Embrace on their North 

America tour in June 2015.

/soundcloud.com/schoolofpopularmusic

Photo credit: John Howett
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Thornes Park Campus
1 year

Rockschool

Level 2 Extended 
Certificate in Music 
Practitioners 
(Performance)

Thornes Park Campus
2 years
Edexcel BTEC

Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Music (Performance)

Thornes Park Campus
2 years
Rockschool

Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Music Technology 

Entry requirements
•   5 GCSEs at grade A*-C including English 

Lanuage, plus Maths at grade D or equivalent 
OR
•   a Level 2 Diploma in Music or other Level 2 

qualification at Merit, plus Level 2 English
•  interview

About the course
The main focus of this course is to build relevant 
skills associated with the diverse aspects of 
the music industry as well as gain in-depth 
knowledge of music software/hardware and 
how to utilise it effectively in the creation and 
presentation of music. You don’t need to play 
a musical instrument, all you need is an active 
interest in the subject.
Topics studied can include:
•   operate studio equipment, record and mix a 

recording
•  compose in different musical styles 
•  produce music reviews and articles
•  successfully advertise and promote music
•  compose music for film/TV/computer games 
•  create and design sound effects 

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 75% practical work and 25% 
classroom study. 
You will learn by getting hands on experience 
of music technology software and hardware. 
Through practical projects that reflect realistic 
activities found within the music industry.

Careers and further study 
You could progress to our HND Diploma in Music 
Performance or study other degree courses.  
Potential career paths after you complete the 
qualification include recording engineer, record 
producer, live sound engineer, stage manager, 
music producer, film/TV composer, sound 
designer, backline technician or music teacher.

Entry requirements
•   5 GCSEs at grade A* - C including English Language 

and Maths at grade D or equivalent 
OR 
 •  Level 2 Diploma in Music or other level 2  
 qualification at merit grade, and Level 2   
 English
•  you will be required to attend interview   
 and audition

About the course
This is an exciting and innovative programme 
combining current industry techniques with 
academic study.  
Topics studied can include:
•  history of popular music
•  how the business is structured
•  how to use music technology 
•  performance
You will also develop your musicianship and 
skills through group performances and actively 
contribute to projects utilising skills and 
techniques gained throughout the course. 

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 70% practical work and 30% 
classroom study. You will learn by experimenting 
as an individual but also by collaborating on a 
variety of projects with music and performing 
arts students. You’ll be assessed through 
performances, practical and theoretical project 
based work.

Careers and further study
You could progress to our HND Diploma in Music 
Performance or study other degree courses.  
Potential career paths after you complete the 
qualification include performer, session musician, 
producer, studio technician, composer, promoter, 
teacher, or community arts worker.

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs at Grade A* - D including English Language  

and Maths at grade and a reasonable degree of  
musical ability on your chosen instrument and you 
will have an interview and take part in an audition

About the course
If you’ve got a passion for music and want to 
broaden your skills and career opportunities 
through practical learning this course is right for 
you. You will develop your music performance 
skills, gain knowledge of how the current music 
industry works, work as an active member of a 
band and take part in performances.
Topics studied can include:
• communicate as a member of a band and  
 develop music material
• how to compose your own music
•  how to operate studio equipment, record and 

mix a recording
•  how to record live music and perform to a live 

recording
You’ll also learn how to use Cubase and Protools.

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 75% practical work and 25% 
classroom study. You will develop skills by 
completing a variety of theoretical and practical 
tasks that are assessed in many different 
ways. You’ll be assessed through practical and 
theoretical projects that reflect realistic activities 
found within the music industry.

Careers and further study
After your course you could progress onto 
courses such as our Level 3 qualifications in Music 
Performance or Music Technology. Potential 
career paths after you complete the qualification 
include performer, producer, studio technician, 
composer, promoter, or teacher.

Photo credit: John Howett
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Performing
Arts

The performing arts industries are among the toughest but most
rewarding arenas you can work in. 

There are a vast array of various jobs for a satisfying and fulfilling
career, from being a performer, director, or choreographer to
inspiring others through teaching and workshop leadership. What
makes our courses special is that you’ll get to take part in industry
standard performances whilst contributing creatively to the
processes helping you to develop the diverse skills you’ll need for
a lifelong and exciting career.

Courses we offer:
Level 1 Diploma in Performing Arts
Level 2 First Extended Certificate in Performing Arts (Performance)
Level 2 First Extended Certificate in Production Arts
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Performing Arts (Acting)
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Performing Arts (Dance)
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Performing Arts (Musical Theatre)

“ The opportunities I’ve experienced at Wakefield College have been 
absolutely fantastic. As well as the workshops, the course gives 
you real-life experiences, including going down to London. Since 
starting the course I’ve taken part in more auditions and shows and 
even had a three-month summer placement at Disneyland Paris!

  In September, I’m going to Bird College at The University of 
Greenwich and hope to be a performer in the West End.”

  Mirlind Bega 
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Performing Arts (Musical Theatre)

• numerous trips to London’s West End and shows right here in the region

• industry workshops with professionals. Previous workshops include
 Frantic Assembly, Professional dancer and choreographer James Wilton
 and Actor Norman Bowman

• Mechanics’ Theatre – brand new facilities in the heart of Wakefield

• great links with Theatre Royal Wakefield

 Waterton Building

/performingartsatwakefieldcollege @wakeycollege /WakefieldCollege/performingartsw
Connect 

with us

Former students include 

BBC Look North Broadcast 

journalist and TV presenter 

Amy Garcia, former 

Hollyoaks Actress Claire 

Cooper and TV presenter 

Jayne Sharp.
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Waterton Building
Up to 1 year
Edexcel BTEC

Level 1 Diploma in 
Performing Arts

Waterton Building
1 year

Edexcel BTEC

Level 2 First Extended 
Certificate in Performing 
Arts (Performance)

Waterton Building
1 year
Edexcel/BTEC

Level 2 First Extended 
Certificate in  
Production Arts

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs at grade A* - D including English 

Language, plus Maths at grade E
PLUS
•   a successful interview where you will be invited 

to show relevant examples of your work

About the course
The course will broaden your understanding of 
technical production skills and is a springboard 
into the various career paths that are 
available within this industry. You will support 
productions, get involved in a range of live 
projects, and visit performance venues
Topics studied can include:
•  lighting
•  sound
•  music recording
•  professional development
•  crewing
•  performing arts production process

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 70% practical and 30%  
classroom study. 
You will develop through completing 
assignments and projects. You will have 
the opportunity to demonstrate your work 
before public audiences. You will be assessed 
continually through practical project work, 
completion of tasks in a realistic working 
environment, coursework, written assignments 
and through giving presentations.

Careers and further study
You could find work within a wide range of 
industry roles such as technician, lighting 
and sound operator/designer, stage manager, 
community arts worker, or teacher.
Alternatively you could go on to study our Level 
3 in Performing Arts or Music courses. 

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs at grade A* - D including English 

Language, plus grade E in Maths or equivalent
PLUS 
•   a successful interview and a group workshop 

audition
•   commitment and enthusiasm for the 

performing arts are essential

About the course
This course is designed to give you a real flavour 
of how work in the performing arts evolves from 
the initial idea to the final performance! It is a 
springboard to following a career in acting, dance 
or musical theatre. You will also see a wide range 
of professional performances.

What you will study
You’ll develop performance skills in singing, 
dancing and acting. You’ll explore different 
performance mediums, including musical 
theatre and devised work. You’ll also develop 
your knowledge of how the performing arts 
industry works.

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 70% practical and 30% classroom 
study. You’ll complete assignments and projects 
that are based on realistic industry activities 
and demands. You’ll be assessed through 
performances, practical and theoretical based 
project work.

Careers and further study
After completing this course you can go on to study 
one of our Level 3 qualifications in acting, dance or 
musical theatre. Typically, after completing a Level 
3 programme, you would progress to a course at 
higher education level in your chosen specialism.  
You may be able to find work within a wide range 
of performing arts roles such as actor, dancer, 
choreographer, performer, playwright, director, 
community arts worker, or teacher.

