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Disclaimer
The structure of post-16 education and the type 
of qualifications on offer can change according to 
Government policy and funding issues� Consequently, 
whilst we will take reasonable steps to provide courses 
and services in the manner described, we reserve the 
right to modify or withdraw any advertised courses 
or services� Our website and course information 
leaflets are updated regularly as changes occur, and 
you’ll have the opportunity to talk to tutors about any 
developments in your areas of interest at interview� 

Whilst this prospectus and other College publicity 
materials offer a guide to our provision, there may, 
from time-to-time, be changes which alter this� 
This prospectus was produced in August 2016. 
Information was correct at the time of going to press, 
but details may change before courses begin in 
2017� For the most current information or if you need 
further advice please contact us by ringing the Course 
Information Team on 01924 789111 or visit the 
College website at: www.wakefield.ac.uk 

Details of our Terms of Enrolment and Student 
Policies and Procedures can be found at:  
www.wakefield.ac.uk/student-policies

As courses are offered subject to enrolment and 
retention of sufficient numbers, we reserve the right to 
withdraw any advertised course for which insufficient 
numbers of students enrol, to merge groups to ensure 
continued course delivery, or to close any class if low 
numbers attending make it no longer viable� 

All of our prospectuses are available on our website� 
Alternative formats are available on request, such as 
large print and Braille�  
Phone 01924 789228 for details�
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SO WHAT’S NEW IN 2016/17...

HOW TO APPLY

Scan QR code  
for more information  
on how to apply
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PICK A COURSE!
Browse through this prospectus and find out more information online,  

or at our open days. If you’re unsure what you’d like to do,  
call us and ask for a careers appointment.

BE INVITED FOR INTERVIEW
You’ll be invited to interview for your first choice course.  

This is your chance to make sure the course,  
and the College, is right for you.

RECEIVE AN OFFER IN WRITING
PLUS MORE INFORMATION ON ENROLMENT AND INDUCTION

You’ll need to accept this place by returning the acceptance form.

Don’t worry if you didn’t get the results you were hoping for,  
call us and we can discuss your options.

APPLY THROUGH  
UCAS PROGRESS

Log on to  
www.ucasprogress.com using  
the login details from school.

COMPLETE AN  
APPLICATION FORM

There’s one at the  
back of this prospectus,  

or we can post one out to you.



6     Wakefield College School Leaver Prospectus 2017/18

THAT THE WAY UCAS POINTS  
ARE CALCULATED IS CHANGING  

FROM SEPTEMBER 2017 

DID YOU KNOW?... 
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WHAT’S NEW IN 2016/17...

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND UPDATES ABOUT THE A LEVEL REFORM GO TO: www.ofqual.gov.uk

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT CHANGES TO UCAS POINTS GO TO: www.ucas.com

A LEVEL REFORM
Due to recent Government changes, when you choose to 
study an A Level, you’ll now study it for the full two years and 
it will be assessed by exams at the end of those two years�

You’ll still sit exams at the end of your first year� These 
will be used to monitor how you’re doing and to help 
complete your UCAS application, but the results of these 
exams won’t contribute to your final grade�

To find out more please visit our website  
www.wakefield.ac.uk/a-level-reform or call  
Course Information on 01924 789111 and ask for an 
information leaflet�

UCAS EXPLAINED
The way UCAS Points are calculated is changing from 
September 2017� 

UCAS Points are used as an indicator of the course 
you have done and the grade you received for it� Some 
colleges and universities, but not all, use UCAS Points as 
entry requirements so you may be interested in the points 
given to different qualifications�

UCAS Tariff points only apply to Level 3 qualifications, not 
your GCSEs� 

The Tariff was changed to allow more qualifications to 
be added, which means more qualifications can now be 
used to gain UCAS Points�

You’ll find the new numbers are much lower than the old 
Tariff, because of the different way they are calculated, but 
universities and colleges will take this into account in their 
entry requirements� 

NEW GCSE GRADING STRUCTURE
123s easy as ABCs
For students getting their GCSE results in 2017, you’ll 
notice you’ll receive a different mark for your English and 
Maths exams�

The letters A*-U are being replaced by numbers to provide 
a better representation of the mark you have achieved, 
especially for those gaining B and above�

It’ll just be for English and Maths for now, but other GCSEs 
will be following this new grading structure in the future�

Our entry requirements will show both the letters and 
numerical grading systems while the GCSEs transition�

A grade C is broadly the same as a grade 4, and an A is 
broadly the same as a grade 7�

The bottom of a grade 1 is the same as the bottom  
of a grade G�

Scan QR code  
for more information  
on A Level reform
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WHICH LEVEL IS RIGHT FOR ME?

GCSE grades are changing, find out more on page 7.
If you need help choosing the right course, get in touch with our Course Information Team on 01924 789111

LEVEL 3

 QUALIFICATIONS MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
 A Levels 5 GCSEs at grade A*-C (or new grade 9 - 4) in at  
  least 4 subject areas, including English and Maths

 Level 3 Diplomas &  5 GCSEs at grade A*-C (or new grade 9 - 4) in at  
 Extended Diplomas least 4 subject areas, including English or Maths

 Level 3 Advanced Apprenticeships 5 GCSEs at grade A*-C (or new grade 9 - 4)

 Level 2 vocational courses 4 GCSEs at grade A*-D (or new grade 9 - 3),  
  usually with English and Maths at grade 4 – 2

 Level 2 Intermediate Apprenticeships GCSEs at grade 9 - 3 in English and Maths 

 Level 1 vocational courses Minimum of Entry Level 3 qualifications in   
  English and Maths

 FLEX No specific qualifications
 (Foundation Learning) 

 English and Maths Unless you already have an A*-C or 9-4 in GCSE  
  English and Maths you will need to study these  
  subjects as part of your study programme. If   
  you have a D or a 3, you will do GCSE.  
  If your current level of achievement is below this, 
  you will study Functional Skills

LEVEL 3

LEVEL 3

LEVEL 2

LEVEL 2

LEVEL 1

ENTRY LEVEL

ALL LEVELS
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WHICH PATH IS RIGHT FOR YOU?
Whether you want to go on to further study at university 
or set up your own business and work for yourself, our 
range of courses can get you there. 

But we all learn differently, so which route should you take?

Sixth Form - Our Sixth Form is a supportive 
environment with the freedom of College atmosphere. 
For those who excel in formal exams, there’s a choice of 
24 A Levels.

Vocational courses - If you have a specific career 
in mind, or prefer practical ways of learning over exams, 
choose from a wide range of Advanced Level Diplomas.

Foundation Learning - A mix of vocational study, 
tasters and English and maths, for those who would like 
to learn independent living skills, personal and social 
development, employability and progress academically 
to a higher level.

Apprenticeships - Apprenticeships are a gteat 
mix of hands on learning in the workplace and theory 
learned with us.

STILL UNSURE?
Can’t find a course that jumps out at you, or not quite 
sure what you’d like to do? We have teams to help you 
make your decision.

Course Information
01924 789111 
courseinfo@wakefield.ac.uk

Financial Support
01924 789283 
student.finance@wakefield.ac.uk

Careers Team
01924 789113 
careers@wakefield.ac.uk

ROUTES TO SUCCESS
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FIRST-RATE FACILITIES
Realistic working environments and workshops for 
motor vehicle, construction and engineering students at 
Castleford Campus.

Showcase your talents in the Waterton Building, home to our 
160-seat Mechanics Theatre, studios, rehearsal rooms and 
backstage workshop for constructing the perfect stage set.

Recording studios and rehearsal spaces allow you to rock out  
at the School of Popular Music.

Work up a sweat in our extensive facilities for sports and  
public services students including a gym, climbing wall,  
fitness testing lab, therapy and massage suite and pitches.

Hospitality and Catering students can cook up a storm  
for the paying public in our award-winning  
Gaskell’s Restaurant.

Relax, grab a drink and meet  
friends at our Starbucks café.

Treat the paying public in our hair 
and beauty salon Elements.
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KICK-START YOUR CAREER
Coming to College is all about making sure you’re prepared for your career afterwards.  
So whatever level course you’re doing, we have some fantastic ways to get you sorted.

REALISTIC WORKING ENVIRONMENTS
Whether you’re applying make-up or serving a main 
course, you’ll deal with the paying public and gain 
valuable experience – just what employers are looking for.

Purpose-built workshops for practical studies for 
construction, motor vehicle and engineering.

Links with industry and local businesses such as Theatre 
Royal Wakefield, Haribo and Advanced Diesel, mean our 
courses are always industry relevant and in line with the 
needs of employers.

LECTURERS WITH PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Our staff are not just great tutors, they know their stuff too! 
They’ve worked in the field and keep up-to-date with the 
industry so they can pass their knowledge onto you.

You’ll work on live briefs and project work from those 
businesses we work with, which reflect what you might 
work on in your future job.

Scan QR code  
for more information  
about facilities at  
Wakefield College
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STUDENT CENTRAL
IT’S YOUR UNION, GET INVOLVED!
Every student at Wakefield College is part of the Students’ 
Union. Your Students’ Union is here to support and 
represent you and is a big part of College life. The Union 
organises events, trips, volunteering opportunities, and 
societies to make sure you get the most out of College. 

You can also put yourself forward for a role in the  
Students’ Union Executive and become the voice of your 
fellow students.

Register for an NUS card and get discounts in high street 
stores and online! 

EVERYONE CAN HAVE A GO -  
GROW AN INTEREST OR TRY SOMETHING NEW! 

Sports and physical activities
Football, rugby, badminton, netball,  
basketball, street dance, Zumba, table  
tennis and much more…

Social groups
Chess club, LGBTQ club, arts and crafts  
club, cookery club, debating club, College  
magazine and much more…

campaigns, advice, progress
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Scan QR code  
for more information  
on the Duke of  
Edinburgh Award

STUDENT CENTRAL

YOUR STUDY PROGRAMME
Coming to College is more than just a course. Get 
the most out of your time at College with a full 
programme of study, supported by Student Central.

•  Personal and group tutorials

•   PEEP - personal, employability, enrichment and 
progress programme designed to cover a wide range 
of events and activities

•  Work experience placements

•   English & Maths – You’ll continue to study English 
and Maths until you achieve a GCSE grade A*-C 
(or new grade 9 – 4) or qualification in Functional 
Skills if you haven’t already achieved this. It’ll be 
timetabled to fit in alongside your course

•  Attendance, finance, careers and youth support staff

ADDITIONAL LEARNING SUPPORT
We have specialist tutors with expertise in supporting 
students with:

•  Autistic Spectrum Disorders

•  ADHD

•  Visual impairment

•  Dyslexia, dyspraxia or dyscalculia

•  Learning difficulties

•  Mobility difficulties

•  English as a second language

•  Hearing impairment

Support may be in the form of support staff in or  
out of class, assistive technologies or adaptations  
by teachers.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD (DOFE)
From volunteering to physical activities, life skills to 
expeditions, achieving a DofE Award is a passport to a 
brighter future, valued by employers and universities. 
There’s a chance to complete either the bronze,  
silver or gold award.
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Dance students from our 
Mechanics’ Theatre attended 
the Move It Festival of Dance 

in London.

ENRICHING YOUR EXPERIENCE 

Industry Day guests

Dance at Move it

This Girl Rocks!

Hadron Collider trip

More than just the classroom!
We make our courses varied and interesting 
by packing in extra features such as; 
guest speakers, visits and residential 
opportunities, including overseas trips.

Plus, getting involved in extra activities can 
really boost your CV and UCAS application 
to make you stand out from the crowd!

Level 3 Construction & Built 
Environment students visit to Caddick 
Construction’s Trinity Farm Site.

Army Day at Castleford

Caddick Construction

CSE Awareness Day 
Speakers from Long Division 

Music Festival, PRS for Music, 
Clear Audio Media, 6 Music and 

artist/producter Bustre visited 
the School of Popular Music for 

their industry day

A Level Physics students visited 
the world’s largest particle 

physics laboratory, the CERN 
Hadron Collider.

Students taking part in CSE 
Awareness Day 2016
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Colour Fun  
Run 2016, 

raising money 
for Yorkshire Air 

Ambulance

Cookery Club!

RSC Young 
analyst 

competition at 
University of 
Huddersfield 

Travel and Tourism students took a 
trip to Carrgate Care Home as part of 

‘Make a positive contribution week’ 

Level 2 Public Services trip 
to Nottingham 2016

Students took part in raft 
building, paintballing and 

white water rafting 

Sport and Public 
Services students 
joined on an 
enrichment trip to 
Saalbach in Austria, 
where they took part in 
skiing, snowboarding, 
ice skating, snow-
tubing and ice karting.
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?...

