Study Pack: Summer 2022

Arts,

(Art & Design, Fashion

& Textiles, Photography, Graphic
Design)

Welcome to the Arts Department
The Arts department at Wakefield College is a hub for imagination, innovation and creativity across a
range of disciplines including photography, graphic design, fashion and textiles and fine art. These
creative industries offer many exciting and varied career paths, whether you want to be behind the
camera or in front of it, working with technology or fabric, printing, ceramics, digital designer, an
illustrator, a fine artist or animator. We have a course that’s right for you.
Teaching takes place at the Wakefield City Campus with specialist workshop facilities and well‐resourced
teaching areas. Our tutors have extensive industry experience and have developed strong links with
many local and national organisations, enabling students to undertake live projects and exhibit their
work regularly throughout the year.

If you are hoping to enrol to one of our courses in September, we would really like you to continue your
creative explorations over the summer. Having lots of resources is not a necessity, you can use your
phone to take pictures, paper and pens to draw and any other materials you can find to create. You can
then share your work with us in September and it will help us to understand your starting point on your
course and what interests you.
The following activities we have designed will hopefully be fun and help you to start questioning your art
and develop your ideas. You can record your creativity any way you want to either digitally on your
phone or in a sketchbook.
Any of the activities can be a starting point for your specialist area: fashion, textiles, graphics, fine art,
photography and art and design. You could try them all! Enjoy being creative.

Photographic Collection

Photography Task with Extended Practical Task
If you look around your environment, you will see that many objects fall into categories or groups. Things may be a
certain SHAPE: round or square, they may be a certain COLOUR: yellow or red, or they could be linked by their
FUNCTION: knife, fork, plate (eating). It is all about looking and recording what we see, capturing these objects and
linking them together in some way.

Tasks:
1. Using your mobile phone/camera, photograph these ‘collections’ from around your home, garden, shed or
village/town.
2. Base your collection of photographs on one or more of the following themes:
COLOUR ‐ Example yellow: Marigold gloves, banana, daffodil
SHAPE ‐ Example round: Tin lid, toilet roll, plate, plant pot
FUNCTION – Example eating: Knife, fork, plate, mouth
3. The way you photograph the object/item is very important! Think about angle, composition, how close you
are and most importantly that the item is in focus.
4. Once you have taken your photographs, try to organise them in collections, creating a photo collage or
Instagram grid. You may wish to photograph your day and post them on social media using
#objectsofmyisolation

Artist Links: Lisa Milroy “Hands on Project”, Jim Dine “Tools”, Barry Rosenthal “Found in Nature”, Peter Blake
“Sources of Pop Art IV

Letters in the Landscape

‘Letters in the landscape’ – Photography Task with Extended Practical Task
Without realising it, we are surrounded by letterforms and text. Whether walking past a shop window, stuck in
traffic, sitting in your kitchen or even out in the garden, text and letterforms can exist through manmade processes,
or can appear quite naturally within nature and the constructed environment.
1. Using your phone/camera, photograph individual letterforms that already exist, e.g., street signs, billboards,
magazines, posters or graffiti in order to create a complete alphabet, A – Z.
2. Use your imagination to creatively photograph letterforms that appear quite naturally. This could be objects
and items within your home, the garden, e.g., a chair, window frames, iron gates or tree branches. Open
your creative mind to the many possibilities that exist around you and consider the different ways certain
objects can be viewed, e.g., the handle of a teapot becoming a letter ‘D’, a natural display of tree branches
resembling the letter ‘A’. The way you photograph the object/item is very important! Think about angles,
composition and close‐ups so the ‘letter’ becomes the focus of the image.
3. If you would like to push this task even further, think about capturing the alphabet in both upper, and lower‐
case letters! (A – a, B – b, C – c).
4. You may choose to manipulate and recreate your images using different media and techniques: Photoshop
or editing Apps on your phone, drawing, painting, print making or even textile techniques.
Please do not worry if your access to resources is limited! You might produce a pen study onto an old envelope, use
tea or coffee to create prints, cut or tear pages from a magazine, or even paint with nail polish – be creative!

Visual Recording
Drawing is the starting point for any creative practice. It can be developed into painting, sculpture, collage,
surface design and even fashion design. We use a variety of marks when drawing, these could include, line
to create shapes, marks to show texture and tone to create light and shade.