Entry requirements
•  GCSEs at grades D - G including English Language
OR
•   Entry Certificate in Skills for Working Life, Life 

Skills, Foundation Learning or other Entry Level 
qualifications

OR
•  Entry 3 numeracy qualification. If you do not have 

this, we can assess your level of numeracy
•  related interests and experiences
•  commitment and enthusiasm

About the course
This course allows you to develop your skills 
and create work to fulfil your personal goals. 
Throughout the year there will be various visits to 
theatres and other places of interest. 
Topics studied can include: 
•  exploring acting skills
•  exploring dance skills
•  exploring music performance skills
•  preparing and presenting performing arts work
•   professional development in the performing arts 

industry
•  working in the performing arts industry

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 80% classroom based and 20% 
practical work. You will have the opportunity to 
work in our specialist studios and theatres. You’ll 
be assessed through performances, practical and 
theoretical based project work in performing arts.

Careers and further study
You would normally progress onto a higher level 
course which would enable you to find work in a 
wide range of areas related to the performing arts.
On successful completion of the course you will 
be able to move on to the Level 2 First Extended 
Certificate in Performing Arts. 
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Waterton Building
2 years
Edexcel BTEC

Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Performing Arts (Acting)

Waterton Building
2 years
Edexcel BTEC

Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Performing Arts (Dance)

Waterton Building
2 years
Edexcel BTEC

Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Performing Arts 
(Musical Theatre)

Entry requirements
•   5 GCSEs at grade A*-C including English 

Language, plus Maths at grade D or equivalent 
OR

•  Level 2 Diploma at Merit plus Level 2 English
•  interview and group audition
•   if you do not have the relevant levels of 

English and Maths qualifications, we can 
assess you

About the course
This is a unique course that combines a mixture 
of practical, vocational and academic study in 
the three art forms of dance, drama and singing.  
There will be a wide range of opportunities 
for you to show your work in a diverse array 
of live performances and chances to attend 
professional performances in both regional and 
national venues. 

What you will study
You will develop skills in singing, dancing and 
acting and learn to combine them to produce 
dynamic and expressive performance. You 
will develop the ability to work as part of an 
ensemble, exchanging ideas and developing 
work for performance. 

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 70% practical and 30% classroom 
study. You’ll be assessed through performances, 
practical and theoretical project-based work.

Careers and further study
You can progress to our HND Musical Theatre 
course. You may find work within a wide range of 
performing arts roles such as a musical theatre 
performer, actor, dancer, performer, playwright, 
director, community arts worker, or teacher.

Entry requirements
•   5 GCSEs at grade A*-C including English 

Language, plus Maths at grade D or equivalent 
OR

•  Level 2 Diploma at Merit plus Level 2 English
•  interview and group audition
•   if you do not have the relevant levels of 

English and Maths qualifications, we can 
assess you

About the course
You will have the opportunity to see a wide 
range of performances in local and regional 
venues as well as work with professionals from 
the industry.  You’ll take part in a residential visit 
where you will have the opportunity to broaden 
your experience and understanding.
Topics studied can include:
•   choreographing principles 
•   developing contemporary dance technique
•   applying classical ballet technique 
•   jazz dance 
•   tap dance
•   the historical context of performance 

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 70% practical and 30% classroom 
study. The assignments and projects you 
complete are based on the kind of challenges 
you will face once you are employed in the 
dance industry. You’ll be assessed through 
performances, practical, reflective and theoretical 
project based assignments.

Careers and further study
You may find work within a wide range 
of performing arts roles such as dancer, 
choreographer, community arts worker, or 
teacher. You could continue to our HND Diploma 
in Performing Arts (Dance) followed by our BA 
(Hons) Performance Industries (Top up) course.

 Entry requirements
•   5 GCSEs at grade A*-C including English 

Language, plus Maths at grade D or equivalent 
OR

•  Level 2 Diploma at Merit plus Level 2 English
•  interview and group audition
•   if you do not have the relevant level of 

qualifications in English and Maths, we can 
assess you

About the course
You will have the opportunity to see a wide range of 
performances in local and regional venues. There is 
also a residential visit to London where you will visit 
a West End production, watch street theatre, and 
experience backstage tours at famous landmarks.
Topics studied can include:
•   techniques in acting, vocal and movement 

skills various performance styles
•  developing work for performance 
•  major productions
•  performance tour 

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 70% practical work and 30% 
classroom study. You will develop through 
completing assignments and projects that 
are based on realistic industrial activities and 
demands within the specialism of acting. You’ll 
be assessed through performances, practical and 
theoretical project based work.

Careers and further study
You could progress to our HND Diploma courses 
in musical theatre or theatre followed by our BA 
(Hons) Performance Industries (top up) course 
or vocational courses at drama schools. You may 
find work within a wide range of performing 
arts roles such as actor, performer, playwright, 
director, community arts worker, or teacher.
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Public 
Services

The uniformed public services offer an exciting and hugely varied 
choice of career opportunities. Whether you’re working for an
emergency service such as the police, fire service, or paramedics, or
for one of the armed services, you’ll be on the front line and every
day will be a new challenge.

Gaining entry to employment in the uniformed public services
isn’t easy, but studying a public services course with us can help.
We’ll assist you to gain the skills, knowledge and experience
you’ll need through a wide variety of residentials, visits, day trips,
events and expeditions, as well as more conventional classes and
practical  activities.

Courses we offer:
Level 1 Diploma in Public Services
Level 2 Diploma for Entry to the Uniformed Public Services
Level 2 Diploma in Public Services
Level 3 Diploma/Extended Diploma in Uniformed Public Services

“ I joined the Public Services course because I knew I’d learn life skills, 
build my confidence, and have a wide range of career opportunities 
to choose from. The course has been great! We’ve had plenty of trips 
and presentations and talks with the police and fire service. The best 
experience I’ve had was the trip to Wales where we went camping and 
went sea kayaking and hiking.

  The course has prepared me to move on with further education into a 
specific part of working in the service. I hope to study at Leeds Trinity 
University and take my career from there.”

  Ryan Cooper 
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Uniformed Public Services

•  National Citizenship Service – on completion of this volunteer community
 project you’ll receive a certificate signed by the Prime Minister

• visits to operational police premises to see how policing takes place

• The Rifles Regiment is officially affiliated by us.  Students can wear the
 Regiment’s cap badge as part of the physical training uniform

• lectures and presentations from staff and activity days run by our partners in
 the uniformed public services

• visits to and from public services centres and organisations

 Opportunities for overseas residentials

 Wakefield City Campus / Lightwaves

/publicservicesatwakefieldcollege @wakeycollege /WakefieldCollegepublicservicesw
Connect 

with us

Progression Opportunity!

You can progress onto our  

FdA Public Service 

Management course to 

further your knowledge!

* You should be of good 
general health to study a 
public services course. If 

you suffer from any medical 
conditions which you think 

may prevent you from 
participating in physical 
activities as part of your 
course, please speak to a 

member of the team.
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Wakefield City Campus and Lightwaves*
1 year
Edexcel BTEC

Level 1 Diploma in  
Public Services

Wakefield City Campus and Lightwaves*
1 year
Edexcel BTEC

Level 2 Diploma in Public 
Services

Wakefield City Campus and Lightwaves*
2 years
Edexcel BTEC

Level 3 Diploma/Extended 
Diploma in Uniformed 
Public Services

Images

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs at grade D-G 
OR 
•   successful completion of a recognised Entry 

Level course or other relevant qualifications or 
experience may be considered

AND
•  Entry 3 literacy and numeracy qualifications
•   if you do not have the relevant level of literacy 

and numeracy qualification, we can assess you
*You should be of good general health
About the course
This course provides you with a firm base and 
understanding of the work of the public services 
and provides development in the skills, knowledge 
and expertise needed to progress in this field. 
Topics studied can include:
•  outdoor activities
•  map reading and navigation
•  wellbeing and physical fitness
•  employment opportunities for public services
How you will learn and be assessed
This course is an exciting mix of classroom 
based sessions as well as practical activities 
both onsite and through regular visits to other 
facilities, including visits to and from public service 
organisations. You’ll be assessed through the 
production of a portfolio of work that combines 
written and/or practical assignments. You may 
also be required to undertake presentations as 
part of your assessments that will build your 
confidence and communication skills that are vital 
for a career in all uniformed public services.
Careers and further study
This course is the first step for those who are 
interested in developing skills relevant for a career 
within the industry. On successful completion of 
this course you can progress to our Level 2 First 
Extended Certificate in Public Services.