Studying here allowed me to get 
experience of working in a busy kitchen 
and restaurant service at Gaskells and 
developing new skills working in the 
kitchens of Hiltons 5* hotel on a work 
experience trip to Malta. I also took 
part in the Golden Apron competition 
where I produced a twist on a classic 
Wellington dish. I made it through 
to the semi-final and I got to meet a 
Michelin star chef, James Mackenzie.

I’ve met so many new friends and 
some of the kindest tutors who believe 
in my ability to succeed. I’ve gained 
confidence in myself, which has had an 
impact on work outside. I’m so grateful 
for the chance to become someone 
successful when I leave College.

Katie Mayes

At school I took part in the Step Up programme and after leaving 
school I knew I wanted to pursue a career in bricklaying.

I got accepted in to College to do bricklaying full-time, my tutor was so 
helpful throughout the course and helped me apply to Wakefield and 
District Housing (WDH) for an apprenticeship in bricklaying. 

I am now in my second year of my apprenticeship with WDH and I am 
so glad I didn’t give up. I love what I do and this is just the beginning 
of my career, there is a lot more to come!

Cody Haley

Level 3 Diploma Advanced 
Professional Cookery  
(Kitchen & Larder)

Bricklaying Apprenticeship

Doing A Levels is challenging but rewarding and will hopefully 
allow for me to progress onto University. I’ve found it helps to be 
very analytical and up for a debate with other students to help 
with your understanding of the subjects. 

Outside of the classroom I’m involved in both the student 
magazine (The College Scribbler) and the Students’ Union as an 
elected officer. I’ve learnt numerous skills that I can take forward 
with me for the future and boosted my confidence as I’ve had to 
get out of that dreaded comfort zone. 

Catherine Owen
A levels English Language, History & Sociology

take our 
word

dont just

for it!
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I chose to study at Wakefield College because of the 
opportunities available both during and after the course 
which prepare you for a better future. 

As part of my course I visited Italy, were we did exciting 
activities like white water rafting, and up-sailing. I 
volunteered as a Football Activator which enhanced my 
communication and team-working skills, I got the FA Level 
1 football coaching badge and we visited Wembley stadium 
for training. I’ve particularly enjoyed learning about sports 
psychology and the importance of being mentally prepared 
when performing. 

Overall I’ve thoroughly enjoyed being a student and I’ve 
seen myself develop because the College has been a 
springboard to push me towards my aspirations.

MuzMoyo 
Level 3 Diploma sport

I’m doing a Level 2 Diploma and I intend on 
progressing on to doing a Level 3 Beauty  
Therapy course, I’ve worked really hard and the 
staff have pushed me to succeed. I really enjoy 
this course as we’ve learnt to do a lot of different 
treatments, including one to one training in  
waxing, make up and dermalogica training. 

Hopefully in the future with the skills I’ve learnt, I 
will be able to work for myself, and on cruise ships.

Lauren Williams
Level 2 beauty therapy

I love helping others, and now I’m 
learning how to care for people, 
whatever their age or needs, but I 
found learning about children and 
the way they develop the most 
interesting. The classes are fun and 
I have more confidence in meeting 
new people and talking to them.

The College puts on loads of trips 
to help you learn or socialise, like 
bowling and Flamingo Land. Even 
for the risk assessment lessons, we 
took a trip to McDonald’s. I am really 
enjoying my course and I can’t wait 
to go onto L2 next year. 

Weronika 
Logozna
Level 1 Diploma in Introduction 
Health, Social Care and Children’s 
& Young People’s Settings

I am keen to pursue a career in marketing and management with the potential of 
going on to open my own business. I have loved doing these courses at Wakefield 
College as the teachers are enthusiastic about their courses, and make the content 
interesting to learn about. In addition, support 
from staff at the college is tremendous, they always 
make themselves available to provide advice. 

As part of the mentoring for excellence scheme 
I was also appointed a senior member of staff 
as a mentor, who has offered guidance to me 
all throughout the year and provided various 
work experience opportunities including in the 
Colleges own marketing department!

Victoria Truelove
AS Level Business, Biology, Psychology and Chemistry



18     Wakefield College School Leaver Prospectus 2017/18

APPRENTICESHIPS
EARN WHILE YOU LEARN 
We work with top companies including Coca-Cola, 
Haribo, and Next, and you can too! 

Apprenticeships are a great mix of hands-on learning 
in the workplace and theory learned with us, to give you 
the practical skills and knowledge you’ll need to thrive 
in the working world.

They’re for anyone aged 16 or over and they allow you 
to earn and learn at the same time, meaning you have 
great prospects for the future! 

PROGRESS HIGHER! 

You can progress to higher level apprenticeships or 
higher education here with us at College. 

If you need more information, call us or look in more 
detail online at: www.wakefield.ac.uk/apprenticeships 
where you can find more information about our 
courses on offer. 

So if you think an apprenticeship might be for you, join 
us and start your journey to a fulfilling career!

HOW TO APPLY 
If you’re aged 16 or 17
You can apply online through UCAS Progress at school 
or you can log in at home

If you’re aged 18+
Complete an application form, available from the 
Course Information Team on 01924 789111. Or send in 
your CV to apprenticeships@wakefield.ac.uk

WE CURRENTLY OFFER APPRENTICESHIPS IN:
accounts, animal care, beauty therapy, brickwork, 
business administration, carpentry and joinery, 
childcare, civil engineering, construction, customer 
service, dental nursing, electrical installation, 
engineering, hairdressing, health and social care, 
hospitality and catering, information technology, 
legal executive, logistics, motor vehicle, motorcycle 
maintenance and repair, plastering, plumbing, 
security, sport and supporting teaching and learning 
(classroom assistant).

look out for this symbol in subject areas, which 
shows where apprenticeships are available. A

APPRENTICE RECRUITMENT TEAM 01924 789469
apprenticeships@wakefield.ac.uk     wakefield.ac.uk/apprenticeships

WE OFFER FOUR LEVELS OF APPRENTICESHIP: 
Level Qualification equivalent to Minimum entry requirements Duration

Level 2 Intermediate  5 GCSEs grade A*-C GCSEs in English Language 1-2 years
Apprenticeship (or new grade 9-4) and Maths at grade A*-D 
  (or new grade 9-3) 

Level 3 Advanced 2 or more A Levels 5 GCSEs grade A*-C 1-2 years
Apprenticeship  (or new grade 9-4)

Level 4 Higher Foundation degree,  To find out, call our Course Up to 4 years
Apprenticeship HNC Diploma, or Information Team on  HND Diploma
 HND Diploma 01924 789111

Level 5 Higher Diploma of To find out, call our Course Up to 2 years
Apprenticeship Higher Education Information Team on
  01924 789111
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“ I believe Wakefield College will continue to support me 

throughout my apprenticeship. I hope I can act as an 

ambassador for other females who are hoping to enter the 

engineering industry and develop their skills every day.”

 Kodi Gledhill  

  Level 2 & Level 3 Engineering Apprenticeship  

  with Coca Cola Enterprises

FUNDING FOR EMPLOYERS MAY BE AVAILABLE. 
With the Apprenticeship Grant for Employers (aged 16-24)
The Apprenticeship Recruitment Team is available with information.

“ We’ve provided a fantastic opportunity for a young person to grow 
and develop in a work environment. Plus, our business is benefiting 
from a fresh perspective and extra skills.”

  Bubbles and Punch

winner
LEVEL 3

 APPRENTICE OF THE YEAR 2016

“ Becoming an apprentice is a no-brainer, 
because you can learn and gain  
qualifications while getting paid. It’s not the 
easy option but if you find something that 
you enjoy doing, work doesn’t have to be 
something you dread in a morning. 

   The experience is going to benefit me greatly 
in the future, and will look great on my CV 
and to future employers.”

 Elliot Richmond 
 Computing Apprenticeship



20     Wakefield College School Leaver Prospectus 2017/18

W

T

C

L

Wakefield City Campus 
and Waterton Building

Thornes Park Campus

Lightwaves

Train Station

Bus Station

Walkable

Train route

Bus route

Castleford Campus

CA Sixth Form at 
Crofton Academy

LEEDS

HUDDERSFIELD

BARNSLEY

DEWSBURY
WESTGATE
STATION

KIRKGATE
STATION

MORLEY

METHLEY

CASTLEFORD

DONCASTER

W

T

L

C

PONTEFRACT

CROFTONCA

GETTING TO COLLEGE IS EASY!
Wakefield is well-connected and getting here is 
easy, whether you’re from Wakefield itself or the 
surrounding areas.

Leeds, Huddersfield, and Barnsley have great transport 
links to Wakefield with a choice of train or bus.  
Look at our map below!

SCHOLAR’S PHOTOCARD
If you’re a full-time student you can get half-fare travel in 
West Yorkshire� Available from the bus station�

FEELING LOST?
There are detailed directions to all of our campuses on our 
website: www.wakefield.ac.uk/get-in-touch
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HIGHER EDUCATION
YOU DON’T HAVE TO GO TO UNIVERSITY TO GET A DEGREE! 

We offer a wide range of courses in areas including:

Business & Management

Childhood Studies

Computing

Construction, Building Services 
Engineering & Civil Engineering

Creative & Digital

Engineering

Health & Wellbeing

Performing Arts & Music

Public Services

Sport & Leisure

As the courses we offer each academic year vary, please check our website or 

get in touch for the most up-to date information.

Did you know that as well as courses like diplomas, apprenticeships, 
and A Levels, you can study higher education with us? 

universitycentre
at wakefieldcollege

94% OF STUDENTS SAID 
THE COURSE IS HELPING 
THEM TO DEVELOP THEIR 
EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS

(HE STUDENT SURVEY, 2015/2016)

96% OF OUR STUDENTS ARE 
IN EMPLOYMENT OR FURTHER 

STUDY 6 MONTHS AFTER 
GRADUATING

(DLHE SURVEY, 2014/2015)

Studying HE with us has some great benefits:

•  Qualifications accredited by universities

•  Lower fees than most universities

•  Smaller class sizes

•  Bursaries and scholarships available

•  Work around your study

Scan QR code  
for more information  
on Higher Education
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sixthf rm
at wakefieldcollege

We offer a vibrant, friendly and supportive 
learning environment where you can study 
a wide range of subjects at A Level or an 
Advanced Level Diploma in a vocational 
subject. You’ll be supported and encouraged 
to meet your full potential, achieve high 
grades, and go on to the next step, whether 
that’s higher education, an apprenticeship, 
or a job in your chosen career.

MENTORING FOR EXCELLENCE
Nurturing your talent to help you achieve 
your full potential.
The Mentoring for Excellence Programme 
is for students who have been identified as 
high-achieving and have the potential to 
progress to top universities. Be part of it!
For more information,  
visit: www.wakefield.ac.uk/mfe
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ADVANCED LEVEL VOCATIONAL COURSES
Level 3 CACHE Diploma in Childcare and Education
(Early Years Educator)  

Level 3 Diploma/Extended Diploma in Sport
(Development, Coaching and Fitness)

Level 3 Diploma/Extended Diploma in Sport
(Performance and Excellence)

Level 3 Diploma/Extended Diploma in 
Uniformed Public Services

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Animal Management 

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Applied Science

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Art & Design

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Business

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Computer Games Design

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Computing/IT 

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Construction and the 
Built Environment (Civil Engineering)

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Creative Media
(TV and Film)

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Electrical and 
Electronic Engineering

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Fashion Textiles 

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Graphic Design

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Health and Social Care (VRQ)

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Mechanical Engineering

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Music (Performance)

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Music Technology 

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Performing Arts (Acting)

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Performing Arts (Dance)

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Performing Arts 
(Musical Theatre)

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Photography

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Sport & Exercise Sciences

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Travel & Tourism

Pick up a Sixth Form prospectus to find out more about A Levels. There you’ll find full details of  
each A Level subject, and more information about what it’s like to be a sixth form student with us.

AS/A LEVELS
Accounting, Art, Craft & Design, Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, Computer Science,

Economics, English Language, English Literature, English Language & Literature, Film Studies, 

Geography, Graphic Communication, Health & Social Care, History, Law, Maths,

Further Maths, Media Studies, Photography, Physical Education, Physics, Psychology, Sociology, Spanish

Crofton Academy offers post-16 study options in a 
modern and supportive environment before going into 
employment or on to university.

The Sixth Form combines the 
strengths of Wakefield College 
and Crofton Academy, and the 
courses we offer are taught by 
staff from both institutions.

We offer courses including 
Taster Programmes up to Level 
1, Diplomas at Levels 2 and 3, 
and A Levels which are open to 
students from all schools in the 
local area. 

We know that it can be 
difficult to choose the 
right sixth form and 
course. You can get 
more details about our 
courses by calling the 
Course Information 
Team on  
01924 789111.

sixthf rm
at CroftonAcademy
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If you love all animals, small with scales or large and fluffy, studying animal care is 
for you. Animal care is a diverse industry and these courses provide the opportunity 
to work with and care for a range of animals. Plus, with plenty of animal and wildlife 

areas around, there are many job prospects for those with the skills and drive.