Activities

Artists: Juan
Gris, Giorgio
Morandi, Robert
Delaunay

1. Choose a household item, something that can be held in your hand and that has an interesting
shape. A fork, corkscrew, a set of keys or even a potato masher.
2. Using paper at postcard size (A6 in size or a quarter of A4) recreate your object using a range of
different methods, try, drawing around it, or making a line drawing.
3. Start with a simple pencil outline, you will need to decide what type of pencil to use and how hard
to press; these are decisions you need to make, and this will make your work individual.
4. Try using different methods, use a fine liner, biro, marker pen using a continuous line (the pen
should not leave the page until you have finished).
5. Now draw the object at least three times on the same piece of paper, but in a different place, this
will start to form a pattern as the shapes overlap.
6. Choose part of the last drawing to work with, this could be a 3cm strip or a section that has a range
of lines and overlapping shapes. Redraw this section and add colour, limiting yourself to three
colours.
7. Select another area of the drawing and create a design using collage. You should consider
newspaper, magazines or the inside of envelopes which also have an interesting surface. Be
creative using any paper found around the home.
Challenge – You should now have an interesting range of visual recording. What else can you try? Use paint
in a textured way, close‐up sections that have been enlarged, overlapping multiple images or create one of
your drawings based on an artist or designer.

Making Typography Talk

Creating Exciting Image and Text
Making typography talk to the viewer and immediately convey a message is the basis of graphic design. All
designers strive to create visual impact through lettering. You only have to browse through any
supermarket or look online to see the enormous variety of text on packaging, advertising and logos.
Tasks
1. Divide a piece of A4 paper into 8 equal squares
2. In the first 4 squares and using the word HEAVY, draw the word so it appears to be heavy. You
could do this by drawing it at the bottom of the square or by making it very dark in colour or even
draw it so it looks like it’s a weight. Each of the 4 squares needs to show a different design for the
word Heavy.
3. Repeat the exercise in task 2, but select from one of the words below:
HAPPY

FRAGILE

BROKEN

BLANKET

SPIRAL

SOGGY

4. Continue to extend your imagination by producing further words and maybe consider trying to
illustrate a famous quote.
There is some freeware available that you could download if you wish to create these digitally. Inkscape is
for vector graphics like Illustrator, https://download.cnet.com/Inkscape/3000‐2191_4‐10527269.html
Gimp is for bitmaps like Photoshop: https://download.cnet.com/GIMP/3000‐2192_4‐10073935.html
There are online tutorials on you tube to help.

Art History

Research into historical and contemporary design supports all levels of creative work and is a key element
of all areas of art and design, including graphics, fashion, textiles and photography as well as fine art.
It is so important to learn about other artists in order to be inspired and to become motivated to do
something creative! We are so lucky in this area to have incredible galleries such as the Hepworth, The
Yorkshire Sculpture Park (YSP) and Leeds City Art Galleries within easy reach.
If you haven’t already visited these places in person,
while we are social distancing have a look at their
websites as there is a lot of information about the
artworks available.
Tasks

https://hepworthwakefield.org
https://ysp.org.uk
https://museumsandgalleries.leeds.gov.uk/lee
ds‐art‐gallery

1) Look at Barbara Hepworth’s ‘Winged Figure’ and
describe it in a short paragraph. Think about:
Content – What is it?
Form ‐ What lines, shapes, colours, patterns and textures are used in the construction of the image?
Process ‐ What techniques or methods of working were used in the construction of this picture? You
may not know these for sure but are encouraged to make an intelligent guess.
Mood ‐ What gut reaction does this picture give you? What does it make you feel? Does it make you
angry, upset, sad, happy, emotional, indifferent – what does it say to you?
2) What does it mean to analyse something? Can you begin to analyse the form/content?
3) What were the political, social and cultural influences that surrounded this piece? And why is this
important?
4) Why is context so important to creativity?
If you have Netflix, you could have a look at their series Abstract: The Art of Design
https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80057883
There’s also plenty to look at on the BBC’s website and iPlayer
https://www.bbc.co.uk/arts

Self-Evaluation
Strengths: Identify what you were good at and what you think went well
1.

2.

Areas for improvement: What was difficult and what could have been better?

1.

2.

Target Setting – what do I need to improve and HOW will I achieve it?
1.

2.

Please contact any of the tutors for any further info:
Level 1 Art: Nicola Rawlings
Level 2 Art: Lynsey Collinson
Level 3 Art: Emma Barret
Level 3 Graphics: Paul Bainbridge
Level 3 Fashion/ textiles: Sally Poskitt
Level 3 Photography: Sol Reynolds
Foundation & Access: Jen Marshall

n.rawlings@wakefield.ac.uk
L.Collinson@wakefield.ac.uk
E.Barret@wakefield.ac.uk
P.Bainbridge@wakefield.ac.uk
S.Poskitt@wakefield.ac.uk
S.Reynolds@wakefield.ac.uk
J.Marshall2@wakefield.ac.uk