Entry requirements
Diploma:
•   4 GCSEs at A*-C including English Language or 

Level 2 equivalent, together with a good  
school report

OR 
•   Level 2 Diploma in Public Services at Merit grade
•  interview
Extended Diploma:
•   5 GCSEs grade A*-C including English Language 

or Level 2 equivalent, together with a good 
school report

OR
•   Level 2 Diploma in Public Services at  

Distinction grade 
•  interview
PLUS 
•   GCSE grade A*-C in Maths or a Level 2 Maths 

equivalent qualification. If you don’t have this 
we can assess your ability in numeracy for 
consideration on an individual basis.

*You should be of good general health

About the course
This course will help you develop qualities and skills 
necessary for working in this challenging sector 
Topics studied can include; management of major 
incidents, health and fitness, law and the legal 
system, and outdoor activities and expeditions

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is mainly classroom based but there 
are also practical and activity sessions including 
off-site expeditions and residential visits. You’ll be 
assessed through projects, presentations, physical 
demonstrations and written assignments. 
Careers and further study 
You can also progress to our FdA Public Service 
Management. You can also find work in the Armed 
Forces, Police, Fire Service, Coastguard, Prison 
Service, or Customs.

Entry requirements
•   3 GCSEs at grade A*-D and Maths or English 

Language at grade C
OR
•   Level 1 Diploma in Public Services or another 

associated Level 1 programme
•   a Level 1 or equivalent qualification in  

Maths or English
•  interview
*You should be of good general health

About the course
If you’re a team player who likes challenges and 
wants to work in the public services sector, this 
course is for you!
Topics studied can include: 
• citizenship, society and the public services
• land navigation by map and compass 
• multi-day expedition experience
• crime and its effect on society and individuals 
• sport and recreation 

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is mainly classroom based but there 
are also practical and activity sessions including 
off-site activity days and residential visits e.g. 
Army visits and expedition residentials including 
hiking and camping.  The programme consists 
of a combination of lectures, oral presentations, 
tutorials, individual research and group work.  
There are continuous assessments throughout 
the course which include projects, presentations, 
physical demonstrations and written assignments.

Careers and further study
This course is just the first step on your way to 
a careers such as the Police, Fire Service, Prison 
Service, Paramedics, and Armed Services. You 
can progress to our Level 3 Diploma/Extended 
Diploma in Uniformed Public Services. 

Wakefield City Campus 
1 year
NCFE

Level 2 Diploma for Entry 
to the Uniformed Public 
Services

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs at grade A*-D including English 

Language
•   Level 1 equivalent qualification in Maths where 

GCSE grade D or above has not been achieved
•   Level 1 Diploma in Public Services or another 

associated Level 1 programme
*You should be of good general health

About the course
If you’re a team player who likes challenges, this 
course will develop your knowledge and skills to 
allow you to develop a successful career working 
in the public services. 
Topics studied can include: 
• physical fitness
• undertaking adventurous activities
• participating in competitive sports

How you will learn and be assessed 
This course is mainly classroom based but there 
are also practical and activity sessions including 
off-site expeditions and residential visits. You’ll 
be continually assessed throughout the course 
including assignments, practical work, workbooks, 
presentations, and oral and practical assessments.

Careers and further study
Most of the uniformed Public Services have 
minimum age requirements, so you will need 
further experience and training before you can 
apply. After completing this course, you may wish 
to progress onto our Level 3 Diploma/Extended 
Diploma in Uniformed Public Services. This course 
could be your first step towards working in a 
job with the Police, Fire Service, Prison Service, 
Paramedics, or Armed Services. 

* Lightwaves Sport & Public Services Centre * Lightwaves Sport & Public Services Centre* Lightwaves Sport & Public Services Centre
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Science
Increasingly more employers are looking for well-qualified people
to work within the fields of science, technology, engineering and
maths (STEM). The Radcliffe Building at Wakefield City
Campus includes a floor of science laboratories which gives you
fantastic facilities to study in.

The applied sciences offer a route to a wide variety of careers,
including forensic scientist, biomedical scientist, medical physics
technician, nursing, and science technician. Whatever your
ambitions, our applied science qualifications will help to sharpen
your skills for employment or further study.

Courses we offer:
Level 2 First Extended Certificate in Applied Science
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Applied Science

/scienceatwakefieldcollege @wakeycollege /WakefieldCollege/sciencew
Connect 

with us

• state-of-the-art science labs 

• see science in action on a trip to Cadbury’s World

• trips and visits to Flamingo Land and The Big Bang Fair

• opportunity to enter science competitions

 Wakefield City Campus

“ Wakefield College has fantastic tutors and student experience. The 
tutors I’ve met have been wonderful and genuinely care about 
their roles in the College which transfers over to the students. My 
biggest accomplishment is gaining a qualification in my subject, 
and my personal development as part of the Students’ Union and 
social clubs. I’ve really enjoyed working for the students to improve 
their experience in the College and I’m going to carry on my further 
education here.”

  William Attaway
 Level 3 Extended Diploma Applied Science (Medical)

There have been several 

visits to science faculties of 

local universities in 2014/15, 

including Leeds Beckett 

University, Bradford, Leeds, 

and Huddersfield, where our 

students have participated in 

workshops and seminars.
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Wakefield City Campus
1 year
Edexcel BTEC

Level 2 First Extended 
Certificate in  
Applied Science

Wakefield City Campus
2 years
Edexcel BTEC

Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Applied Science

Images

Entry requirements
•   5 GCSEs grade A* - C including Maths, English 

Language and core and additional science
OR 
•   relevant Level 2 qualifications in science will  

be considered
•   you may gain entry to the course with Level 2 

qualifications in English and Maths other  
than GCSEs

About the course
This course helps you to build the skills and 
techniques necessary for a successful career in 
science or higher education.  
Topics studied can include:
•  physiology of human body systems
•  medical physics techniques
•  energy changes, sources, and applications
•  genetics and genetic engineering
•  chemical laboratory techniques

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is laboratory based with integrated 
practical work. You will learn through a range of 
activities including workplace visits, lectures, group 
work and discussion. The course will be mostly 
internally assessed through assignments, with some 
exams. Example tasks include the write up of a 
practical investigation and analysis of results, short 
answer questions, research questions and individual 
or group presentation.

Careers and further study
After this course it’s possible to progress to study 
a degree in subjects such as forensic science, 
biomedical science, applied biology, microbiology 
and combined science. Areas of employment include 
technical roles, quality control, medical laboratory 
analysis, materials testing, biomedical science, 
forensic science analysis, medical photographer, 
anatomical pathology technician, medical physics 
technician, and soil analysis.

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs at grade A*-D including English 

Language, Maths and a Science subject

About the course
More employers are looking for well-qualified 
people to work within the fields of science, 
technology, engineering and maths. Whatever your 
ambitions, this qualification will help to sharpen 
your skills for employment or further study.
Topics studied can include:
•  chemistry and our Earth
•  energy and our Universe
•  biology and our environment
•  application of chemical substances
•  application of physical science

How you will learn and be assessed
You will learn through practical work in the 
laboratory, educational visits, and classroom 
activities. A wide variety of assessment methods 
will be used, including assessment of practical 
skills, presentations, laboratory reports, essay 
writing and model making as well as sitting the 
externally assessed exams which are 1 hour and 15 
minutes in length. 2 units are externally assessed 
by exam and 10 units are internally assessed by 
coursework.