We offer specialist facilities for the study of animal care, including a collection of 
exotic and mammalian species. Our partnership with Askham Bryan College in York 
enables our students to gain experience with further species and take advantage of 

their partnership with Flamingo Land zoo.

Animal Care

APPRENTICESHIPS AVAILABLEA
Scan QR code  
for more information  
on Animal Care courses



wakefield.ac.uk/endlessopportunities     25 

Topics studied can include:
Maintaining the health and  
wellbeing of animals

Movement, handling and 
accommodation of animals

Introduction to wildlife and conservation

Animals in the wild and in society

Industrial experience

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1)

English and Maths at Entry Level 3

One 
year

City 
Campus

1

Diploma in Land-based Studies – Animal Care City & Guilds

Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

T

Topics studied can include:
Animal accommodation

Animal behaviour and handling

Animal health and welfare 

Animal feeding

Understand British wildlife species, 
habitats and rehabilitation

Introduction to caring for zoo animals

5 GCSEs A*-D (or new grade 9-3)

OR
Appropriate Level 1 qualification

One 
year

City 
Campus

2

Diploma in Animal Care City & Guilds

T

Topics studied can include:
Animal handling

Welfare

Behaviour

Anatomy 

You’ll also choose a pathway to study 
more specialist units

4 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English Language or Maths and 
preferably science, OR English or Maths at 
grade 3 if not included in the 4 GCSEs

OR
Level 2 Diploma at Merit grade, plus Level 
2 in English and Maths

Two 
years

City 
Campus

Askam 
Bryan

3

Extended Diploma in Animal Management  NPTC / City & Guilds

P

P

       Progression within Wakefield College           Placement           Residential           Day tripsTP R
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This is a fast-paced industry with many exciting and varied career paths.  
Whether you want to be behind the camera or in front of it, working with technology 

or fabric, we have a course that’s right for you. 

Our tutors have extensive industry experience and have developed strong links with 
many local and national organisations, enabling students to undertake live projects 

and exhibit their work regularly throughout the year.

Art, Design & Media

APPRENTICESHIPS AVAILABLEA
Scan QR code  
for more information  
on Art, Design & Media courses
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Topics studied can include:
Drawing

Painting

Printmaking

Textiles

Graphic design and 3D design

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1)

OR
Equivalent qualifications

One 
year

City 
Campus

1

Diploma in Art & Design BTEC Edexcel

Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

T

       Progression within Wakefield College           Placement           Residential           Day tripsTP R

Topics studied can include:
Photography

Film and TV

Graphic design

Audio production

Animation

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1)

OR
Equivalent qualifications

One 
year

City 
Campus

1

Diploma in Creative Media  Pearson BTEC

T

Topics studied can include:
2D and 3D visual recording

3D design

Printmaking

Sculpture

Mixed media

4 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3)

OR
Equivalent qualifications

One 
year

City 
Campus

2

Diploma in Art & Design  OCR (Cambridge Technical)

Topics studied can include:
Introducing media products and audiences

Audio-visual skills

Audio skills

Photography

Planning and production of a media product

Film and TV media

Sound

Graphic design

4 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3)

OR
Equivalent qualifications

One 
year

City 
Campus

2

Diploma in Creative Media  OCR (Cambridge Technical)

T
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Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

First Extended Certificate in Creative Digital Media Production (Games Development) Edexcel BTEC

Topics studied can include:
Planning, developing and publishing a 
self-made game

Digital publishing production

Website production

Digital design for digital media

Digital photography for a media product

Media industry in context

Adobe Photoshop, HTML, CSS, Adobe 
Edge Animate and Adobe InDesign

4 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3), 
including English and Maths

OR
Equivalent qualifications

One 
year

City 
Campus

2

Diploma in Web Design, Development & Digital Marketing City & Guilds/cognitiv

Topics studied can include:
Principles of social media within a business

Principles of keywords and optimisation

Social networking management for a 
business

Using collaborative technologies

Content management system website 
creation

Web development

Creating and optimising content for the web

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4), 
including English Language and Maths

OR
Merit Level 2 Diploma, or equivalent, with 
Level 2 English Language and Maths

You may be required to bring a portfolio of 
your own creative/digital work

One 
year

City 
Campus

3

Extended Diploma in Art & Design Edexcel BTEC

Topics studied can include:
Painting

Sculpture

Printing

Ceramics

Textiles

Portfolio of work

AND
5 GCSEs at A* - C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths, plus a grade 3 
in English or Maths if not included in the 
5 GCSEs

OR
L2 Diploma or equivalent at Merit Grade, 
plus GCSE English or Maths at grade 4, 
plus L1 or L2 English or Maths 

Two 
years

City 
Campus

3

Extended Diploma in Computer Games Design  Edexcel BTEC

Topics studied can include:
2D and 3D games

Game design documents

Drawing skills

3ds Max, Photoshop, Flash, Unreal 
Development Kit and Dreamweaver

5 GCSEs at A* - C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths, plus a grade 3 
in English or Maths if not included in the 
5 GCSEs

OR 
L2 Diploma or equivalent at Merit Grade, 
plus GCSE English or Maths at grade 4, 
plus L1 or L2 English or Maths 

Two 
years

City 
Campus

3

R
T

R
T
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Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

3 City 
Campus

Two 
years

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths, plus a grade 3 
in English or Maths if not included in the 
5 GCSEs

OR
L2 Diploma or equivalent at Merit Grade, 
plus GCSE English or Maths at grade 4, 
plus a L1 or L2 English or Maths 

Topics studied can include:
Camerawork, editing and screenwriting
Interacting with people who help develop 
your work
Working to a commissioned brief
Reflecting on your work
Investigation of historical and contemporary 
contexts in the creative and media arts

Extended Diploma in Creative Digital Media (TV & Film) Edexcel

3 City 
Campus

Two 
years

Portfolio of work

AND
5 GCSEs at A* - C (or new grade 9-4) including 
English or Maths, plus a grade 3 in English or 
Maths if not included in the 5 GCSEs

OR
L2 Diploma or equivalent at Merit Grade, 
plus GCSE English or Maths at grade 4, plus 
L1 or L2 English or Maths 

You’ll study 5 core modules plus a choice 
of specialised units, which can include:
Fabric manipulation

Embroidered textiles

Printed textiles

Fashion visualisation

A final major project –  
application and realisation

Extended Diploma in Fashion Textiles Edexcel BTEC

3 City 
Campus

Two 
years

Portfolio of work
AND
5 GCSEs at A* - C (or new grade 9-4) including 
English or Maths, plus a grade 3 in English or 
Maths if not included in the 5 GCSEs
OR
L2 Diploma or equivalent at Merit Grade, 
plus GCSE English or Maths at grade 4, 
plus L1 or L2 English or Maths 

Topics studied can include:
Digital image

Design for advertising

Packaging design

Typography and layout design

Extended Diploma in Graphic Design Edexcel BTEC

3 City 
Campus

One 
year

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths, plus a grade 3 
in English or Maths if not included in the 
5 GCSEs
OR
L2 Diploma or equivalent at Merit Grade, 
plus GCSE English or Maths at grade 4, 
plus a L1 or L2 English or Maths 

Topics studied can include:
Drawing, painting and mixed-media skills
Space and measurement
Surface and colour theory
Leading to specialist pathways in:
Textiles, surface pattern and fashion design
Visual communication
3D design and crafts
Fine art

Extended Diploma in Photography Edexcel

3 City 
Campus

One 
year

A portfolio of work
AND
L3 Diploma or equivalent in relevant 
subject 

Topics studied can include:
Drawing, painting and mixed media skills
Space, measurement, surface and 
colour theory
Leading to specialist pathways in:
Textiles, surface pattern and fashion design
Visual communication
3D design and crafts
Fine art

Foundation Diploma in Art & Design Edexcel

R
T

R
T

R
T

T

R
T
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Turn your passion into a career, and get your hands dirty by studying an automotive 
course with us. All levels cover both theory and practical, in our dedicated,  

fully equipped workshops at our Castleford Campus.

Our tutors have a wealth of experience, from working in vehicle maintenance 
and repair to race teams and specialist vehicle support. One thing you’ll have in 

common is a passion for all things automotive, which makes for a hugely energetic 
and rewarding learning environment, with great progression to a career or further 

learning with an apprenticeship.

Automotive

APPRENTICESHIPS AVAILABLEA
Scan QR code  
for more information  
on Automotive courses
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Topics studied can include:
Motor vehicle maintenance

Mechanics

Body repair

Motorcycle

GCSEs at E – G

AND
Functional Skills English and Maths 
should be no higher than Entry 3

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

E3

Entry 3 Certificate in Motor Vehicle Studies  City & Guilds

Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
Engine liquid cooling and engine 
lubrication systems

Steering and suspension

Vehicle braking system

Vehicle inspection

Wheel and tyres

Vehicle valeting

Battery and lighting systems

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1) with 
English and Maths at a minimum of Entry 3

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

1

Diploma in Light Vehicle Service & Repair ABC

Topics studied can include:
Engineering

Vehicle inspection

Body repair

Paint refinishing

Steering and suspension

Battery and lighting

Motorcycle maintenance

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1) with 
English and Maths at a minimum  
of Entry 3

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

1

Diploma in Motor Vehicle Body Repair/Refinishing ABC

Topics studied can include:
Health and safety

Correct use of tools and equipment

Basic servicing

Preparation for riding and use

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1) with 
English and Maths at a minimum  
of Entry 3

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

1

Diploma in Motorcycle Studies ABC

Topics studied can include:
Panel repair and preparation techniques

Paint preparation and application

Plastic preparation and repair

Rectification of paint defects

4 or 5 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3) 
with English and Maths at a minimum of 
Entry 3

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

2

Certificate in Body Repair/Refinishing  ABC

T

       Progression within Wakefield College           Placement           Residential           Day tripsTP R

E1 - Entry Level 1     E2- Entry Level 2     E3 - Entry Level 3
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Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Certificate in Motorcycle Maintenance & Repair  ABC

Topics studied can include:
Health and safety

Housekeeping

Remove and replace engine units, 
body panels, auxiliary electrical units 
components

4 or 5 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3) 
with English and Maths at a minimum of 
Entry 3

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

2

Diploma in Vehicle Fitting Principles City & Guilds

Topics studied can include:
Health and safety

Maintaining positive working relationships

Housekeeping

High performance light vehicle tyres

Light vehicle exhaust systems and 
components

Light vehicle suspension dampers  
and springs

Light vehicle braking systems and 
components

4 or 5 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3) 
with English and Maths at a minimum of 
Entry 3

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

2

Diploma in Accident Repair Body Principles  City & Guilds

Topics studied can include:
Advanced body repair techniques

Removing, replacing and repairing vehicle 
body panels

Rectifying vehicle misalignment

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

3

Diploma in Accident Repair Paint Principles City & Guilds

Topics studied can include:
Working with plastics

Preparation techniques

Paint defects

Applying topcoats

Colour matching

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

3

Diploma in Heavy Vehicle Maintenance & Repair City & Guilds

Topics studied can include:
Engines

Chassis

Transmissions

Electrical

Vehicle inspection

Fabrication

Job roles

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

3
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Topics studied can include:
 Vehicle engines

Chassis systems

Auxiliary/electrical systems

Transmission systems

Mandatory vehicle inspections

Vehicle manufacture inspections

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

3

Diploma in Light Vehicle Maintenance & Repair City & Guilds

Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
Engine systems

Chassis systems

Transmission and driveline

Electrical systems

Health and safety

Materials

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

3

Diploma in Motorcycle Maintenance & Repair City & Guilds

P
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Take your first steps towards a career in business with courses taught by dedicated 
professionals. Practical application is the key to studying business with us, and our 
students gain valuable business, office, and information technology skills which are 

attractive to employers.

Business

APPRENTICESHIPS AVAILABLEA
Scan QR code  
for more information  
on Business courses
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Topics studied can include:
Planning and running an enterprise activity

Investigating rights and responsibilities 
at work

Communicating electronically

Creating business documents

Recording business transactions

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1) 
with English and Maths at a minimum 
of Entry 3

One 
year

City 
Campus

1

Diploma in Business Administration Edexcel Pearson BTEC

Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
Finance for business

Principles of marketing

Promoting a brand

Principles of customer service

Recruitment and selection

Visual merchandising

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths

One 
year

City 
Campus

3

First Extended Certificate in Business  Edexcel BTEC

Topics studied can include:
The business environment

Introduction to marketing

Retail and supply chain organisation

Event management

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths

Two 
years

City 
Campus

3

Diploma in Business BTEC

Topics studied can include:
Communication and employability skills 
for IT and business environments

Fundamentals of computer systems

Business information systems

Impact of the use of IT on business systems

Plus,
Spreadsheets and databases

Digital graphics

E-Commerce and website production

IT technical support 

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths

Two 
years

Castleford 
Campus

3

Diploma in Business and IT  Edexcel

Topics studied can include:
The business environment

Introduction to marketing

Retail and supply chain organisation

Event management

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths

Two 
years

City 
Campus

3

Extended Diploma in Business BTEC

       Progression within Wakefield College           Placement           Residential           Day tripsTP R
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Many families rely on professional childcare to help balance work and family 
responsibilities, which makes childcare a growing sector with many opportunities.

Our childcare courses have been developed by experienced professionals and will 
help you channel your passion for working with children into a thriving career.

Our courses include a substantial amount of work placement experience with 
excellent links to local nurseries, schools and day care providers, helping you to 

choose a progression route within the area which interests you most.

Childcare  
& Early Years

APPRENTICESHIPS AVAILABLEA
Scan QR code  
for more information on Childcare  
& Early Years courses
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Topics studied can include:
Caring for children

Personal and social development

2 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1)One 
year

City 
Campus 

Castleford 
Campus

E3

Caring for Children CACHE

Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
Aspects of the childcare and health and 
social care sectors

Practical skills in care

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1)One 
year

City 
Campus

1

Diploma in Introduction to Health, Social Care and Children’s and Young People’s Settings  CACHE

Topics studied can include:
Supporting children’s play 

Healthy lifestyles for children

Understanding legislation

Supporting the needs of a child  
preparing for school

Physical care routines for children

The role of an early years practitioner 

Observation, assessment and planning

Supporting children’s behaviour

4 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3)One 
year

City 
Campus 

Castleford 
Campus

2

Certificate in an Introduction to Early Years Education and Care CACHE

P

Topics studied can include:
Children’s health and wellbeing

Development from conception to  
age 7 years

Working with young children

Play and learning

Supporting children with additional needs

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including both English and Maths

Two 
years

City 
Campus 

Castleford 
Campus

3

Certificate/Diploma in Childcare and Education (Early Years Educator)  CACHE

       Progression within Wakefield College           Placement           Residential           Day tripsTP R
E1 - Entry Level 1     E2- Entry Level 2     E3 - Entry Level 3
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ICT is an important part in all of our lives, from linking up the country through 
networks to writing an email. Not only is there a wide range of careers in the  

IT industry, completing a course can help underpin knowledge and development  
in other subjects.

Our courses provide a broad foundation of knowledge, practical skills and 
employability skills, using the latest news and developments from the sector.

Computing

APPRENTICESHIPS AVAILABLEA
Scan QR code  
for more information on  
Computing courses
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Topics studied can include:
Using the internet and mobile devices
Planning and participating in an event
Creating digital images
Microsoft Office software

GCSEs at E – G

AND
Functional Skills English and Maths should 
be no higher than Entry 3

One 
year

City 
Campus

E3

Entry 3 Vocational Studies – IT Pearson BTEC

Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
Developing web products
Creative multimedia
Graphic art and design 
Coding

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1) with 
English and Maths at a minimum of Entry 3

One 
year

City 
Campus

1

Diploma in Digital Applications Edexcel BTEC

Topics studied can include:
The online world
Technology systems
A digital portfolio
Software, spreadsheet, database and 
website development
Installing and maintaining  
computer hardware

4 or 5 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3) 
with English and Maths at a minimum of 
Entry 3

Two 
years

City 
Campus

2

First Extended Certificate in Information and Creative Technology Edexcel BTEC

Topics studied can include:
Communication and employability skills 
for IT and business environments
Fundamentals of computer systems
Business information systems
Impact of the use of IT on business systems

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths

Two 
years

Castleford 
Campus

3
Diploma in Business and IT Edexcel

Topics studied can include:
Communication and employability skills
Computer systems and networks
Information systems
Communication technologies
IT technical support

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths

Two 
years

City 
Campus

3

Extended Diploma in Computing/IT BTEC

       Progression within Wakefield College           Placement           Residential           Day tripsTP R
E1 - Entry Level 1     E2- Entry Level 2     E3 - Entry Level 3

Diploma in Web Design, Development & Digital Marketing City & Guilds/cognitive

Topics studied can include:
Principles of keywords and optimisation
Social networking management for a business
Using collaborative technologies
Content management system website creation
Web development
Creating and optimising content for the web

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4), 
including English Language and Maths

OR
Merit Level 2 Diploma, or equivalent, with 
Level 2 English Language and Maths

You may be required to bring a portfolio of 
your own creative/digital work

One 
year

City 
Campus

3
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Construction is one of the UK’s major industries and a crucial part of Wakefield’s 
local economy. Traditional disciplines like carpentry, brickwork, electrical installation 
and plumbing remain core skills, but technology has become important too, and our 

construction students can be found using computers as often as hammers or trowels!

The Civil Engineering sector is vast, ranging from the construction and design  
of roads and bridges, to the rail network, utilities, coastal and flood defences, to 

name but a few areas. 

Studying with us expands your theoretical knowledge of the industry and also 
gets you learning skills hands-on in live working environments and working with 

employers to study local projects.

Construction & 
Civil Engineering

APPRENTICESHIPS AVAILABLEA
Scan QR code  
for more information on Construction  
& Civil Engineering courses
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Topics studied can include:
Construction technology
Health and safety
How to read and produce drawings
Basic blocklaying and bricklaying skills
Basic cavity walling

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1)

AND
Working at a minimum Entry Level 3 in 
both English and Maths

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

Lightwaves

1

Diploma in Brickwork CSkills/City & Guilds

Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
Health and safety
Hand tools and powered hand tools
Basic woodworking joints
Access equipment
Workplace relationships and organising 
and planning work

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1)

AND
Working at a minimum Entry Level 3 in 
both English and Maths

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

Lightwaves

1

Diploma in Carpentry and Joinery CSkills/City & Guilds

Topics studied can include:
Structure of the construction industry
Fundamental safe working practice
Environmental and sustainability 
measures in domestic dwellings
Site preparation 
Electrical installation, wiring and 
termination
Fabrication techniques
Electrical science and technology

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1)

AND
Working at a minimum Entry Level 3 in 
both English and Maths

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

1

Diploma in Electrical  City & Guilds

Topics studied can include:
Installation, repair and maintenance of 
plumbing systems
Above ground drainage and pipework 
(copper, plastic, low carbon steel)
Plumbing science

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1)

AND
Working at a minimum Entry Level 3 in 
both English and Maths

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

1

Diploma in Plumbing City & Guilds

Topics studied can include:
Level 1:
Information, quantities and 
communicating with others
Building methods and construction 
technology
Safe working practices in construction
Preparing surfaces and materials to  
apply plaster
Producing components from moulds
Level 2:
Apply plaster materials to internal surfaces
Apply render materials to external surfaces

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1)

AND
Working at a minimum Entry Level 3 in 
both English and Maths

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

1
2

Diploma in Plastering CSkills

       Progression within Wakefield College           Placement           Residential           Day tripsTP R
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Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
Health and safety requirements on site 
and construction of site barrier protection
Domestic drainage
Construction foundations, slabs and paths

4 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3), 
including English and Maths

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

Lightwaves

2

Certificate in Construction Operations City & Guilds

Topics studied can include:
Key plumbing principles
Hot and cold water systems
Central heating systems
Fitting of a complete bathroom suite
Installation of a tank and cylinder 

4 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4), 
including English, Maths and a science

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

2

Diploma in Basic Plumbing and Heating City & Guilds

Topics studied can include:
Health and safety
Information, quantities and 
communicating with others
Building methods and construction 
technology
Set up and operate cutting and shaping 
machinery
Manufacturing routine joinery products

4 GCSEs grade A*-D (or new grade 9-3), 
including English and Maths 

AND
A suitable L1 qualification in Carpentry  
and Joinery

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

2

Diploma in Bench Joinery CSkills

Topics studied can include:
Construction of solid and cavity walling
Technical drawing
Technology
Health and safety
Site procedures

4 GCSEs grade A*-D (or new grade 9-3), 
including English and Maths 

AND
A suitable L1 qualification in Carpentry  
and Joinery

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

Lightwaves

2

Diploma in Brickwork CSkills

Topics studied can include:
Principles of electrical science
Electrical installations technology
Installation of wiring systems and 
enclosures
Health and safety in building services 
engineering

4 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4), 
including English Language, Maths and 
preferably a science subject

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

2

Diploma in Electrical Installation  City & Guilds
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Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
First fixing operations
Maintenance to non-structural  
carpentry work
Second fixing operations
Structural carcassing operations
Health, safety and welfare 
Prepare and use carpentry and joinery 
portable power tools
Construction technology 
Understanding information, quantities 
and communication with others

4 GCSEs A*-D (or new grade 9-3), 
including English and Maths

AND
A suitable L1 Site Carpentry qualification

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

2

Diploma in Site Carpentry CSkills

Topics studied can include:
How to design and how to produce 
drawings and specifications
How to plan, organise and control 
resources used in the civil engineering 
sector
How to survey a site and then use the 
information from the survey to calculate 
quantities 
How to set out works for construction
How to measure works, estimate 
quantities and tender for civil  
engineering work

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4), 
including English, Maths and a science 
subject. A grade B in maths is preferred

One 
year

City 
Campus

Castleford 
Campus

3

90-credit Diploma Construction and the Built Environment (Civil Engineering Pathway)  Pearson Edexcel

Topics studied can include:
How to design and how to produce 
drawings and specifications
How to plan, organise and control 
resources used in construction
How to survey a site and then use the 
information from the survey to calculate 
quantities 
How to measure works, estimate 
quantities and tender for  
construction work

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4), 
including English, Maths, and a  
science subject

One 
year

City 
Campus

Castleford 
Campus

3

90-credit Diploma Construction and the Built Environment (Construction Pathway) Pearson Edexcel
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Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
The construction of solid and cavity 
walling
Technical drawing
Technology
Health and safety
Site procedures

4 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3), 
including English and Maths

AND
An appropriate L2 Brickwork qualification

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

3

Diploma in Brickwork CSkills

Topics studied can include:
Sustainable construction
Maths in construction and the built 
environment
Surveying
Health, safety and welfare
Science and materials in construction 
and the built environment
Construction technology and design 
Project management
Structural mechanics

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4), 
including English, higher tier Maths and a 
science subject

Two 
years

City 
Campus

Castleford 
Campus

3

Extended Diploma in Construction and the Built Environment (Civil Engineering)  Edexcel BTEC

Topics studied can include:
How to design and how to produce 
drawings and specifications
How construction impacts on the 
environment
Addressing health and safety in the 
construction sector

4 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3), 
including English, Maths and a  
science subject

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

3

Subsidiary Diploma Construction and the Built Environment Edexcel BTEC
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Engineering
There is a shortage of qualified engineers in Britain today, and this is a career 

that can take you places. We’re at the forefront of delivering modern engineering 
courses, with our excellent facilities, and strong links with industry on both a 

regional and international level.

You’ll get the chance to learn practical skills such as IT and CAD CAM, as well 
as mechanical engineering, engineering maintenance, electrical and electronic 

engineering, plant engineering, fabrications and welding.

APPRENTICESHIPS AVAILABLEA
Scan QR code  
for more information on  
Engineering courses
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Topics studied can include:
Working safely and effectively
Using and communicating technical 
information 
Making components using hand tools 
and fitting techniques
Using lathes for turning operations
Fabrication of thick plate
MIG welding

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1) 
with English and Maths at a minimum 
of Entry 3

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

1

Performing Engineering Operations EAL/EMTA

Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
Engineering environment awareness
Engineering techniques and principles 
Fabrication and welding principles
Organisational efficiency and 
improvement
MMA, MIG/MAGS and TIG welding
Platework fabrication and managing 
fabrication activities

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1) 
with English and Maths at a minimum  
of Entry 3

One 
year

City 
Campus

1

Certificate in Engineering Technology (Fabrication & Welding)  EAL/EMTA

Topics studied can include:
The engineered world
Investigating an engineered product
Interpreting and using engineering 
information
Maths for engineers
Electronic circuit design and construction
Computer numerical control 
programming
Electronic and mechanical science 
Engineering materials
Engineering design

4 or 5 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3) 
with English and Maths at a minimum of 
Entry 3

One 
year

City 
Campus

2

First Extended Certificate in Engineering  Edexcel BTEC

Topics studied can include:
Fitting
Machining
Welding
Sheet metal
Gas cutting
Thick plate fabrication

4 or 5 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3) 
with English and Maths at a minimum of 
Entry 3

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

2

Performing Engineering Operations EAL/EMTA

       Progression within Wakefield College           Placement           Residential           Day tripsTP R
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Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
Health and safety
Maths
Mechanical principles and applications
Electrical and electronic principles
Engineering materials
Engineering drawing
Electro-pneumatic and hydraulic systems
Principles and application of  
electronic devices

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths

Two 
years

Castleford 
Campus

3

90-credit Diploma in Engineering Edexcel BTEC

Topics studied can include:
Health and safety
Maths
Mechanical principles and applications
Electrical and electronic principles
Engineering materials
Engineering drawing
Electro-pneumatic and hydraulic systems
Principles and application of  
electronic devices

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths

Two 
years

Castleford 
Campus

3

Extended Diploma Electrical and Electronic Engineering Edexcel BTEC

Topics studied can include:
Health and safety
Maths
Mechanical principles and applications
Electrical and electronic principles
Engineering materials
Engineering drawing
Electro-pneumatic and hydraulic systems
Principles and application of  
electronic devices

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths

Two 
years

Castleford 
Campus

3

Extended Diploma in Mechanical Engineering Edexcel BTEC
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UV
“I’m lucky enough to be doing an apprenticeship 

with Mars. The course is very enjoyable and 
the tutors are supportive and make it fun. I’ve 

enjoyed my time here so much, I plan on coming 
back for two more years to study mechanical and 

electrical engineering.”