Careers and further study
The applied sciences offer a route to a wide 
variety of careers, including forensic scientist, 
drug research, medical physics technician, science 
technician, and many more.   Success in this course 
will enable you to progress to our Level 3 Diploma 
in Applied Science. A wide variety of career 
opportunities are available, including forensic 
science, science technician, medical laboratory 
technician, nursing and midwifery, and medical 
research assistant.  
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Sport
Sport and exercise is always about taking part, it’s often about
winning and losing, but for many it’s about improving performance. 
Sport, exercise, fitness and health are vital parts of modern society,
and there’s a demand for people who understand these areas.

We provide the ideal environment to prepare you for a career in
the industry. We have a range of bespoke facilities newly
created to the highest standards, including a sports laboratory
fully equipped with the latest technologies, 
professional sports therapy suites, a strength and conditioning
gym of international quality, working fitness gyms, studio sports
pitches, and a massage suite.

• state-of-the-art facilities with the latest technology and equipment

• Academy of Sporting Excellence for talented sports performers

• expertise of staff who are specialists in their areas with industry experience

• regional and national competitions are held at our facilities

 Opportunities for overseas residentials

 Wakefield City Campus / Lightwaves Sport & Public Services Centre

Courses we offer:
Level 1 Diploma in Sport and Active Leisure
Level 2 Diploma in Sport
Level 3 Diploma/Extended Diploma in Sport 
(Development, Coaching and Fitness)
Level 3 Diploma/Extended Diploma in Sport 
(Performance and Excellence)
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Sport & Exercise Sciences

" I chose to study Sport & Exercise 
Science at Wakefield College 
because the opportunities during 
and after finishing the course 
were unmissable, particularly the 
residential in the Ardèche, future 
career choices and the chance 
to experience a true college 
environment.  At Wakefield all my 
tutors treat me as a young adult 
and allow me to be independent 
in taking control of my own 
learning where possible. After 
my course I want to take a BSc in 
Physiotherapy then begin a career 
in the NHS as a Physiotherapist, 
and this course and Wakefield 
College have put me on the right 
path to achieve my ambitions."

  Jack Ralph 
Level 3 Diploma in Sport and  
Exercise Sciences

/sportatwakefieldcollege Wakey_CollegeADP /WakefieldCollege/sportw
Connect 

with us

After becoming Yorkshire College’s Golf Champion earlier in 
the year, student Josh Morton finished 7th nationally in 2014’s 
National Championships in Bath. Josh was the first Athlete 
Development Programme student to represent us at the BCS 
National Championship.
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Wakefield City Campus and Lightwaves*
1 year
Edexcel BTEC

Level 1 Diploma in Sport 
and Active Leisure

Wakefield City Campus and Lightwaves*
1 year
City & Guilds

Level 2 Diploma in Sport

Wakefield City Campus and Lightwaves*
2 years
Edexcel BTEC

Level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Sport & 
Exercise Sciences

Entry requirements
•   5GCSEs at grade A* - C, including Maths, 

English Language and at least one from PE, IT 
or a Science or equivalent

•   Alternatively, Level 2 Diploma in Sport at 
Distinction grade, plus Level 2 literacy and 
numeracy

About the course
The course not only serves as a route to full-time 
employment within sports related fields, it is also 
a proven progression route to higher education. 
This may be full degree programmes at 
universities or continuation here with us studying 
on one of our foundation degree programmes. 
Topics studied can include: 
•  sports & exercise physiology 
•  fitness testing 
•  sports injuries 
•  sports coaching 

How you will learn and be assessed
You’ll learn through a mix of theory and 
practice, relating to sport, exercise and physical 
education. The course has been structured, 
so that your particular interests and career 
aspirations within the sport and active leisure 
sector can be reflected in the choice of units. 
During the course students will have the 
opportunity to complete a variety of additional 
qualifications. Units are taught as interactively 
and practically as possible through a variety of 
course-work based methods. 

Careers and further study
It’s possible to progress to university to study 
subjects such as sports science, physical 
education, physiotherapy, sports coaching 
and sports therapy.  Previous students' career 
progressions have included careers in teaching, 
a sports performance analyst in New Zealand 
and the physiotherapists at Leeds United.

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs at grade A* - D including English 

Language
OR
•   a recognised Level 1 qualification at Merit level 

or better
•   other relevant qualifications may be considered
•   you will also need Level 1 numeracy.  If you do not 

hold the relevant numeracy qualification, we can 
assess your current level

About the course
This is a full, varied programme which gives you a 
real feel for the industry.
Topics studied can include:
•   plan, deliver and evaluate sport and leisure activities
•  participating in sport
•  health and safety
•  injuries in sport

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is mainly classroom based, but there 
are also practical sessions both on-site and 
through regular visits to other facilities. Many 
of the classroom sessions also have practical 
elements to them. You’ll learn through lectures 
and practical sports sessions. Most of your 
assessment is based on coursework, but some of 
the additional qualifications include portfolio work 
and a multi-choice exam.

Careers and further study
Completion of this course can lead to work as a 
leisure or coaching assistant. Alternatively you 
can go on to study Level 3 qualifications in Sport 
(Development, Coaching and Fitness, Performance 
and Excellence or Outdoor Adventure), or Level 3 
in Sport and Exercise Science all here at Wakefield 
College. There may also be opportunities to 
undertake fitness based courses at Level 2/3. 

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs grade D-G or successful completion of 

a recognised Entry Level course
•  Entry 3 literacy and numeracy qualifications 
•   other relevant qualifications or experience may 

be considered
•   if you do not have the relevant level of literacy 

and numeracy qualification, we can assess you

About the course
This course gives you a range of skills and 
knowledge required for progression within the 
sports industry, providing both practical and 
academic challenges which will prepare you for 
employment and further education opportunities.
Topics studied may include:
•  wellbeing and physical fitness
•  personal effectiveness
•  employment opportunities
•  practical sport
•  sports coaching 

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is an excellent mix of classroom 
based sessions as well as practical activities 
both on site and through regular visits to other 
facilities. You’ll learn through class work, team 
sports/activities and other practicals, visits and 
outdoor activities. You’ll be assessed through 
a portfolio of work and written or practical 
assignments.

Careers and further study
You could progress to our Level 2 qualifications 
in Sport or other related qualifications.

Entry requirements
Diploma
•   4 GCSEs at A* - C including English 

Language or Merit pass in Level 2 Sport
Extended Diploma 
•   5 GCSEs at A* - C including English Language 

and at least two other different subjects, or a 
Distinction pass in Level 2 Sport. You will also 
need Level 2 numeracy. If you do not have 
the relevant numeracy qualification, we can 
assess you

About the course
Whatever your aspirations in the field of 
sports development, coaching and fitness, 
this course will give you a good start on 
your chosen pathway.
Topics studied can include:
•  anatomy and physiology
•  practical team sports
•  sports massage and therapy
•  sports injuries
•  principles of coaching

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 60% theory and 40% practical 
However many of the classroom sessions 
also have practical elements to them. 
You’ll learn through written assessments, 
presentations and practicals. Assessment is 
continual through assignment work. 

Careers and further study
Employment in the industry is possible 
including coaching, teaching or training 
professional sport and performance, health 
promotion, community development 
officer and sports development officer. You 
could also go on to study our FdSc Applied 
Sports Performance or Health Related 
Exercise and Fitness.

Wakefield City Campus and Lightwaves*
2 years
Edexcel BTEC

Level 3 Diploma/Extended 
Diploma in Sport 
(Development,  
Coaching and Fitness)

Entry requirements
Diploma 
•   4 GCSEs at A* - C including English Language 

or Merit pass in Level 2 Sport
Extended Diploma 
•   5 GCSEs at A* - C including English Language 

and at least two other different subjects, or a 
Distinction pass in Level 2 Sport

•   you will also need Level 2 numeracy. If you do 
not have the relevant numeracy qualification, 
we can assess your current level

•   gained a place on our Athlete Development 
Programme, this is done through a sporting 
assessment

About the course
This course develops your awareness of all the 
factors that go into sport and helps you work 
towards sporting excellence. 
Topics studied can include:
•  strength and conditioning 
•  nutrition 
•  technical and tactical skills 
•  sports coaching
How you will learn and be assessed
Lectures are classroom based and can include 
video editing, practical coaching, and planning 
and fitness tests. Assessment is completely 
through coursework which can take the form 
of coaching sessions, video analysis reports, 
posters, presentations and observed practicals. 