Joseph Banks   
Level 3 Performing  

Engineering Operations
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ESOL
If your first language is not English, this course will give you an opportunity to improve 

your English skills, including speaking, listening, reading and writing. 

You will also have the chance to take maths, personal and social  
development and ICT classes.

We give you a mix of classroom-based and practical activities, including class 
discussions, interviews and role-play to make sure you are confident in your language 

skills to progress onto employment or further study in College.
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Entry requirementsDurationCampusLevel What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
Holidays and travel
Education
Hobbies and free time 
English grammar
Vocabulary building
Conversations
Pronunciation
Reading and writing

No formal entry requirementsOne 
year

City 
Campus

E1
E2
E3
1

The ESOL Bridging Programme (English for Speakers of Other Languages) City & Guilds

“I have only been in England for a year and couldn’t speak a word of English 
when I arrived. I can now speak, read and write in English. This is very 

important because I need to be able to do all of those things so that I can 
apply for university and study to be a doctor, which is what I want to do.

If I can do it, anyone can do it. I really like Wakefield College and I’m really 
going to miss my teacher. I’ve found the best Maths teacher in the world!” 

Joakim Mbarga Aboudi
ESOL Level 1 English and Functional Skills Level 2 Maths

       Progression within Wakefield College           Placement           Residential           Day tripsTP R
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If you want to further develop your independence, confidence and personal and 
social skills, as well as gaining skills that could help you to progress towards 

employment or further study, our Foundation Learning Excellence courses could be 
the right choice for you.

FLEX

Scan QR code  
for more information  
on FLEX courses

The Prince’s Trust
Plus, we’re pleased to offer The Prince’s Trust Award, a 12-week course for young 

people aged 16-25, who are unemployed and need to learn, develop and practise skills 
for employment. The course is free and doesn’t affect Job Seekers Allowance (JSA).
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Topics studied can include:
Personal relationships in adulthood

Safeguarding self in adulthood 

Rights and responsibilities

Advanced travel skills

Independent living skills

Social and personal skills

Skills for employment 

Communication and literacy

Numeracy

No formal entry requirementsFlexibleThornes 
Park

E1
E2
E3

FLEX Access to Independence 

Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
Independent living skills

Independent travel

Social and personal skills

Skills for employment 

Aspects of adulthood

Communication and literacy

Numeracy

No formal entry requirements

Open to commissioned placements by  
the local authority

FlexibleThornes 
Park

E1
E2
E3

FLEX LifeSkills

Topics studied can include:
Personal and social skills

Employability skills

Maths and numeracy

English and literacy

Vocational options

No formal entry requirementsFlexibleCity 
Campus

Castleford 
Campus

E2
E3

FLEX VOTE

       Progression within Wakefield College           Placement           Residential           Day tripsTP R
E1 - Entry Level 1     E2- Entry Level 2     E3 - Entry Level 3

T

T

T

Topics studied can include:
Learn, develop and practise the skills 
required for employment

Prepare learners for further education 
programmes, apprenticeships and other 
work-based learning

Work experience

English and maths skills

No formal entry requirements12 
Weeks

Lightwaves 1

The Prince’s Trust Award and Certificate in Employment, Teamwork and Community Skills  The Prince’s Trust

P
R
T

Topics studied can include:
Developing your skills to prepare for 
employability through a variety of 
learning and experience

English and Maths

No formal entry requirements

Open to commissioned placements by 
local authority

One 
year

City 
Campus

E1
E2
E3

Ready Get SET

T

P
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Students learning practical skills in hair and beauty can achieve professional status 
and enter the top level of the beauty industry, perhaps as a salon manager or owner.

You can practise your customer service skills, and show off your talents in our 
professional salon, Elements, where you can provide hair and beauty services to 

paying members of the public.

We offer an exciting range of additional activities including visits to trade exhibitions 
and the opportunity to undertake specialist training from external companies.  

What better way to start your career!

Hair & Beauty

APPRENTICESHIPS AVAILABLEA
Scan QR code  
for more information  
on Hair & Beauty courses
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Topics studied can include:
Introduction to the hair and beauty sector

Presenting a professional image in a salon

Health and safety

Manicures

Facials

Make-up

Themed face painting

Shampooing and conditioning hair

Hair plaiting

Styling and dressing women’s hair

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1)One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

1

Diploma in Combined Hair & Beauty  VTCT

Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

T
Topics studied can include:
Health and safety

Reception and client care

Facials

Waxing

Manicure and pedicure

Make-up and eye treatments

5 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3)

OR
Level 1 Beauty Therapy, plus Level 1 
Functional Skills in English and Maths

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

2

Diploma in Beauty Therapy Studies VTCT

Topics studied can include:
Applying make-up

Health and safety

Eyelash and brow treatments

Facial skin care

Waxing techniques

Salon reception duties

Client care and communication

Manicure and pedicure treatments

Hairdressing techniques

5 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3)

OR
Level 1 Hairdressing or Beauty Therapy, 
plus Level 1 Functional Skills in English and 
Maths

Two 
years

Castleford 
Campus

2

Diploma in Combined Hair and Beauty VTCT

Topics studied can include:
Advising and consulting with clients

Shampooing and conditioning hair  
and scalp

The art of dressing hair

Cutting, and colouring

Developing team work

Health and safety

5 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3)

OR
Level 1 Hairdressing, plus Level 1 
Functional Skills in English and Maths

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

2

Diploma in Hairdressing Studies VTCT

T

       Progression within Wakefield College           Placement           Residential           Day tripsTP R
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Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
Monitor and maintain health and safety 
practice in the salon

Client care and communication in beauty 
related industries

Provide body massage 

Provide facial electrotherapy treatments

Provide body electrotherapy treatments

Microdermabrasion 

Apply individual permanent lashes

Level 2 Beauty Therapy

AND
Level 2 Functional Skills in English and 
Maths

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

3

Diploma in Beauty Therapy Studies VTCT

T

T

Topics studied can include:
Promote and sell products and services 
to clients

Monitor and maintain health and safety 
practice in the salon

Cut women’s hair to create a variety  
of looks

Style and dress hair using a variety of 
techniques

Colour hair to create a variety of looks

Hairdressing consultation support for 
colleagues

Level 2 Diploma in Hairdressing

AND
Level 2 Functional Skills in English and Maths

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

3

Diploma in Hairdressing Studies VTCT

Topics studied can include:
Monitor and maintain health and safety 
practice in the salon

Client care and communication

Promoting products and services to clients

Instruction on make-up application

Apply make-up

Camouflage make-up

Face and body art

Fashion and photographic make-up

Media make-up

Airbrush make-up

Level 2 Beauty Therapy or Level 2 
Hairdressing

OR
A/AS Level Art, plus Level 2 Functional 
Skills in English and Maths

One 
year

Castleford 
Campus

3

Diploma in Make-up Artistry Studies VTCT

P

P

P
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UV
“I’ve enjoyed dealing with clients and 
getting the chance to sit and chat to 

them while I provide a service.  
It’s quite relaxing really!”

Danni Keighley 
L3 Diploma in Hairdressing
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Health & Social Care
Working in the care sector will put you in the heart of your community, and draws in 
passionate young people who believe in helping others. Our courses are designed to 
give you the skills you’ll need whether your aim is to work in a specialist facility such 

as a nursing home or within a home-based service.

After completing your study you may be able to progress straight to employment 
in care homes, community or health settings or with further study and training 
you may go into careers such as social work, residential care management, and 

related occupations.

APPRENTICESHIPS AVAILABLEA
Scan QR code  
for more information on  
Health & Social Care courses
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P

Topics studied can include:
Aspects of the childcare and health and 
social care sectors

Practical skills in care

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1)One 
year

City 
Campus

1

Diploma in Introduction to Health, Social Care and Children’s and Young People’s Settings CACHE

Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
Equality, diversity and rights in health and 
social care

Human growth and development

Safeguarding and protection in health 
and social care

Communication in health and social care 

Working in health and social care

4 GCSEs A*-D (or new grade 9-3)One 
year

City 
Campus

2

Extended Diploma in Health and Social Care CACHE

P
Topics studied can include:
Equality, diversity and rights

Reflective practice

Empowerment in health and social care

Anatomy and physiology

Research skills for health

Human growth and development

Safeguarding

Infection prevention and control

Psychological perspectives

Working in health and social care 

Personal and professional development

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4), 
including both English and Maths 

OR
GCSE 9-4 in English or Maths, plus a 
grade 3 or Functional Skills L2 in the other 
subject

One 
year

City 
Campus

3

Certificate and Extended Diploma in Health and Social Care CACHE

       Progression within Wakefield College           Placement           Residential           Day tripsTP R
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Horticulture
Horticulture is an industry and a science, with a shortage of workers to look after 

public parks, gardens, nurseries and allotments.

You’ll learn by building up skills, professional techniques and knowledge by working 
in greenhouses, growing grounds, planting containers and lawns, and maintaining 

College grounds at the City Campus where you’ll also study theory subjects.

Scan QR code  
for more information on  
Horticulture courses
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Topics studied can include:
Health and safety

Transporting supplies of physical resources

Maintaining structures and surfaces

Planting and establishing plants

Maintenance of equipment

The vegetative propagation of plants

The propagation of plants from seeds

Identifying the presence of, and 
controlling common pests and diseases

Preparation of growing media

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1)One 
year

City 
Campus

Thornes 
Park 
Nursery

1

Diploma in Work-Based Horticulture City & Guilds

Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
Health and safety

Preparing ground for seeding and planting

Establishing plants and or seeds in soil

Plant nomenclature, terminology and 
identification

Establishing crops or plants in  
growing medium

Monitor and report on the growth and 
development of crops and plants

Loading and transporting physical 
resources

Propagation material

Propagate plants from seed

5 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3)

OR
Level 1 Horticulture qualification

One 
year

City 
Campus

Thornes 
Park 
Nursery

2

Diploma in Work-Based Horticulture City & Guilds

       Progression within Wakefield College           Placement           Residential           Day tripsTP R
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Hospitality & Catering

Build up a repertoire of skills and techniques within lessons and apply these skills 
providing service within the student refectory and in Gaskell’s, our on-site  

award-winning restaurant, and at various events across the District.

There are plenty of opportunities to enter internal and external competitions, 
such as The Golden Apron, and during Level 2 there’s an opportunity for learners 

to attend a residential trip abroad and for some students to attend a work 
placement in the 5* Hilton Hotel Malta.

APPRENTICESHIPS AVAILABLEA
Scan QR code  
for more information on  
Hospitality & Catering courses
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T
Topics studied can include:
Introduction to the hospitality industry

Customer service in the hospitality industry

Community action

Food service

Preparing and serving drinks

Basic food preparation and cooking

Introduction to food commodities

Introduction to healthy eating

Front office operations

Food safety

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1) with 
English and Maths at a minimum of Entry 3

One 
year

City 
Campus

1

Diploma in Vocational Studies – Hospitality and Catering VTCT

Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
Health and safety

Legislation in food and beverage service

Customer service

Investigating the hospitality industry

Food service

Prepare and cook meat and offal, 
shellfish, poultry and fruit and vegetables

Produce paste products

Produce hot and cold desserts and puddings

4 or 5 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3) 
with English and Maths at a minimum of 
Entry 3

One 
year

City 
Campus

2

Diploma in Food, Beverage and Professional Cookery Studies VTCT

R
P

Topics studied can include:
Hospitality business operations

Food service organisation 

Principles of healthy eating

E-business

Health, safety and security 

Hospitality events and industry

European cuisine

Marketing

Food service operations

Asian cuisine

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths

One 
year

City 
Campus

3

90-credit Diploma in Hospitality  BTEC/Edexcel

R

Topics studied can include:
The principles of food safety supervision 
for catering

Advanced skills and techniques in 
producing, meat dishes, poultry and 
game dishes, fish and shellfish dishes, 
vegetable and vegetarian dishes

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths

One 
year

City 
Campus

3

Diploma in Advanced Professional Cookery (Kitchen and Larder)  VTCT

       Progression within Wakefield College           Placement           Residential           Day tripsTP R
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Music

Our School of Popular Music has a mix of students and music interests and 
a strong reputation for developing highly successful, rounded musicians and 

industry professionals.

If you don’t see yourself as a performer, careers extend well beyond taking to 
the stage. You may aspire to a career as a sound engineer, songwriter, producer, 
promoter, teacher, manager, backline technician, sound designer, or composer. 

Whatever your enthusiasm, you’ll spend your time working on practical activities 
and in groups, with plenty of opportunities to display your skills.

Scan QR code  
for more information  
on Music courses
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Topics studied can include:
Communicating as a member of a band 
and developing music material

How to compose your own music

How to operate studio equipment, record 
and mix a recording

How to record live music and perform to a 
live recording

4 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3) or 
equivalent qualifications

AND
Interview and audition

One 
year

Thornes 
Park 
Campus

2

Extended Certificate in Music Practitioners (Performance) Rockschool 

Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
History of popular music

How the business is structured

How to use music technology

Performance 

Interview and audition 

AND
5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths, plus a grade 3 
in English or Maths if not included in the 
5 GCSEs

OR
L2 Diploma or equivalent at Merit Grade, 
plus GCSE English or Maths at Grade 4, 
plus a L1 or L2 English or Maths 

Two 
years

Thornes 
Park 
Campus

3

Extended Diploma in Music (Performance) Edexcel BTEC 

Topics studied can include:
Operate studio equipment, record and 
mix a recording

Compose in different musical styles

Produce music reviews and articles

Successfully advertise and promote music

Compose music for film/TV/
computer games

Create and design sound effects 

Interview and audition 

AND
5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths, plus a grade 3 
in English or Maths if not included in the 
5 GCSEs

OR
L2 Diploma or equivalent at Merit Grade, 
plus GCSE English or Maths at Grade 4, 
plus a L1 or L2 English or Maths 

Two 
years

Thornes 
Park 
Campus

3

Extended Diploma in Music Technology Rockschool Rockschool

T
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Performing Arts
The performing arts industries are among the toughest but most rewarding arenas 
you can work in. Based at the Waterton building, home of the Mechanics’ Theatre, 

the courses include many opportunities for trips and workshops, with great 
industry links to Theatre Royal Wakefield.

You could have a satisfying and fulfilling career as a performer, director, or 
choreographer; or inspiring others through teaching and workshop leadership.

What makes our courses special is that you’ll have the chance to showcase  
your skills in numerous performances throughout the year as the start of a lifelong 

and exciting career.

Scan QR code  
for more information  
on Performing Arts courses
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Topics studied can include:
Exploring acting, dance and music 
performance skills

Preparing and presenting performing  
arts work

Professional development and working in 
the performing arts industry

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1) or 
equivalent qualifications

Up to 
one 
year

Waterton 
Building

1

Diploma in Performing Arts  Edexcel BTEC  

Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

T

Topics studied can include:
Performance skills in singing,  
dancing and acting

Exploring different performances 
including musical theatre

Learning how the industry works

4 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3) or 
equivalent qualifications
AND
Satisfactory interview/audition

One 
year

Waterton 
Building

2

First Extended Certificate in Performing Arts (Performance) Edexcel BTEC  

T

Topics studied can include:
Techniques in acting, vocal and  
movement skills

Performance styles

Developing work for performance

Major productions

Performance tour

Satisfactory interview/audition 
AND
5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) including 
English or Maths, plus a grade 3 in English or 
Maths if not included in the 5 GCSEs
OR
L2 Diploma or equivalent at Merit Grade, 
plus GCSE English or Maths at grade 4, 
plus a L1 or L2 English or Maths

Two 
years

Waterton 
Building

3

Extended Diploma in Performing Arts (Acting) Edexcel BTEC  

R

Topics studied can include:
Choreographing principles

Developing contemporary dance technique

Applying classical ballet technique

Jazz dance

Tap dance

The historical context of performance 

Satisfactory interview/audition 
AND

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths, plus a grade 3 
in English or Maths if not included in the 
5 GCSEs
OR
L2 Diploma or equivalent at Merit Grade, 
plus GCSE English or Maths at grade 4, 
plus a L1 or L2 English or Maths

Two  
years

Waterton 
Building

3

Extended Diploma in Performing Arts (Dance) Edexcel BTEC  

R
T

Topics studied can include:
Developing skills in singing, dancing  
and acting

Working as part of an ensemble

Developing work for performance 

Satisfactory interview/audition 
AND
5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths, plus a grade 3 
in English or Maths if not included in the 
5 GCSEs
OR
L2 Diploma or equivalent at Merit Grade, 
plus GCSE English or Maths at grade 4, 
plus a L1 or L2 English or Maths 

Two  
years

Waterton 
Building

3

Extended Diploma in Performing Arts (Musical Theatre) Edexcel BTEC  

T
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Public Services
Life in the public services can be challenging, rewarding, interesting, and exciting 

and you will require a variety of skills, knowledge, and expertise to succeed.

These practical courses with a mixture of classroom sessions will help you with 
skills, such as communication and leadership skills, and provide activities and 

visits to develop fitness, confidence and teamwork.

Scan QR code  
for more information  
on Public Services courses
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Topics studied can include:
Health and fitness 

Taking part in exercise and fitness

Public service group project

Taking part in sport

Searching for a job

Conduct at work

Investigating rights and responsibilities 
at work

Managing your health at work

Personal and social skills

Entry Level 2 in both Maths and EnglishOne 
year

City 
Campus

E3

Sports and Public Services Edexcel  

Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
Outdoor activities

Map reading and navigation

Wellbeing and physical fitness

Team working skills

Employment opportunities

3 GCSEs A*-G (or new grade 9-1)One 
year

Lightwaves

Castleford 
Campus

1

Diploma in Public Services Edexcel  

T

Topics studied can include:
Investigate employment in the  
uniformed services

Physical fitness for the uniformed services

Team working and problem solving skills

Health, safety and hygiene

Follow uniformed service routine

4 GCSEs A*-D (or new grade 9-3)

OR
Level 1 qualification, plus Level 1 
Functional skills in English or Maths

One 
year

City 
Campus

2

Diploma for Entry to the Uniformed Public Services NCFE  

R
T

Topics studied can include:
The role and work of the public services

Working skills in the public service sector

Employability skills

Citizenship, society and the public services

Land navigation by map and compass 

Multi-day expedition experience

5 GCSEs A*-D (or new grade 9-3)

OR
Level 1 qualification, plus Level 1 
Functional skills in English or Maths

One 
year

City 
Campus

Lightwaves

2

Diploma in Public Services  Edexcel BTEC  

R
T
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Topics studied can include:
Map reading

Fitness for the public services 

Legal aspects 

Leadership and teamwork

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4), 
including English and/or Maths 

PLUS 
Level 1 Functional Skills  in English and/or 
Maths if not included in the GCSEs

One 
year

City 
Campus

3

Diploma for Entry to the Uniformed Services  NCFE

R
T

E1 - Entry Level 1     E2- Entry Level 2     E3 - Entry Level 3
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Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
Planning for and management of major 
incidents

Health and fitness for the public services

Law and the legal system

Outdoor activities and expeditions

Leadership and teamwork

Understanding discipline

Citizenship and Government policies

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4), 
including English and/or Maths 

PLUS 
Level 1 Functional Skills  in English and/or 
Maths if not included in the GCSEs

Two 
years

Lightwaves3

Diploma in Uniformed Public Services   Edexcel BTEC

T

Topics studied can include:
Planning for and management of major 
incidents

Health and fitness for the public services

Law and the legal system

Outdoor activities and expeditions

Leadership and teamwork

Understanding discipline

Citizenship and Government policies

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4), 
including English and/or Maths 

PLUS 
Level 1 Functional Skills  in English and/or 
Maths if not included in the GCSEs

Two 
years

Lightwaves3

Extended Diploma in Uniformed Public Services  Edexcel BTEC

T
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Science

More employers are looking for well-qualified people to work within the STEM 
field (science, technology, engineering and maths). Whatever your ambitions, 
the applied sciences will help to sharpen your skills for further study and offer a 

route to a wide variety of careers.

But it’s not just classroom-based; we offer visits to university science faculties for 
workshops and seminars, visits and fairs to see science in action and the chance 

to enter competitions.
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Topics studied can include:
Chemistry and our Earth

Energy and our universe

Biology and our environment

Application of chemical substances

Application of physical science

4 or 5 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3) 
with English and Maths at a minimum of 
Entry 3

One 
year

City 
Campus

2

First Extended Certificate in Applied Science  Edexcel BTEC  

Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
Physiology of human body systems

Medical physics techniques

Energy changes, sources, and 
applications

Genetics and genetic engineering

Chemical laboratory techniques

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4) 
including English or Maths

Two 
years

City 
Campus

3

Extended Diploma in Applied Science  Edexcel BTEC  

T

T
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Sport

There are countless career opportunities for people with knowledge and 
qualifications in sport science, development, coaching or fitness, and there is 

a huge demand for qualified people in all areas of sport as the UK builds on the 
legacy of various sporting events such as the Olympics, the Rugby League and 

Rugby Union World Cups.

Whatever your aspirations, our sport courses give you a range of skills and 
knowledge required for progression within the sports industry, providing both 
practical and academic challenges which will prepare you for employment or 

further education opportunities.

The College is equipped with a range of bespoke facilities including a sports 
laboratory, sports therapy suites, a strength and conditioning gym of international 

quality, working fitness gyms, studio sports pitches and a massage suite.

APPRENTICESHIPS AVAILABLEA
Scan QR code  
for more information  
on Sport courses
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Topics studied can include:
Health and fitness 

Taking part in exercise and fitness

Public service group project

Taking part in sport

Searching for a job

Conduct at work

Investigating rights and responsibilities 
at work

Managing your health at work

Personal and social skills

Entry Level 2 in both Maths and EnglishOne 
year

City 
Campus

E3

Sports and Public Services  Edexcel  

Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
Well-being and physical fitness

Personal effectiveness

Employment opportunities

Practical sport

Sports coaching

3 GCSEs at A*-G (or new grade 9-1)One 
year

City 
Campus

Lightwaves

1

Diploma in Sport and Active Leisure  Edexcel BTEC

T

Topics studied can include:
Plan, deliver and evaluate sport and 
leisure activities

Participating in sport

Health and safety

Injuries in sport

5 GCSEs A*-D (or new grade 9-3) 

OR
Level 1 qualification, plus Level 1 
Functional skills in English or Maths

One 
year

Lightwaves2

Diploma in Sport  City & Guilds

T

Topics studied can include:
Participating in sport

Anatomy and physiology for exercise

Introduction to healthy exercise and 
nutrition

Taking part in sport

Sports coaching

Developing sporting skills and tactical 
awareness

4 GCSEs A*-D (or new grade 9-3) 

OR
Level 1 qualification, plus Level 1 
Functional skills in English or Maths

One 
year

City 
Campus

2

Diploma in Sports  NCFE

T

E1 - Entry Level 1     E2- Entry Level 2     E3 - Entry Level 3
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Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

Topics studied can include:
Anatomy and physiology

Practical team sports

Sports massage and therapy

Sports injuries

Principles of coaching

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4), 
including English and/or Maths 

PLUS 
Level 1 Functional Skills  in English and/or 
Maths if not included in the GCSEs

Two 
years

City 
Campus

Lightwaves

3

Diploma/Extended Diploma in Sport (Development, Coaching and Fitness) Edexcel BTEC

Topics studied can include:
Strength and conditioning

Nutrition

Technical and tactical skills

Sports coaching

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4), 
including English and/or Maths 

PLUS 
Level 1 Functional Skills  in English and/or 
Maths if not included in the GCSEs

Two 
years

City 
Campus

Lightwaves

3

Diploma/Extended Diploma in Sport (Performance and Excellence) Edexcel BTEC

Topics studied can include:
Sports and exercise physiology

Fitness testing

Sports injuries

Sports coaching

5 GCSEs at A*-C  (or new grade 9-4), 
including English and Maths, and a 
science subject or Physical Education

Two 
years

City 
Campus

Lightwaves

3

Extended Diploma in Sport & Exercise Sciences Edexcel BTEC
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James Batchelor

“It means a lot to be signed to Wakefield Wildcats. I grew up supporting 
them and I’ve been playing Rugby since I was 8 years old as a hobby, now 
I have a chance to make it into a career. At College I worked hard, altering 
my lifestyle and diet and spending more time at the gym and training – 

the structure of the course really helped and I’ve experienced really good 
coaching in an excellent environment.” 