Careers and further study
After completing this course you can go on 
to study sports coaching, sport studies, sports 
therapy and strength and conditioning.
You could also progress into a career as a 
professional or semi-professional sports 
performer. Alternatively, work in training and 
fitness, coaching, or PE teaching. 

Wakefield City Campus and Lightwaves*
2 years
Edexcel BTEC

Level 3 Diploma/
Extended Diploma in 
Sport (Performance and 
Excellence)

* Lightwaves Sport & Public Services Centre * Lightwaves Sport & Public Services Centre * Lightwaves Sport & Public Services Centre * Lightwaves Sport & Public Services Centre * Lightwaves Sport & Public Services Centre
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Our Academy of Sporting 
Excellence is made up of three 
specialist programmes: 

the Athlete Development 
Programme, the Rugby 
Development Programme 
and the Football Development 
Programme.

Studying on one of these 
programmes means you can 
develop your sporting abilities while 
progressing in your studies. 

Our specialist coaches will 
work with you on an individual 
programme designed specifically to 
improve your sports performance. 

Your programme will include all 
aspects of preparing to be an athlete 
from physical fitness to managing a 
demanding lifestyle. 
Our athletes will make use of the 
College’s facilities which include 
fitness testing labs, strength and 
conditioning gym and sports 
injury clinics. Our coaches are 
all highly qualified and have 
been involved in professional 
and international level sport, 
giving the best support possible 
to anyone looking to maximise 
their potential. The Academy 
is the optimum way to achieve 
excellence in sport and education.

“ Set your 
goals high, 
and don’t 
stop till 
you get 
there.” 
Bo Jackson

RUgby
development
programmei
wakefieldcollege
in association with Wakefield Wildcats

Academy of
Sporting
Excellencei

RUgby
development
programmei
wakefieldcollege
in association with Wakefield Wildcats

Football
development
programmei
wakefieldcollege

Athlete
development
programmei
wakefieldcollege

Do you have a recognised ability in Football, Rugby, Athletics, Martial Arts, Golf or other sport?  
Do you have the potential to progress to regional, national or elite levels? 

Rugby League  
Development Programme (RLDP)
If you have ability, good attitude and dedication, the RLDP is a 
great opportunity to develop your skills and perhaps progress 
into professional Rugby League. 

Your week will be balanced between your coursework and 
classes, RLDP coaching sessions, and weekly fixtures on 
Wednesdays against other RLDP college teams in the Elite 
National Division of the Student Rugby League. 

As an athlete in the Academy you will also participate in 
strength, conditioning, recovery, lifestyle and preparatory 
sessions from experienced specialists. 

Entry requirements 
The RLDP is open to male players aged 16 - 19. 

Selection is through trials during the spring and summer period. 

You must meet the entry criteria for your full-time course and 
your place will depend on your continued progress on your 
main course of study. 

The RLDP holds the prestigious category 
3 accreditation through the Rugby 
Football League and has teamed up with 
Wakefield Trinity Wildcats to help grow 
and develop the players of the future.
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Football Development
Programme (FDP)
Do you have the passion to play football at 
the highest level? 
If so, the FDP could give you the opportunity 
to develop as a player while studying on a 
sports course at Wakefield College. 
There is professional coaching during 
the day and students will play in fixtures 
in Category 2 of the English Colleges’ 
Football Association League on Wednesday 
afternoons, one of the highest standards of 
student football in England. 
As an athlete in the Academy you will 
also participate in strength, conditioning, 
recovery, lifestyle and preparatory sessions 
within the programme. 

Entry requirements 
The FDP is open to male players aged 16 - 19. 
Selection is through trials during the spring 
and summer period, players should be 
currently playing to a high standard relative 
to their age.
You must meet the entry criteria for your 
full-time course and your place will depend  
on your continued progress on your main  
course of study. 

Individual Athlete 
Development Programme 
Are you a competitive athlete in an 
individual sport, such as athletics, 
weightlifting, swimming, martial arts, or 
any other sport? 
Do you have the potential to compete 
nationally or internationally and need 
support to get there? 
The Individual Athlete Development 
Programme has been created to help 
support young people move from school 
sport to high level competition in senior 
competition. Athletes will need to provide 
evidence of their competitiveness from 
competitions as well as a supporting 
reference from their sports coach. 
Athletes on the individual programme will 
receive sport science and strength and 
conditioning support to complement the 
coaching they will receive outside College. 
Athletes will also be educated in every 
aspect of athletic lifestyle to maximise their 
potential for success. 

Football
development
programmei
wakefieldcollege

Athlete
development
programmei
wakefieldcollege

Academy of
Sporting
Excellencei

Football Development 
Programme  Student Luke 
Blackburn gained his first 
England Cap when he was 
called up for the English 
Colleges’ Football Association 
(ECFA) team. Luke spent 
a week in Perugia, Italy as 
part of an international 
competition that involved 
a whole host of countries 
including Italy, Romania, 
Panama, Turkey and Bulgaria.
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Travel & 
Tourism

This is the final call for dynamic individuals with ability,
energy and ideas! If this is you, our travel, tourism and air
cabin crew courses will give you the qualifications you need
to succeed in this exciting industry.

Based at Wakefield City Campus, you’ll be taught by tutors
with experience of working in the travel industry. You’ll
have the opportunity to undertake local, national and
international visits, residential visits and work placements. 

• opportunities with the sports department to go on sports residential
 visits as part of the tourism and special interest unit

• fully equipped aircraft cabin simulation for air cabin crew students

 Opportunities for overseas residentials

 Wakefield City Campus / Work placement

Courses we offer:
Level 1 Certificate in an Introduction to Travel, Tourism and Aviation
Level 2 Diploma in Air Cabin Crew
Level 2 Diploma in Travel and Tourism
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Travel and Tourism

“ I want to work as a tour guide in 
Spain and explore the country and 
its culture. The travel and tourism 
course holds some good career 
opportunities and is a really good 
chance to learn about different places 
and meet new people from around 
the world.”

  Rebecca Sawyer
  Level 3 Extended Diploma in  
Travel & Tourism

/travelandtourismatwakefieldcollege @wakeycollege /WakefieldCollege/travel.tourismw
Connect 

with us

We have links with companies such as Thomas Cook, Leeds Bradford 
Airport and Wakefield Tourist Department providing opportunities for 
students to learn from real-life experience.
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Wakefield City Campus
1 year
City & Guilds

Level 1 Certificate in an 
Introduction to Travel, 
Tourism and Aviation

Wakefield City Campus
1 year

City & Guilds

Level 2 Diploma in Air 
Cabin Crew

Wakefield City Campus
1 year

City & Guilds

Level 2 Diploma in Travel 
and Tourism

Wakefield City Campus
2 years
City & Guilds

Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Travel and Tourism

Entry requirements
•   5 GCSEs at grade A* - C including English 

Language and Maths
OR 
•   relevant Level 2 qualification with Merit grade, 

plus Level 2 literacy and numeracy

About the course
Studying this course will help you gain the 
knowledge and qualifications you need to start 
work in this exciting industry. A range of visits 
and residential are also planned throughout the 
academic year.
Topics studied can include:
•  worldwide travel and tourism destinations
•   overseas resort representatives and operations
•  customer service
•  promotion and marketing
•  conferences and events

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 80% classroom study and 20% 
practical work.  You’ll learn through a varied 
programme of lectures, seminars, workshops, 
presentations and independent research. You’ll 
be assessed through assignments and online 
tests.  You will undertake market research, case 
studies and investigations, presenting your 
findings in a variety of formats such as reports, 
brochures and presentations that you might 
find in working situations within the industry.  