James Batchelor 
Level 3 Sport (Performance and Excellence)
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Academy of
Sporting
Excellencei

The difference between success and failure in sport, 
between gold and silver, first and last, is often the 
narrowest of margins.
If you have a recognised ability in football, rugby, 
athletics, martial arts, golf or other sport, you could 
have the potential to progress to regional, national or 
elite levels.
Our Academy of Sporting Excellence is made up of 
three specialist programmes:

THE INDIVIDUAL ATHLETE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 
THE RUGBY LEAGUE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 
THE FOOTBALL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
Studying on one of these programmes means you  
can develop your sporting abilities while progressing  
in your studies.
Our specialist coaches will work with you on an 
individual programme designed specifically to improve 
your sports performance.
Your programme will include all aspects of preparing 
to be an athlete, from physical fitness to managing a 
demanding lifestyle.
Our athletes make use of the College’s facilities, 
including fitness testing labs, strength and conditioning 
gym and sports injury clinics. Our coaches are all 
highly qualified and have been involved in professional 
and international level sport, giving the best support 
possible to anyone looking to maximise their potential. 
The Academy is the optimum way to achieve excellence 
in sport and education.

INDIVIDUAL ATHLETE  
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 
Are you a competitive athlete in an individual sport, 
such as athletics, weightlifting, swimming, martial 
arts, or any other sport? 
Do you have the potential to compete nationally or 
internationally and need support to get there? 
The Individual Athlete Development Programme has 
been created to help support young people move 
from school sport to high level senior competition. 
Athletes will need to provide evidence of their 
competitiveness from competitions as well as a 
supporting reference from their sports coach. 
Athletes on the individual programme will receive 
sport science and strength and conditioning 
support to complement the coaching they will 
receive outside College. 
Athletes will also be educated in every aspect  
of athletic lifestyle to maximise their potential  
for success. 

Athlete
development
programmei
wakefieldcollege
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RUgby
development
programmei
wakefieldcollege

in association with Wakefield Wildcats

Football
development
programmei
wakefieldcollege

RUGBY LEAGUE DEVELOPMENT  
PROGRAMME (RDP) 
If you have ability, good attitude and dedication, the 
RDC is a great opportunity to develop your skills and 
perhaps progress into professional Rugby League. 
Your week will be balanced between your 
coursework and classes, RDC coaching sessions, 
and weekly fixtures on Wednesdays.
Wakefield College’s RDP is committed to the 
development of players, participating in strength, 
conditioning, recovery, lifestyle and preparatory 
sessions from experienced specialists. 

Entry requirements
•  Open to male players aged 16-18

•   Studying either Level 2 Diploma in Sport, or 
Level 3 Diploma/Extended Diploma in Sport 
(Performance and Excellence), and meet the 
entry requirements for your full-time course

•  Reference from your club or coach

•   Selection is through trials in the spring and  
summer period

Topics studied may include:
•  Strength and conditioning
•  Skills and tactics
•  Game preparation
•  Recovery
•  Lifestyle

FOOTBALL DEVELOPMENT  
PROGRAMME (FDP)
Do you want to become a professional or  
semi-professional footballer?
Do you think you have the ability to make the grade?
If so, the Football Development Programme gives 
you the opportunity to develop as a player while 
studying on a course at Wakefield College.
There is professional coaching during the day and 
students will play in fixtures in Category 2 of the 
English Colleges’ Football Association League 
on Wednesday afternoons, one of the highest 
standards of student football in England. 
As an athlete in the Academy you will also 
participate in strength, conditioning, recovery, 
lifestyle and preparatory sessions within the 
programme. 

Entry requirements 
•   Open to students aged 16-18 playing to a high 

standard relative to their age

•   Studying Level 2 Diploma in Sport, or a 
Level 3 Diploma/Extended Diploma in Sport 
(Performance and Excellence), and meet the 
entry requirements for your full-time course

•  Reference from your club or coach

•   Selection is through trials in the spring and  
summer period

The RDP holds the 
prestigious category 3 
accreditation through the 
Rugby Football League 
and has teamed up with 
Wakefield Trinity Wildcats 
to help grow and develop 
the players of the future.

Recent FDP successes have included:

2012 – 2013: Yorkshire & Humber regional 
League ECFA champions (1st Team) Yorkshire 
& Humber Regional 2 League BCS champions 
(2nd Team)

2013 – 2014: Yorkshire & Humber Category 2B 
ECFA champions (1st Team)
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Travel & Tourism
The UK is the seventh biggest tourism market in the world, worth over £70 billion 

to the country each year.  More than two million people are employed in the 
industry in the UK, so there are lots of opportunities for you to find a rewarding 

career either in this country or abroad. Careers include travel agents, airline cabin 
crew, or in visitor attractions, leisure centres, coach companies, hotels and more!

Your course will be an interesting mix of classes; some of them will be in our 
specially built aircraft cabin room.

A range of visits and residentials are also planned throughout the academic year, 
including to major visitor attractions like Blackpool Pleasure Beach. Overnight 

residentials include a trip to Amsterdam to visit Anne Frank’s House.

Scan QR code  
for more information  
on Travel &Tourism courses
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Topics studied can include:
Resort representatives

Tourist destinations

UK travel industry

The aviation industry

Airport locations

4 GCSEs at D-G (or new grade 3-1), or 
equivalent qualifications

One 
year

City 
Campus

1

Certificate in Introduction to Travel, Tourism and Aviation City & Guilds

Level Campus Duration Entry requirements What you’ll study

T

T

R

R

Topics studied can include:
Preparing the cabin

Co-ordinating a safe flight

Airline operations

Crew room duties

Demonstrating safety procedures

4 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3), 
including English Language

OR
Level 1 qualification, plus Level 1 
Functional Skills in English or Maths

One 
year

City 
Campus

2

Diploma in Air Cabin Crew City & Guilds

Topics studied can include:
Exploring travel and tourism

Dealing with customers in travel and 
tourism

Investigating tourist destinations

Promoting travel and tourism

4 GCSEs at A*-D (or new grade 9-3), 
including English Language

OR
Level 1 qualification, plus Level 1 
Functional Skills in English or Maths

One 
year

City 
Campus

2

Diploma in Travel & Tourism City & Guilds

T
R

Topics studied can include:
Worldwide travel and tourism 
destinations

Overseas resort representatives and 
operations

Customer service

Promotion and marketing

Conferences and events

5 GCSEs at A*-C (or new grade 9-4), 
including English and/or Maths 

PLUS 
Level 1 Functional Skills  in English and/or 
Maths if not included in the GCSEs

Two 
years

City 
Campus

3

Extended Diploma in Travel & Tourism City & Guilds
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR PARENTS, CARERS & STUDENTS

1. OFSTED AND WAKEFIELD COLLEGE
Wakefield College is a Good College - but don’t just take 
our word for it, look at what Ofsted say! 

Ofsted conducted a full inspection of Wakefield College in 
February 2014, looking at every area of our work from Sixth 
Form provision, to training that will help people get back 
into work� They concluded that we are a ‘Good’ College�

They judged that:

“the large majority of teaching, learning and assessment is 
good or better; 

that students make good progress and that their studies 
prepare them for further study or employment; 

that students speak highly of the advice and guidance they 
receive about university applications, and that progression 
to further and higher study is good; 

that staff are enthusiastic and well-qualified; that resources 
are of high-quality.”

They were also complimentary about the support we give to 
students with learning difficulties and/or disabilities, rating 
it as ‘Excellent’ and concluded that students have a strong 
voice� We aim to make every student’s learning experience 
the best it can be at Wakefield College and were delighted 
that the inspectors recognised this� You can read the full 
Ofsted report on our website or at www.ofsted.gov.uk.

2. THE MATRIX STANDARD
The matrix Standard is the unique quality standard for 
organisations to assess and measure their advice and 
support services, which ultimately helps individuals in their 
choice of career, learning and life goals� Wakefield College is 
proud to have achieved and retained the matrix Standard for 
the information, advice and guidance provided by its Student 
Services, Careers and Course Information departments�

3. ENTITLEMENT STATEMENT
Wakefield College is committed to supporting its students 
to achieve their full potential, in both the qualifications they 
gain and in future opportunities� Students at the College are 
entitled to access careers learning, information, advice and 
guidance which is:

•  Impartial and free from discrimination or bias

•  Student-centred

•  Up-to-date

•   Delivered by experienced, well-informed, appropriately 
qualified and trained careers staff

This entitlement is integral to our Career Learning, 
Information, Advice and Guidance policy which is available 
on request�

4. STUDENT SUPPORT
We treat our students like adults and expect them to take 
a considerable amount of responsibility for their own work 
and progress� However, we know that all students may need 
support from time to time, to make sure they achieve their 
goals� The College prides itself on the quality of its student 
support services, which were also highly praised in our last 
Ofsted report� Our student support services are staffed 
by professionals who have a wealth of experience, and all 
students are encouraged to take advantage of the support 
on offer�

Additional learning support
We have specialist tutors with expertise in supporting 
students with:

•  Autistic Spectrum Disorders
•  ADHD
•  Visual impairment
•   Dyslexia, dyspraxia or dyscalculia 
•  Learning difficulties
•  Mobility difficulties
•  English as a second language
•  Hearing impairment

Support will be provided to meet individual support needs 
as outlined in the Education Health and Care plan (EHCP)�
Support may be in the form of support staff in or out of 
class, assistive technology or adjustments by teachers�

We strongly urge students or their parents/carers to disclose 
any disability or learning difficulty prior to enrolment, so 
that the College can fulfil its responsibilities under the 
Equality Act, and the SEND code of practice to ensure that 
adjustments or facilities are put in place at the start of a 
student’s course�

Contact Additional Support on 01924 789585 (voice)  
or 01924 385349 (minicom)

Careers and educational guidance
Our Careers Team can offer impartial advice and guidance 
on courses and careers before you enrol at College� 
During your time at College, you’ll have access to our 
comprehensive range of information on careers, higher 
education and the jobs market, as well as personal advice 
and guidance from the Careers Team to help you plan the 
next step towards your chosen career�

To make an appointment with one of the Careers Team 
please call 01924 789113 or 789301 or  
email careers@wakefield.ac.uk
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR PARENTS, CARERS & STUDENTS

Chaplaincy
The College has a Chaplaincy which is available to all 
learners whatever their beliefs, faith or religion� The 
Chaplaincy works with the Students’ Union and student 
services to organise events in College to mark special 
national and cultural occasions, or which allow students to 
take time out to reflect� 

Everyone finds life challenging at times, and the Chaplain 
can offer one-to-one support to help resolve issues 
which have a spiritual aspect� The service is available by 
appointment across all College campuses�

Counselling and welfare support
Confidential one-to-one counselling is available for 
students at all our campuses from professionally qualified 
Counsellors� Welfare support is available to give help and 
advice on a range of issues including accommodation and 
benefits and signposting to relevant support agencies�

Course information

The Course Information team is available on 01924 789111 
between 9am and 5pm (Monday to Thursday) and 9am 
and 4�30pm (Friday)� There are course information phones 
on each campus reception desk�  
Or you can email courseinfo@wakefield.ac.uk.