Careers and further study
You could progress onto a university course to 
further your knowledge. Career opportunities 
open to you include  Air Cabin Crew, Travel 
Agent, Tourist Guide, Tourist Information Centre 
Assistant, Visitor Services Assistant in museums, 
theme parks and stately homes.  Students wishing 
to become overseas representatives or airline 
cabin crew should remember that there are often 
minimum age requirements (around 18-21 years) 
for these careers.

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs at grade A* - D, including English 

Language and Maths or equivalent

About the course
This course will introduce you to the many 
different aspects of the industry and give you 
sound skills to help start you on your career. A 
range of visits and residentials are also planned 
throughout the academic year including a trip 
to Amsterdam. 
Topics studied can include:
•  exploring travel and tourism
•  dealing with customers in travel and tourism
•  investigating tourist destinations
•  promoting travel and tourism.

How you will learn and be assessed. 
This course is 80% classroom study and 20% 
practical work. You’ll learn through a varied 
programme of lectures, seminars, workshops, 
presentations and independent student 
research. You will develop skills using the latest 
travel industry directories and manuals.  College 
links with companies such as Thomas Cook, 
Leeds Bradford Airport and Wakefield Tourist 
Department will provide opportunities for 
students to learn from real-life experience. You’ll 
be assessed through coursework and some 
online tests.

Careers and further study
Career opportunities after completing this 
course include passenger check-in assistant, 
tourist information centre assistant, trainee 
travel agent. Students wishing to become 
Overseas Representatives or Airline Cabin Crew 
should remember that there are often minimum 
age requirements, around 18 -21 years, for 
these careers. You may wish to progress onto a 
higher level course such as our Level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Travel and Tourism.

Entry requirements
•   4 GCSEs at grades A* - D, including English 

Language

About the course
Working as part of the cabin crew is a varied, 
exciting and rewarding career, and each day 
you could be travelling to a new and vibrant city 
anywhere in the world. If this sounds like the 
lifestyle for you, the Diploma in Air Cabin Crew 
could be the starting point of a journey leading 
to employment with an airline and a career 
that's really going somewhere!
Topics studied can include: 
•  preparing the cabin 
•  coordinating a safe flight
•  airline operations
•  crew room duties
•  demonstrating safety procedures 

How you will learn and be assessed
This course is 80% classroom based and 20% 
practical work. Your learning will involve an 
interesting mix of classes in our aircraft cabin 
simulator, PC suite, and classroom. You may 
be assessed through practical tasks, short-
answer questions, research tasks or online tests. 
Assessment will include written assignments, 
producing visual displays such as leaflets, 
observations of role-play, and an online exam 
for one of the modules.

Careers and further study
Career opportunities are available in many of 
the major airline companies, as well as smaller 
organisations. Some of these opportunities 
are based in the regional airports. If you wish 
to learn more about the industry you could 
progress to our Level 3 Extended Diploma in 
Travel and Tourism.

Entry requirements
•  4 GCSEs at grade D to G or equivalent

About the course
If you’re interested in a career in the travel 
industry this course will start you on your journey. 
It is an ideal starting point for you to study 
about travel and tourism and air cabin crew and 
is specially designed to help you decide which 
career pathway you want to follow. 
A range of visits and residential are also planned 
throughout the academic year. Examples of day 
visits include visits to major visitor attractions 
such as Blackpool Pleasure Beach and Alton 
Towers. Overnight residential include trips 
to Amsterdam, which include visiting major 
attractions such as Anne Frank’s House.
Topics studied can include:
•  resort representatives
•  tourist destinations
•  UK travel industry
•  the aviation industry
•  airport locations

How you will learn and be assessed
Your learning will involve an interesting mix of 
classes in our aircraft cabin simulator, PC suite, 
and classroom. You may be assessed through 
practical tasks, short-answer questions, research 
tasks or online tests. 

Careers and further study
Employment opportunities exist in industry 
and aviation but it is likely that a minimum 
of a Level 2 qualification would be needed to 
help you gain work. It’s likely that you would 
progress onto either the Level 2 Diploma in 
Travel and Tourism or the Level 2 Diploma in Air 
Cabin Crew.
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1. Ofsted and Wakefield College
Wakefield College is a Good College - but don’t 
just take our word for it, look at what Ofsted say! 
Ofsted conducted a full inspection of Wakefield 
College in February 2014, looking at every area of 
our work from sixth form provision, to training 
that will help people get back into work. They 
concluded that we are a ‘Good’ College.
They judged that:
“the large majority of teaching, learning and 
assessment is good or better; 
“students make good progress and that their studies 
prepare them for further study  
or employment; 
“students speak highly of the advice and guidance 
they receive about university applications, and that 
progression to further and higher study is good; 
“staff are enthusiastic and well-qualified; that 
resources are of high-quality.”
They were also complimentary about the support 
we give to students with learning difficulties and/
or disabilities, rating it as ‘Excellent’ and concluded 
that students have a strong voice. We aim to 
make every student’s learning experience the best 
it can be at Wakefield College and were delighted 
that the inspectors recognised this. You can read 
the full Ofsted report on our website or  
www.ofsted.gov.uk.

2. The matrix Standard
The matrix Standard is the unique quality 
standard for organisations to assess and 
measure their advice and support services, which 
ultimately helps individuals in their choice of 
career, learning and life goals. Wakefield College 
is proud to have achieved and retained the 
matrix Standard for the information, advice 
and guidance provided by its Student Services, 
Libraries and Course Information departments.

3. Entitlement Statement
Wakefield College is committed to supporting 
its students to achieve their full potential, in 
both the qualifications they gain and in future 
opportunities. Students at the College are 

entitled to access careers learning, information, 
advice and guidance which is:
•  impartial and free from discrimination or bias
• student-centred
• up-to-date
•  delivered by experienced, well-informed, 

appropriately qualified and trained careers staff
This entitlement is integral to our Career 
Learning, Information, Advice and Guidance 
policy with is available on request.

4. Student support
We treat our students like adults and expect 
them to take a considerable amount of 
responsibility for their own work and progress. 
However, we know that all students may need 
support from time to time, to make sure they 
achieve their goals. The College prides itself on 
the quality of its student support services, which 
were also highly praised in our last Ofsted report. 
Our student support services are staffed by 
professionals who have a wealth of experience, 
and all students are encouraged to take 
advantage of the support on offer.
Additional learning support
We have specialist tutors with expertise in 
supporting students with:
• Autistic Spectrum Disorders
• ADHD
• visual impairment
• dyslexia, dyspraxia or dyscalculia
• learning difficulties
• mobility difficulties
• English as a second language
• and who are deaf or hard of hearing
Support may be in the form of support staff in or 
out of class, assistive technology or adjustments 
by teachers.
We strongly urge students or their parents/carers 
to disclose any disability or learning difficulty 
prior to enrolment, so that the college can fulfil 
its responsibilities under the Equality Act and 
ensure that adjustments or facilities are put in 
place at the start of a student’s course.

Contact Additional Support on 01924 789585 
(voice) or 01924 385349 (minicom)
Careers and educational guidance
Our Careers Team can offer impartial advice 
and guidance on courses and careers before you 
enrol at College. During your time at College, 
you’ll have access to our comprehensive range 
of information on careers, higher education and 
the jobs market, as well as personal advice and 
guidance from the Careers Team to help you plan 
the next step towards your chosen career.
To make an appointment with one of the Careers 
Team please call 01924 789113 or 789301 or 
e-mail careers@wakefield.ac.uk
Chaplaincy
The college has a Chaplaincy which is available 
to all learners whatever their beliefs, faith or 
religion. The Chaplaincy works with the Students’ 
Union and Student Services to organise events 
in College to mark special national and cultural 
occasions, or which allow students to take time 
out to reflect. 
Everyone finds life challenging at times, and the 
Chaplain can offer one-to-one support to help 
resolve issues which have a spiritual aspect. The 
service is available by appointment across all 
College campuses.
Counselling and welfare support
Confidential one-to-one counselling is available for 
students at all our campuses from professionally-
qualified counsellors. Welfare support is available 
to give help and advice on a range of issues 
including accommodation and benefits and 
signposting to relevant support agencies.
Course information
The Course Information team is available 
on 01924 789111 between 8:30am - 6:00pm 
(Monday to Thursday) and 8:30am and 4.30pm 
(Friday). There are course information phones on 
each campus reception desk. Or you can email  
courseinfo@wakefield.ac.uk.
Alternatively, information on all our courses is on 
the website www.wakefield.ac.uk

Additional information
for parents, carers & students

Financial support
The College provides information and 
confidential advice on what financial help is 
available for students.
This includes information on 16-19 bursaries, 
Discretionary Support Funds and student loans. 
There may be help towards travel costs, meals, 
equipment or childcare costs depending on your 
circumstances, age and course level. 
The College’s Financial Support Team is based 
at Wakefield City Campus, 2nd Floor, Harrison 
Building, so please contact them for further 
information or to arrange an appointment on 
01924 789304 or 789549 or by email to  
student.finance@wakefield.ac.uk. 
For more information visit www.direct.gov.uk 
and put ‘money to learn’ in the search bar on the 
home page.
Health
The College has a Health and Wellbeing Service 
provided by the NHS. Drop-in sessions and 
appointments are available on all campuses 
for confidential advice and information on a 
range of health-related concerns, including 
contraception, chlamydia screening, pregnancy 
testing, weight management, quitting smoking, 
and drug and alcohol issues. 
Learner agreement
All students are asked to sign a Learner 
Agreement at the start of their course. This 
sets out the College’s expectations in terms of 
students’ punctuality, attendance, completion of 
work and standards of behaviour towards staff 
and other students. 
LibraryPlus
Each campus has its own library which is 
well-stocked with books, magazines and DVDs. 
Our libraries also have open access computers, 
bookable computers and a full range of 
e-resources, such as e-books, magazines and 
streamed video, which are also available from 
home via the LibraryPlus Discover/ course 
pages on Moodle, the College’s Virtual Learning 
Environment. Each LibraryPlus also has quiet 
places for study, helpful and knowledgeable 

staff and facilities for scanning, printing and 
photocopying.
Student group leaders and pastoral tutors
Once enrolled on a course, students are assigned 
a Student Group Leader who will support their 
learning journey. Students meet with them 
regularly to discuss their progress and any issues 
or problems they may be encountering. Students 
will also have group sessions with their Pastoral 
Tutor. As part of their Pastoral Tutor Group, 
students will develop academic, personal and 
employability skills which will both enhance their 
overall College experience and improve their 
prospects for progression.
Refectory services 
A good selection of refreshments, including 
hot and cold meals, drinks and snacks are 
available at all our main campuses. Discounted 
Starbucks are available at both Wakefield City 
Campus and Castleford Campus, with vending 
services available all day. Students are regularly 
consulted on the type of food available, and 
the College works hard to ensure the service 
provides an affordable range of healthy and 
balanced meal options.
Safety & security 
Security staff are on duty at all our main 
campuses. Our Wakefield City Campus benefits 
from state-of-the-art CCTV and access control 
systems. All students are expected to carry a card 
which will give them access to social and teaching 
rooms, lifts, circulation areas and libraries.
Student Experience Team
Dedicated Student Experience Managers are 
located at each campus and ensure that all 
students are given the best learning experience 
in both their subject areas and the campus 
environment. They are there to see that students 
receive a high level of support tailored to their 
needs and learning aims, and also to ensure a 
seamless transition between school, College and 
employment or higher education.
Student intranet
All enrolled students have access to the student 
intranet with its useful information about College 
news, events and student services. 

Students also have access to Moodle, the 
College’s online learning environment. Moodle 
provides access to course material, course 
announcements, discussion groups, assignment 
submission and records of grades.
Each student has a personal College email 
account, and with a valid College email address 
can download a free copy of Microsoft Office 
onto one computer or tablet.
Students’ Union
Every student at Wakefield College is a member 
of the Students’ Union. The Students’ Union is 
student-led and elections are held annually to 
elect student officers, who come together to 
form the Students’ Union Executive committee 
(for example, Activities Officer, Welfare Officer, 
Disabilities Officer). Getting involved with the 
Union can be a fulfilling experience, developing 
useful skills and increasing self-confidence and 
looks great on your CV or UCAS applications.
The Students’ Union represents you within 
College, providing each student with a voice 
and a vital support system. We also offer a wide 
range of social activities, from student-led clubs 
and societies, to trips to Alton towers. College is 
not just about lessons, and it is our job to help 
students get involved and take charge of their 
student experience.
We are also the home of the NUS Extra discount 
card, which can help you save money on the 
high street, and helps us fund better events for 
college students. You can purchase these online 
at https://cards.nusextra.co.uk
Transport
A Scholar’s PhotoCard is available for full-time 
students aged 16-18 which entitles them to  
half-fare travel in West Yorkshire. Application 
forms can be collected from College receptions 
after enrolment on a course.
Students with disabilities may be eligible for 
special transport and you should contact your 
Local Education Authority for further details.
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5. Safeguarding
Wakefield College’s safeguarding policy ensures 
that all students attending activities in the College 
do so in a safe and secure environment.
In our 2014 Ofsted inspection, the Inspectors 
commented:
“Managers and governors place a strong emphasis 
on safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
students. The College meets fully its statutory 
requirements for safeguarding students. All staff 
have undertaken relevant training with regular 
updating. Behaviour is good. Almost all students 
report feeling safe and students who met inspectors 
spoke highly of the presence of security staff and 
their visibility at all times.”
Key factors in this are:
•  all employment offers are subject to enhanced 

DBS disclosures
•  no staff start work until all relevant checks are 
completed and recorded

•  all staff must undertake safeguarding awareness 
training relevant to their post

•  College-wide anti-bullying and harassment 
policy rigorously applied

•  Governors receive annual training and all 
Governors accept responsibility for safeguarding

Whilst this is all excellent news for the College, it 
is also excellent news for students and for their 
parents and guardians who can rest assured that 
all who spend time learning with the College will 
do so in a safe environment.

6. Equality & diversity
Wakefield College aims to become a fully 
inclusive organisation, eliminating discrimination, 
promoting equality and embracing diversity in 
all that we do. We celebrate the rich variety of 
people who make up the College community, from 
different cultures and ethnic backgrounds.
We have put in place policies, training and 
procedures to make equality and diversity a reality 
for the whole College community.  
“The college promotes equality and diversity 
very well and enables students of all abilities and 
backgrounds to engage in college life and flourish.” 
Ofsted 2014

How we demonstrate our commitment
From the outset, staff are clear about College’s 
expectations of them in terms of supporting 
equality and celebrating diversity. This 
commitment is further underlined in policies, 
planning and staff training.
College ensures that all policies are analysed to 
address any negative impact in relation to all 
nine protected characteristics covered by the 
Equality Act 2010: sex; race; disability; marriage 
and civil partnership; sexual orientation; religion 
or belief; pregnancy and maternity; gender 
reassignment and age.
College is firmly committed to equality objectives 
which will make a real difference in the classroom. 
Planning in the classroom is expected to maximise 
opportunities to promote diversity and foster 
good relationships among all groups of students. 
Regular training and development initiatives 
support staff in making this a reality.
In keeping with College strategic objectives, 
to: “Connect with our District in order to raise 
aspirations, particularly in deprived areas “ College 
continues to play an active part in initiatives across 
the Wakefield district to eliminate discrimination 
and promote equality and diversity. 

Measuring our progress
The effectiveness of these policies is monitored 
through a comprehensive range of measures, 
which involves regular collection, reporting and 
analysis of staff and learner data on the basis 
of a range of demographic factors. A summary 
of this is available on the College website. An 
annual report on equality and diversity, including 
monitoring data, is considered by the College’s 
Board of Governors.
“As a result of close monitoring, managers 
have taken successful action to reduce gaps in 
achievement between different groups of students” 
Ofsted 2014 

Students’ responsibilities
Students, too, have a responsibility to promote 
and embed equality and diversity. The College 
Charter sets out what students can expect from 
the College, and the Learner Agreement sets out 
minimum expectations from students. Further 
details are available in the Student Planner on 
Moodle.