Alternatively, information on all our courses is on the 
website www.wakefield.ac.uk

Financial support
The College provides information and confidential advice 
on what financial help is available for students� This 
includes information on 16-19 Bursaries, Care to Learn, 
Learner Support Funds, Advanced Learning Loans and 
higher education funding� There may be help towards travel 
costs, meals, kits or childcare costs depending on your 
circumstances, age and course level� 

The College’s Financial Support Team is based at Wakefield 
City Campus, 2nd Floor, Harrison Building, so please 
contact them for further information or to arrange an 
appointment on 01924 789304 or 789549 or by email to 
student.finance@wakefield.ac.uk� 

For more information on all government funding visit  
www.gov.uk and put ‘money to learn’ in the search bar on 
the home page�

Health
The College has a Health and Well-being Service provided 
by the NHS� Drop-in sessions and appointments are 
available on all campuses for confidential advice and 
information on a range of health-related concerns, 
including contraception, chlamydia screening, pregnancy 
testing, weight management, quitting smoking, and drug 
and alcohol issues� 

Learner Agreement
All students are asked to sign a Learner Agreement at the start 
of their course� This sets out the College’s expectations in 
terms of students’ punctuality, attendance, completion of work 
and standards of behaviour towards staff and other students� 

Library
Each campus has its own library which is well-stocked 
with books, magazines and DVDs� Our libraries have open 
access computers, bookable computers and a full range of 
e-resources, such as e-books, magazines and streamed 
video, which are also available from home via the library 
Discover course pages on Moodle, the College’s Virtual 
Learning Environment� Each library also has quiet places 
for study, helpful and knowledgeable staff and facilities for 
scanning, printing and photocopying�

Student group leaders and pastoral tutors
Once enrolled on a course, students are assigned a Student 
Group Leader who will support their learning journey� 
Students meet with them regularly to discuss their progress 
and any issues or problems they may be encountering� 
Some students will also have group sessions with their 
Pastoral Tutor� As part of their Pastoral Tutor Group, 
students will develop academic, personal and employability 
skills which will both enhance their overall College 
experience and improve their prospects for progression�

Refectory services 
A good selection of refreshments, including hot and cold 
meals, drinks and snacks are available at all our main 
campuses� Discounted Starbucks are available at both 
Wakefield City Campus and Castleford Campus, with 
vending services available all day� Students are regularly 
consulted on the type of food available, and the College 
works hard to ensure the service provides an affordable 
range of healthy and balanced meal options�

Safety & security 
Security staff are on duty at all our main campuses, with 
state-of-the-art CCTV and access control systems� All 
students are expected to wear their ID badge at all times, 
which will give them access to social and teaching rooms, 
lifts, circulation areas and libraries�
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Student Central
Dedicated Student Experience Teams are located at each 
campus and ensure that all students are given the best 
learning experience in both their subject areas and the 
campus environment� They are there to see that students 
receive a high level of support tailored to their needs and 
learning aims, and also to ensure a seamless transition 
between school, College and employment or higher education�

Student intranet
All enrolled students have access to Moodle with its useful 
information about College news, events and student services� 

Moodle is also the College’s online learning environment� 
Moodle provides access to course material, course 
announcements, discussion groups, assignment 
submission and records of grades�

Each student has a personal College email account, and 
with a valid College email address can download a free copy 
of Microsoft Office onto one computer or tablet�

Students’ Union
Every student at Wakefield College is a member of the 
Students’ Union� The Students’ Union is student-led and 
elections are held annually to elect student officers, who 
come together to form the Students’ Union Executive 
committee� Getting involved with the Union can be a 
fulfilling experience, developing useful skills and increasing 
self-confidence and looks great on your CV or UCAS 
applications�

The Students’ Union represents you within College, 
providing each student with a voice and a vital support 
system� We also offer a wide range of social activities, from 
student-led clubs and societies, to trips to Alton Towers� 
College is not just about lessons, and it is our job to help 
students get involved and take charge of their student 
experience�

We are also the home of the NUS Extra discount card, 
which can help you save money on the high street, and 
helps us fund better events for college students� You can 
purchase these online at https://cards.nusextra.co.uk

Transport
A Scholar’s PhotoCard is available for all students aged 16-
18 which entitles them to half-fare travel in West Yorkshire�  
You do not need to complete an application form, just go to 
the Bus Station with £5, 2 photographs, proof of age (birth 
certificate) and proof of address and they arrange for a card 
to be posted out to you�

Students with disabilities may be eligible for special 
transport and you should contact your Local Education 
Authority for further details�

5. SAFEGUARDING
Wakefield College’s safeguarding policy ensures that all 
students attending activities in the College do so in a safe 
and secure environment�

In our 2014 Ofsted inspection, the Inspectors commented:

“Managers and governors place a strong emphasis on 
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of students. 
The College meets fully its statutory requirements for 
safeguarding students. All staff have undertaken relevant 
training with regular updating. Behaviour is good. Almost 
all students report feeling safe and students who met 
inspectors spoke highly of the presence of security staff and 
their visibility at all times.”

Key factors in this are:

•   All employment offers are subject to enhanced DBS 
disclosures

•   No staff start work until all relevant checks are completed 
and recorded

•   All staff must undertake safeguarding awareness training 
relevant to their post

•   College-wide anti-bullying and harassment policy 
rigorously applied

•   Governors receive annual training and all Governors 
accept responsibility for safeguarding

Whilst this is all excellent news for the College, it is also 
excellent news for students and for their parents and 
guardians who can rest assured that all who spend time 
learning with the College will do so in a safe environment�
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6. EQUALITY & DIVERSITY
Wakefield College aims to become a fully inclusive 
organisation, eliminating discrimination, promoting equality 
and embracing diversity in all that we do� We celebrate the 
rich variety of people who make up the College community, 
from different cultures and ethnic backgrounds�

We have put in place policies, training and procedures to 
make equality and diversity a reality for the whole College 
community�  

“The college promotes equality and diversity very well and 
enables students of all abilities and backgrounds to engage 
in college life and flourish.” Ofsted 2014

How we demonstrate our commitment
From the outset, staff are clear about College’s expectations 
of them in terms of supporting equality and celebrating 
diversity� This commitment is further underlined in policies, 
planning and staff training�

College ensures that all policies are analysed to address 
any negative impact in relation to all nine protected 
characteristics covered by the Equality Act 2010: sex; race; 
disability; marriage and civil partnership; sexual orientation; 
religion or belief; pregnancy and maternity; gender 
reassignment and age�

College is firmly committed to equality objectives which 
will make a real difference in the classroom� Planning in 
the classroom is expected to maximise opportunities to 
promote diversity and foster good relationships among 
all groups of students� Regular training and development 
initiatives support staff in making this a reality�

College continues to play an active part in initiatives across 
the Wakefield district to eliminate discrimination and 
promote equality and diversity� 

Measuring our progress
The effectiveness of these policies is monitored through a 
comprehensive range of measures, which involves regular 
collection, reporting and analysis of staff and learner data 
on the basis of a range of demographic factors� A summary 
of this is available on the College website� An annual report 
on equality and diversity, including monitoring data, is 
considered by the College’s Board of Governors�

“As a result of close monitoring, managers have taken 
successful action to reduce gaps in achievement between 
different groups of students” Ofsted 2014 

Students’ responsibilities
Students, too, have a responsibility to promote and embed 
equality and diversity� Students can get actively involved 
in this by becoming one of the representatives on the 
Students’ Union�

Care Leavers
Wakefield College is part of the HEART (Higher Education 
Access Rewarding Transforming) partnership and shares 
their commitment to supporting Care Leavers who wish to 
apply, enter and succeed in higher education� 

This commitment seeks to increase the number of Care 
Leavers entering higher education, raise awareness of the 
needs of this group of students, and enables Care Leavers 
to make the most of their time in higher education and to 
complete their courses successfully� 

To support this commitment, College is developing a 
scheme of bursaries, which will help to overcome financial 
barriers Care Leavers may face to access and achievement 
in higher education� 
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ABC  An awarding body offering qualifications in vocational 
areas such as motor vehicle. 

A LEVEL  A single subject course completed in two years, 
made up of an AS Level and an A2 which form a single 
qualification in an end-of-programme exam. A Levels are 
changing over the coming years. For more information see 
page 7.

APPLIED A LEVEL  Work-related academic qualifications 
which are designed to develop skills for a specific field of 
employment. 

APPRENTICESHIPS Combine on-the-job training with 
an employer with study at College to gain vocational 
qualifications and Functional Skills certificates in English, 
Maths and ICT. Available at Levels 2, 3, and 4.

AQA  An awarding body for many A Level courses. 

AS LEVEL  The first year of an A Level. AS Levels are changing 
over the coming years. For more information see page 7. 

A2  The second year of an A Level. A Levels are changing 
over the coming years. For more information see page 7.

AWARD/CERTIFICATE/DIPLOMA  These terms relate to the 
size of a qualification – the number of units you are required 
to study. Diplomas are the largest and Awards are the 
smallest. All three types of qualification can be studied at 
different levels. 

CACHE  An awarding body for childcare qualifications. 

CITY & GUILDS  An awarding body for vocational qualifications� 

CSKILLS  Specialist awarding body for the construction industry. 

CYQ  An awarding body for health and fitness qualifications. 

DIPLOMA/EXTENDED DIPLOMA  Vocational qualifications 
offered at different levels. Level 3 Diplomas can be used to gain 
access to universities. 

EAL An awarding body for engineering qualifications. 

EDEXCEL An awarding body, providing both academic and 
vocational qualifications. 

FLEX  Stands for Foundation Learning Excellence. These 
courses offer a mix of vocational study, basic English, Maths 
and IT and personal and social development.

FUNCTIONAL SKILLS   Qualifications in English, Maths, and ICT 
at Entry Levels 1-3 and Levels 1-2. They’re an integral part of 
many full-time programmes at College. 

GCSE  Stands for General Certificate of Secondary Education. 
You’ll study for these at school, and your exam results will be 
used as entry requirements for a College course. 

HIGHER EDUCATION   All education above Level 3 including 
HNCs, HNDs, foundation degrees, and honours degrees. 

LEVELS   The level of a course indicates its degree of difficulty. 
5 GCSEs at grades A*-C are Level 2, while A Levels are at Level 
3. Some qualifications are also offered at Entry Level, which is 
lower than Level 1. See page 8 for a table.

OCR   An awarding body offering both academic and  
vocational qualifications. 

PORTFOLIO  A form of assessment consisting of a collection of 
coursework tasks. 

SUBSIDIARY DIPLOMA/DIPLOMA/EXTENDED DIPLOMA 
These terms relate to the different sizes of awards which make 
up some vocational qualifications. 

UCAS PROGRESS  A website where you can search for, compare, 
and apply for courses from different education providers. 

VTCT  An awarding body associated with hair and beauty 
qualifications.  

WHAT DOES IT ALL MEAN? 
This section is here to help you make sense of some of the tricky terms you might come across while reading through this 
prospectus. If there’s anything else you don’t understand, please don’t hesitate to ask us when you get in touch for more 
details or when you come in for an interview.
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KEY DATES 2017/18

Keep up-to-date online: www.wakefield.ac.uk

SEPTEMBER
You can send in your application form now. 

Once we’ve received it you’ll be sent details of your 
interview within two weeks.

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER
Find out about us and your options when we visit your 
school for the launch of our prospectuses.

OCTOBER
You can now apply online through UCAS Progress
www.ucasprogress.com

OPEN EVENT  
Tuesday 18 October 2016
Wakefield City Campus / Thornes Park

OPEN EVENT  
Wednesday 19 October 2016 
Castleford Campus

SKILLS YORKSHIRE AND HUMBER EXHIBITION
Wednesday 19 and Thursday 20 October 2016
Leeds United Football Club, Elland Road

NOVEMBER
ALL SITES OPEN EVENT Saturday 19 November 2016

FEBRUARY
OPEN EVENT (ALL COURSES)
Tuesday 28 February 2017  Wakefield City Campus

MARCH
APPRENTICESHIP AWARDS EVENING  
(National Apprenticeship Week)

HIGHER EDUCATION, JOBS AND APPRENTICESHIP FAIR
Thursday 9 March 2017  Wakefield College, Lightwaves

TASTER DAY Friday 17 March 2017

APRIL
Have you submitted your application? If not, do so as 
soon as possible. Applications received by 1st May will be 
given priority for an interview date.

If you need advice please call our  
Course Information Team on 01924 789111

MAY
14-16 CELEBRATION EVENT  Thursday 5 May 2017

JUNE
SUMMER SPECTACULAR –  
FESTIVAL OF MUSIC, DANCE AND PERFORMING ARTS
Wednesday  7 – Saturday 24 June 2017

OPEN EVENT
Tuesday 20 June 2017
Wakefield City Campus 

OPEN EVENT
Wednesday 21 June 2017
Castleford Campus 

TASTER DAY  Friday 30 June 2017

JULY
TASTER DAYS  Monday 4 and Tuesday 5 July 2017

PRE-INDUCTION DAYS
Wednesday 5 and Thursday 6 July 2017

AUGUST
A LEVEL AND GCSE RESULTS RELEASED
If you need help or advice about your next steps, visit our 
guidance events.

PART-TIME AND FULL-TIME ENROLMENTS
August, from GCSE results day until the Friday before the 
first week of teaching

SEPTEMBER
INDUCTION WEEK
From Monday 4 September 2017
Interview evenings run regularly from October onwards.
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General Telephone: 01924 789789
Course Information: 01924 789111
Minicom: 01924 373525

General Enquiries: info@wakefield.ac.uk
Course Information: courseinfo@wakefield.ac.uk
Website: www.wakefield.ac.uk

All our guides and prospectuses are available in PDF format on our website.
Alternative formats are available on request, such as large print,
Braille, British Sign Language video, audio tape and CD ROM. 
Telephone 01924 789228 for details.

Wakefield City Campus, Margaret Street, Wakefield WF1 2DH 
Castleford Campus, Thunderhead Ridge,  Castleford WF10 4UA
Thornes Park Campus, Thornes Park, Wakefield WF2 8QZ
Mechanics’ Theatre, Waterton Building, Wood Street, Wakefield WF1 2EW
Lightwaves, Lower York Street, Wakefield WF1 3LJ
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