Care Leavers
Wakefield College is part of the HEART (Higher 
Education Access Rewarding Transforming) 
partnership and shares their commitment to 
supporting Care Leavers who wish to apply, enter 
and succeed in Higher Education. 
This commitment seeks to increase the number 
of Care Leavers entering Higher Education, raise 
awareness of the needs of this group of students, 
and enables Care Leavers to make the most of 
their time in Higher Education and to complete 
their courses successfully. 
To support this commitment, College is developing 
a scheme of bursaries, which will help to overcome 
financial barriers Care Leavers may face to access 
and achievement in Higher Education.

Additional information
for parents, carers & students

Feeling lost?
There are detailed directions to all of our 
campuses on our website:  
www.wakefield.ac.uk/getintouch

Wakefield City Campus
In the heart of Wakefield city centre, the City 
Campus is a modern, social hub for any level 
of student. The building is equipped with all 
the facilities and resources that students need 
to support and enhance their learning and is 
only a 5-minute walk from Wakefield Westgate 
railway station.
At Wakefield City Campus, students  
benefit from:
· a three-storey LibraryPlus facility
·  the award-winning training restaurant, 
Gaskell’s, and Petite Gaskell’s Deli

·  spacious social lounge, Starbucks coffee bar 
and food court

· top of the line science labs

Curriculum areas that are based at the 
Wakefield City Campus are:

· A Level/Sixth Form
· Animal Care
· Athlete Development Programme
· Art, Design & Media
· Business, Management & Computing
· Childcare
· Fashion & Textiles
· Floristry
· Health & Social Care
· Hospitality & Catering
· Leisure & Tourism
· Retail

Waterton Building & Mechanics’ Theatre
The old Wakefield Museum building, which was 
built in 1823, is just minutes from Wakefield City 
Campus. The Grade 2 listed building, featuring 
an ornate staircase with intricate ironwork, 
used to be a Mechanics’ Institute and is now the 
ideal home for our Performing Arts students 
and our Mechanics’ Theatre.
· a 160-seat professional, working theatre
·  state-of-the-art facilities including fully 
equipped professional-standard dance and 
drama studios

·  classrooms, rehearsal rooms and a backstage 
workshop

The Mechanics’ Theatre is used for a range of 
performances, internal events and shows as well 
as events for, and by, the Wakefield community.

Thornes Park Campus
Our Thornes Park Campus is set in beautiful 
parkland, a 15-minute walk away from the 
City centre, providing a peaceful and unique 
environment to learn.
The campus is home to our hugely successful 
School of Popular Music, where students have 
access to dedicated recording studios and 
practice rooms. 
Students on our Public Services courses can get 
active in the Campus grounds with an outdoor 
climbing wall.
This campus also houses our FLEX (Foundation 
Learning) provision, which provides students 
with the space to gain independence in a secure 
and safe environment.

Castleford Campus
Our Castleford Campus provides an exceptional 
learning environment for students studying 
vocational qualifications. Located just off the 
M62, and a 5-minute walk from Glasshoughton 
train station, the campus has excellent public 
transport links to Castleford, Pontefract and 
Wakefield.

It includes:
·  purpose-built engineering facilities and 
construction skills workshops which have been 
designed with input from professionals within 
the industry

·  real working environments – Motor Vehicle 
and Hair and Beauty which includes our 
commercial salon, Elements Hair and Beauty

·  care and Early Years provision offering industry 
work placements

·  personalised support for the development of 
English and maths

Sixthform at Crofton Academy
Crofton Sixth Form is a collaboration between 
Crofton Academy and Wakefield College 
and offers post-16 learners in the Wakefield 
district an exciting new learning environment 
combining the individual care of a local school 
with the resources of a college.
The purpose-built building within the grounds 
of Crofton Academy is staffed by a combination 
of Wakefield College and Crofton Academy 
teachers. The centre offers a range of post-16 
opportunities, at levels ranging from Taster 
Programmes (up to Level 1) to BTEC Extended 
Diplomas (Level 3) and is open to all students 
from across the District. 
Choosing the right sixth form and the right 
course are difficult decisions. You can get more 
details of our courses by calling Wakefield 
College’s Course Information team on  
01924 789111.

Lightwaves
The Lightwaves Centre houses our Sport and 
Public Services provision offering brand new, 
modern and spacious fitness and exercise suites. 
Lightwaves also offers Construction students 
a ‘live’ working environment where they can 
refurbish and renovate community projects and 
leave a positive mark on the community.

Additional information
Campus information
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How to apply
Choosing your course and making an application

✁
Key Dates 2015/16
Cut out and keep

September
You can send in your application form now. 
Once we’ve received it you’ll be sent details 
of your interview within two weeks.

Wednesday 30 September 2015
Central Learning Community
Progression Event
Cedar Court Hotel, Wakefield

September/October 2015
Find out about us and your options when 
we visit your school for the launch of our 
prospectuses

October 2015
You can now apply online through  
UCAS Progress
www.ucasprogress.com
Wednesday 14 and 
Thursday 15 October 2015
Skills Yorkshire and Humber Exhibition
Leeds United Football Club, Elland Road

Tuesday 20 October 2015
Wakefield City Campus / Thornes Park
Campus open event
Wednesday 21 October 2015
Castleford Campus open event

November
Saturday 7 November 2015
Graduation Day

Saturday 21 November 2015
All sites open event

February
Tuesday 23 February 2016
Wakefield College Expo
Wakefield City Campus

March
Thursday 10 March 2016
Higher Education, Jobs and
Apprenticeship fair
Wakefield College, Lightwaves
 
Friday 11 March 2016
Year 10 taster day

April
Have you submitted your application? If 
not, do so as soon as possible. Applications 
received by 1st May will be given priority for 
an interview date.
If you need advice please call our Course 
Information Team on 01924 789111

May
Thursday 5 May 2016
14-16 Celebration event
Wednesday 11 to Saturday 28 May 2016
Summer Spectacular – Festival of
Music, Dance and Performing Arts

June
Tuesday 21 June 2016
Wakefield Campus open event

Wednesday 22 June 2016
Castleford Campus open event

Friday 24 June 2016
Year 10 taster day

Monday 27 June & Tuesday 28 June 2016
Taster days

July
Wednesday 29 July & 
Thursday 30 July 2016
Pre-induction days

August
A level and GCSE results released.
If you need help or advice about your next steps, 
visit our guidance events
Part time and full time enrolments – August 
from GCSE results day until the Friday before the 
first week of teaching

September
Induction week – September 
first week of term

Interview evenings run regularly from
October onwards.

Keep up to date online
www.wakefield.ac.uk

Decisions, decisions…
Browse through this prospectus, come to our open days, or talk to your parents, friends, and 
teachers about the courses you’re interested in to help you decide what you want to study. 
If you need more information call our Course Information Team on 01924 789111 or look online 
www.wakefield.ac.uk

Apply online at UCAS Progress
Log on to www.ucasprogress.com. 
You will need your login details, available 
from your school

Complete application form in this 
prospectus or call Course Information and 
we’ll post one out to you.

You will be invited for interview for your first choice course only. 
Make the most of your interview – this is your chance to ask questions and make sure the 
course and the college are right for you. 

Congrats! You receive an offer in writing.
Whether you applied online or by form, you will need to accept the place by returning the 
acceptance form that came with your offer letter or call the Admissions team on 01924 789110

Attend a pre-induction event in June of July to speak to tutors and other students and find out 
what college life is like.

We’ll send you details of enrolment sessions at College so you can formally register for your 
course and get your student ID badge. 

Still got questions?
Contact our Admissions Team on  
01924 789110 or  
email admissions@wakefield.ac.uk

Still not sure what you want to do? 
Ring Course Information on 01924 789111 
and ask them to book an appointment with a 
careers advisor.

Or tick the box on your application form 
asking for a careers appointment.

If you’re waiting for results day and you 
don’t get the results you wanted, don’t 
worry. Call into see us and we can discuss 
your options.

Watch out for enrolment dates  
on Facebook and Twitter




